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March 2021

Relevant Conduct
Wednesday, March 3

 10:00 am – 12:15 pm (EST) & 1:30 pm – 3:45 pm (EST) repeat session

Join us to discuss the analysis set forth in §1B1.3, relevant conduct. Learn about when the defendant is

accountable for the acts of others, “expanded” relevant conduct, and issues related to different offense types.

Grouping Multiple Counts
Wednesday, March 10

10:00 am – 12:15 pm (EST) &  1:30 pm – 3:45 pm (EST) repeat session

Grouping multiple counts of conviction doesn’t have to be a chore! This training focuses on the

process outlined in the Grouping Decision Tree. You will learn the analysis necessary to determine a

single offense level for cases with multiple counts.

Case Law Update
Wednesday, March 31

 1:30 pm – 3:45 pm (EDT)

This session, offered quarterly, provides an update on case law addressing federal sentencing issues.

Panelists discuss case law on selected topics and the impact the decisions have on guideline

application and other sentencing determinations.

April 2021

Criminal History Series

Part I: Basic Criminal History
Tuesday, April 6

1:00 pm – 3:15 pm (EDT)

This is the first of a four-part series dedicated to a detailed discussion on how to calculate criminal

history points. Trainers provide an overview of basic criminal history rules including determination of

sentence length, time frames, and status.
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Criminal History Series 

Part II: Multiple Prior Sentences and §4A1.1(e)
Thursday, April 8

1:00 pm – 3:15 pm (EDT)

Part two of this series focuses on calculating criminal history points for defendants with multiple

prior sentences. Topics include whether prior sentences count separately or as a single sentence and

applying §4A1.1(e) for multiple crimes of violence.

Criminal History Series

Part III: Revocations and Other Special Rules
Tuesday, April 13

1:00 pm – 3:15 pm (EDT)

Part three of this series addresses the determination of sentence length and appropriate time frame

for prior sentences involving revocations. Trainers provide a detailed analysis of §4A1.2(k) and address

when a revocation applies to multiple sentences.

Criminal History Series 

Part IV: Career Offender Calculations
Thursday, April 15

1:00 pm – 3:15 pm (EDT)

Part four of this series discusses application of Career Offender. Topics include the definition of prior

felony convictions and the impact of 18 U.S.C. § 924(c) offenses. Crimes of violence and controlled

substance offenses will not be discussed.

Reverse Engineering the Categorical Approach
Wednesday, April 28

 10:00 am – 12:15 pm (EDT) & 1:30 pm – 3:45 pm (EDT) repeat session

Join us to examine how courts have used the categorical approach to determine whether crimes of

violence and drug trafficking offenses subject a defendant to higher guideline ranges or statutory penalties.
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Sex Offenses
Wednesday, May 5

10:00 am – 12:15 pm (EDT) & 1:30 pm – 3:45 pm (EDT) repeat session

This session highlights the correct relevant conduct analysis required to apply guidelines for

production and possession of child pornography, and sex trafficking of minors. Trainers also discuss

§4B1.5, Repeat and Dangerous Sex Offender Against Minors.

May 2021

New Officer Training Series

Part I: Introduction to Federal Sentencing
Tuesday, May 11

11:00 pm – 3:15 pm (EDT)

This is the first of a three-part series available for USPOs who have no more than two years’

experience as a presentence writer. Topics include an overview of the federal sentencing process,

the Guidelines Manual, and basic guideline application.

New Officer Training Series

Part II: Basic Relevant Conduct
Wednesday, May 12

1:00 pm – 3:15 pm (EDT)

Part two of this series for USPOs who have no more than two years’ experience as a presentence

writer discusses basic relevant conduct principles. This session highlights the analysis required

under §1B1.3 to determine a defendant’s offense level.

