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T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  S E N T E N C I N G  C O M M I S S I O N

 Determining the Fine
Organizational Guidelines

Did the organization operate primarily
for a criminal purpose or by criminal

means?

Preliminary determination
of inability to pay fine.

(readily ascertainable that
organization cannot and is

not able to pay?)

No fine or reduced fine imposed. 
§8C2.2

Sufficient fine to divest
organization of all net

assets. §8C1.1

Is the type of offense
covered by the guidelines

fine provisions? §8C2.1

Determine appropriate fine
under §8C2.10

Determine guideline fine range. 
§§8C2.3 - 2.9

Is the defendant able to pay a fine
within the range?

No fine or reduced fine imposed. 
§8C2.2

Continue with other
provisions/departure

considerations
§§8C4.1 - 4.11


