
T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  S E N T E N C I N G  C O M M I S S I O N

Our educators have experience as prosecutors, defense attorneys, probation

officers, law clerks, and professional educators.  We have years of experience

training guideline application, sentencing procedure, and case law.  

 

We will work closely with you to develop an
agenda customized to address your training
needs. We rely on adult learning theories and
interactive techniques that include real-life
scenarios to ensure that our audiences come away
from our training sessions with practical, ready-to-
use information on federal sentencing.

Do You Need Training
on Federal Sentencing?

Did you know Commission training staff will travel
to your district and conduct training sessions on
your topics of choice, at no cost to you?
 
We conduct training sessions for judges, their law
clerks, courtroom deputies and district court
clerks as well as probation officers, defense
attorneys, and prosecutors.  We will train the
whole “court family” or conduct separate training
sessions for each group according to your
preference.  We train guideline users with all levels
of experience – from brand-new practitioners to
people with decades of federal sentencing
experience.
 
Would you prefer an online training session?  We
also conduct remote sessions via Skype, but are
flexible if your agency uses another online tool.

HELPLINE | 202-502-4545 www.ussc.gov  training@ussc.gov @theusscgov

Let Us Help!

Whom do we Train? What Kind of Training do we Offer?

https://www.ussc.gov/education/meet-trainers

"Incredibly informative!  Invite 'em back
yearly!"

- Federal Public Defender

We take the most complex topics, such
as grouping of multiple counts, crimes of violence,
and concurrent/consecutive sentences, and make
them easy to understand and apply in your
everyday work.  Our most frequently requested
training topics include:
 
The Categorical Approach (determining crimes of
violence)
Criminal History
Recent Case Law
Relevant Conduct (sentencing liability)

“Frankly great session. In my 25 years of

practice this is the first CLE that I learned

and enjoyed every section of it. Thanks.”

– Defense Attorney



T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  S E N T E N C I N G  C O M M I S S I O N

training@ussc.gov TRAINING |  202-502-4540

Arranging a training session with the Sentencing
Commission’s training staff is easy. Simply send an
email to training@ussc.gov, or call (202) 502-4540
and tell us what you’re looking for.  We will work
with you to plan the agenda, whether you’d like a
full-day session or just a couple of hours, and to
schedule the training.  We ask for a minimum of
six weeks’ lead time, and we encourage you to
schedule the training for the middle of the week
to minimize the need for our staff to travel on
Saturday or Sunday.  

 

Once your training session is scheduled, the

assigned trainer will contact you to finalize the

program.  As part of the process, we will send a

pre-training survey to your attendees to be sure

we address their questions.  You will have multiple

opportunities to evaluate the program, including

immediately afterwards and two weeks after the

session through an online survey.  In addition, we

would be happy to conduct a post-training remote

meeting with your attendees to answer any

remaining questions or concerns.

How is a Training Session Arranged?

Is Continuing Legal Education Credit

Available?

Yes!  CLE credit is available for our programs.
Contact your state bar, and we will provide you
with the materials the bar requires.

“Best and most informative CLE I've ever

attended. No kidding.”

– CJA Panel Attorney

“Difficult topic. Brilliantly presented. ”

– AUSA

I wanted to express my appreciation for your

preparation in the training of the Drugs and

Guns guidelines and related issues last week. I

had sentencing yesterday and the contested

issue was mainly the 4-level enhancement for

gun trafficking. The Court determined it

applied in our case. I used several of your

handouts to assist the Judge in making his

decision and he expressed his appreciation for

my help to my supervisor. I have never been so

grateful for the training in my career as I was

yesterday.
- U.S. Probation Officer

"Incredible presentation and so necessary
for our effective representation of our
indigent clients. Thank you!"

- CJA Attorney