New Officer Training Series

Part III: Basic Criminal History and Imposing Sentence
Thursday, May 13

1:00 pm – 3:15 pm (EDT)

This is the final session of this series for USPOs who have no more than two years’ experience as a

presentence writer. Trainers provide an overview of how to calculate criminal history points and

discuss imposing a sentence.
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Maximizing Resources on USSC.GOV
Wednesday, May 26

1:30 pm – 3:45 pm (EDT)

Did you know that ussc.gov provides access to data and research about offense types, offenders, and

sentencing? Do you need assistance applying specific guideline provisions? Join us for a tour of the

many helpful resources we have to offer!

June 2021

Impact of Charging and Plea Decisions Series

Part I: Stipulations and Relevant Conduct
Wednesday, June 2

 1:00 pm – 3:15 pm (EDT)

This is the first of a three-part series examining the impact that charging and plea decisions have on

guideline application. Part one focuses on §1B1.2, stipulations, and how the relevant conduct analysis

hinges upon the offense of conviction.

Impact of Charging and Plea Decisions Series

Part II: Grouping
Wednesday, June 9

 1:00 pm – 3:15 pm (EDT)

Part two of this series highlights the impact that charging and plea decisions have on guideline

application involving multiple counts of conviction. Topics include discussion of the grouping rules

and the impact of 18 U.S.C. § 924(c) offenses.

Impact of Charging and Plea Decisions Series

Part III: Criminal History
Wednesday, June 16

1:00 pm – 3:15 pm (EDT)

The final session of this series focuses on the impact that charging and plea decisions have on the

calculation of criminal history points. Trainers address the impact on criminal history time frames,

Career Offender, and more.

https://www.ussc.gov/
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July 2021

Drug and Gun Offenses
Thursday, July 8 

10:00 am – 12:15 pm (EDT) & 1:30 pm – 3:45 pm (EDT) repeat session

This session highlights specific application issues when calculating the guidelines for drug and gun

offenses.  Trainers also address the interplay between multiple counts of drug and gun offenses

including violations of 18 U.S.C. § 924(c).

Case Law Update
Wednesday, June 30:

1:30 pm – 3:45 pm (EDT)

This session, offered quarterly, provides an update on recent case law addressing federal sentencing

issues. Panelists discuss case law on selected topics and the impact their decisions have on

guideline application and other sentencing determinations.

Economic Crimes and Restitution Series

Part I: Victims
Wednesday, July 14

1:00 pm – 3:15 pm (EDT)

This is the first of a three-part series comparing guideline application for economic crimes versus the

determination of restitution. Part one contrasts the definition of victims under §2B1.1 with the

definition of victims for restitution.

Economic Crimes and Restitution Series

Part II: Loss vs. Restitution
Wednesday, July 21

1:00 pm – 3:15 pm (EDT)

Part two of this series discusses the calculation of loss under §2B1.1 for economic crimes as

compared to compensable harms authorized for restitution. Trainers focus on the similarities and

differences for these two distinct determinations.

https://www.ussc.gov/
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Economic Crimes and Restitution Series

Part III: Special Rules
Wednesday, July 28

1:00 pm – 3:15 pm (EDT)

The final installment of this series examines special rules used to determine loss calculations under

§2B1.1 for specific types of economic crimes. Trainers also discuss restitution determinations for

specific offenses of conviction. 

August 2021

SUSPO Training Series : Part I
Wednesday, August 4

12:00 pm – 1:15 pm (EDT)

3:00 pm – 4:15 pm (EDT) repeat session

This is the first of a three-part series available for SUSPOs and other supervisory USPOs responsible

for reviewing PSRs. Topics include common guideline application errors, sections of the PSR that

require careful review, and best practices.

SUSPO Training Series : Part II
Wednesday, August 11

12:00 pm – 1:15 pm (EDT)

3:00 pm – 4:15 pm (EDT) repeat session

Part two of this series available for SUSPOs and other supervisory USPOs responsible for reviewing

PSRs, continues the discussion of common guideline application errors, sections of the PSR that

require careful review, and best practices.

