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The Federal Sentencing Guidelines



	The Commission promulgates guidelines that judges consult when sentencing federal offenders. When the guidelines are amended, a subsequent Guidelines Manual is published.
	In this section, you will find the Commission’s comprehensive archive of yearly amendments and Guidelines Manuals dating back to 1987.
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RESEARCH & DATA MISSION



	The Commission collects, analyzes, and disseminates a broad array of information on federal crime and sentencing practices.
	In this section, you will find a comprehensive collection of research and data reports published on sentencing issues and other areas of federal crime.
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The Amendment Cycle



	The Commission establishes sentencing policies and practices for the federal courts. Each year, the Commission reviews and refines these policies in light of congressional action, decisions from courts of appeals, sentencing-related research, and input from the criminal justice community.
	In this section, you can follow the Commission’s work through the amendment cycle as priorities are set, research is performed, testimony is heard, and amendments are adopted.
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		Education Mission

	
			
				The Commission serves as an information resource for Congress, the executive branch, the courts, criminal justice practitioners, the academic community, and the public.
	
				In this section, you will find resources to assist you in understanding and applying the federal sentencing guidelines.
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About the Commission



	
	The U.S. Sentencing Commission is an independent agency in the judicial branch that was created as part of the Sentencing Reform Act of 1984. Commissioners are nominated by the President and confirmed by the Senate. The Attorney General, or the Attorney General’s designee, and the Chair of the U.S. Parole Commission serve as ex officio, nonvoting members of the Commission.
	In this section, learn about the Commission’s mission, structure, and ongoing work.
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			Summary

		 In 2006, the United States Sentencing Commission undertook a review of the impact on federal sentencing of the Supreme Court’s decision in United States v. Booker. In March 2006, the Commission published the results of that review in the Final Report on the Impact of United States v. Booker on Federal Sentencing. As part of that report, the Commission performed an analysis of data from the federal courts to examine whether differences in the length of sentences imposed on offenders were correlated with demographic characteristics of those offenders. Based on continued interest in this issue, and in response to specific requests to update its prior analysis, the Commission has now repeated the analysis used for the Booker Report with additional data and has also developed a second methodology to examine that data. This report presents the results of that work.

		This report focused on three separate time periods which together spanned the time between May 1, 2003, and September 30, 2009. The Commission found a correlation between the length of sentences imposed on some groups of offenders and the demographic characteristics of those offenders. These differences were not present in all time periods under study and differed in magnitude in the time periods in which they were observed. (March 2010)

		Download the PDF

		
			 

		
			
				

					Key Findings

				Based on the Commission's analysis, and after controlling for a variety of factors relevant to sentencing, the following observations were made:

					
						Black male offenders received longer sentences than white male offenders. The differences in sentence length have increased steadily since Booker.


	
						Female offenders of all races received shorter sentences than male offenders. The differences in sentence length fluctuated at different rates in the time periods studied for white females, black females, Hispanic females, and “other” female offenders (such as those of Native American, Alaskan Native, and Asian or Pacific Islander origin).


	
						Non-citizen offenders received longer sentences than offenders who were U.S. citizens. The differences in sentence length have increased steadily since Booker.


	
						Offenders with some college education received shorter sentences than offenders with no college education. The differences in sentence length have remained relatively stable across the time periods studied.


	
						The data were inconsistent as to the association between an offender’s age and the length of sentence imposed.




		

		
			 

	



 



      
  



    

  



                  


    
  


  

    
      
    


    
      
                                
    
  
    
      
      
            
	
		HelpLine

	
		The USSC HelpLine assists practitioners in applying the guidelines.
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