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Figure D-3

SENTENCE LENGTH IN DRUG TRAFFICKING CASES
BY MAJOR DRUG TYPE1

Fiscal Year 2023

Powder Cocaine      
(N=3,577)

Crack Cocaine       
(N=862)

Heroin              
(N=1,011)

Marijuana           
(N=561)

Methamphetamine     
(N=8,991)

1 Of the 64,124 cases, in 19,066 the individual was sentenced under USSG Chapter Two, Part D (Drugs).  Of these, 18,939 individuals were sentenced under 
§§2D1.1 (Drug Trafficking), 2D1.2 (Protected Locations), 2D1.5 (Continuing Criminal Enterprise), 2D1.6 (Use of a Communication Facility), 2D1.8 
(Rent/Manage Drug Establishment), 2D1.10 (Endangering Human Life While Manufacturing), or 2D1.14 (Narco-Terrorism).  Sentences of 470 months or 
greater (including life) and probation were included in the sentence average computations as 470 months and zero months, respectively.  The information in 
this figure includes conditions of confinement as described in USSG §5C1.1. Italicized numbers depict median values and the bolded numbers at the end of 
the bar indicate average values.  Descriptions of variables used in this figure are provided in Appendix A.

SOURCE:  U.S. Sentencing Commission, 2023 Datafile, USSCFY23.

Average sentence in 
bold at end of bar

Median sentence in 
italics

Fentanyl            
(N=3,354)