SUSPO Training Series : Part III
Wednesday, August 18

12:00 pm – 1:15 pm (EDT)

3:00 pm – 4:15 pm (EDT) repeat session

Part three of this series available for SUSPOs and other supervisory USPOs responsible for reviewing

PSRs, concludes the discussion of common guideline application errors, sections of the PSR that

require careful review, and best practices.
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Mitigating Role
Thursday, August 26

10:00 am – 12:15 pm (EDT)

1:30 pm – 3:45 pm (EDT) repeat session

This session provides an in-depth discussion of the application of §3B1.2 (Mitigating Role).

Participants will explore the circumstances in which this downward adjustment might apply.

September 2021

RICO Offenses
Thursday, September 2

10:00 am – 12:15 pm (EDT)

As prosecutions of organized crime become more frequent, it’s increasingly important to master

guideline application for racketeering offenses. Join us to discuss RICO and how charging practices

may affect guideline application.

Emerging Technologies
Wednesday, September 15

10:00 am – 12:15 pm (EDT)

1:30 pm – 3:45 pm (EDT) repeat session

This session addresses the latest trends in technology and crime and how this criminal activity

affects guideline application. Trainers focus on emerging technologies’ impact on the guidelines

related to economic crimes and sex offenses.

Case Law Update
Wednesday, September 29

1:30 pm – 3:45 pm (EDT)

This session, offered quarterly, provides an update on recent case law addressing federal sentencing

issues. Panelists discuss case law on selected topics and the impact their decisions have on

guideline application and other sentencing determinations.
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October 2021

New Officer Training Series

Part I: Introduction to Federal Sentencing
Tuesday, October 19

1:00 pm – 3:15 pm (EDT)

This is the first of a three-part series available for USPOs who have no more than two years’

experience as a presentence writer. Topics include an overview of the federal sentencing process,

the Guidelines Manual, and basic guideline application.

New Officer Training Series

Part II: Basic Relevant Conduct
Wednesday, October 20

1:00 pm – 3:15 pm (EDT)

Part two of this series for USPOs who have no more than two years’ experience as a presentence

writer discusses basic relevant conduct principles. This session highlights the analysis required

under §1B1.3 to determine a defendant’s offense level.

New Officer Training Series

Part III: Basic Criminal History and Imposing Sentence
Thursday, October 21

1:00 pm – 3:15 pm (EDT)

This is the final session of this series for USPOs who have no more than two years’ experience as a

presentence writer. Trainers provide an overview of how to calculate criminal history points and

discuss imposing a sentence.

November 2021

CJA Attorney Training Series

Part I: Relevant Conduct, Key Chapter Two Issues
Wednesday, November 3 

1:00 pm – 3:15 pm (EDT)

This is the first of a three-part series available for CJA Attorneys. Part one focuses on the relevant

conduct analysis set forth in §1B1.3, how it’s used to determine the offense level, and key application

issues related to specific offense types.

https://www.ussc.gov/
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CJA Attorney Training Series

Part II: Criminal History
Wednesday, November 10 

1:00 pm – 3:15 pm (EDT)

Part two of this series for CJA Attorneys addresses the calculation of criminal history points. Topics

include determining the length of a prior sentence, applicable time frames, and common errors.

CJA Attorney Training Series

Part III: Departures, Variances, and Chapter Five
Wednesday, November 17

1:00 pm – 3:15 pm (EDT)

The three-part series for CJA Attorneys concludes with a discussion of imposition of sentences under

Chapter Five. Trainers will address departures and variances and will identify helpful Commission

resources.

December 2021

Case Law Update
Wednesday, December 15

1:30pm – 3:45 pm (EDT)

This session, offered quarterly, provides an update on recent case law addressing federal sentencing

issues. Panelists discuss case law on selected topics and the impact their decisions have on

guideline application and other sentencing determinations.
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