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Powder Cocaine 
17.9%

Crack Cocaine 
7.8%

Heroin 
12.6%

Marijuana 
8.6%Other 

10.9%

Methamphetamine 
42.2%

Figure D-1

DISTRIBUTION OF PRIMARY DRUG TYPE
IN FEDERAL DRUG CASES1, 2

Fiscal Year 2019

SOURCE:  U.S. Sentencing Commission, 2019 Datafile, USSCFY19.

1 Of the 76,538 cases, in 20,085 the offender was sentenced under USSG Chapter Two, Part D (Drugs).  Of these, one was 
excluded due to missing information on drug type.  Descriptions of variables used in this figure are provided in Appendix A.

2 The 'Other' drug category includes the remaining primary drug types of which the following have more than 50 cases:    
Fentanyl N-Phenyl (900), Oxycodone/Oxycontin (464), Fentanyl Analogue (101), MDMA/Ecstasy/MDA (93), Hydrocodone 
(90), and Synthetic Cannabinoid (63).                            
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DRUG TYPE 12 24 30 38

Powder Cocaine Less than 50G 500G - 1,999G 5,000G - 14,999G At least 450,000G

N 100 317 381 300

Mean 18.7 1,095.8 8,982.5 1,348,435.3

Median 18.2 1,000.0 9,040.0 1,004,700.0

Crack Cocaine Less than 2.8G 28G - 111G 280G - 839G At least 25,200G

N 48 156 32 3

Mean 1.4 61.9 465.0 51,723.3

Median 1.4 60.3 436.0 29,540.0

Heroin Less than 10G 100G - 399G 1,000G - 2,999G At least 90,000G

N 101 205 191 9

Mean 2.9 216.9 1,719.4 130,787.8

Median 2.0 203.1 1,800.0 116,000.0

Marijuana 5,000G - 9,999G 100,000G - 399,999G 1,000,000G - 2,999,999G At least 90,000,000G

N 29 423 50 0

Mean 7,261.6 172,785.2 1,825,496.4 --

Median 6,900.0 145,000.0 1,945,000.0 --

Less than 5G 50G - 199G 500G - 1,499G At least 45,000G

N 33 198 218 56

Mean 2.9 107.5 939.0 108,233.3

Median 3.4 106.8 907.2 65,330.0

Less than 0.5G 5G - 19G 50G - 149G At least 4,500G

N 2 160 507 387

Mean -- 11.6 87.4 18,217.8

Median -- 11.9 82.4 10,000.0

1  Of the 76,538 cases, 19,463 were sentenced under §2D1.1 (Drug Trafficking).  Of these, 19,142 cases had complete guideline application information.  Of these 19,142 
cases, 17,095 involved powder cocaine, crack cocaine, heroin, marijuana, methamphetamine actual or mix.  Of these 17,095 cases, 7,086 had a base offense level of 12, 24,    
30, or 38.  Of these 7,086 cases, 3,180 were excluded due to one or more of the following reasons:  involvement of more than one drug type (1,694), missing drug amount    
or range (1,577), amendment year earlier than 2014 (6), or logical criteria (10).  The methamphetamine actual category also includes ICE.  Descriptions of variables used in  
this table are provided in Appendix A.   

SOURCE:  U.S. Sentencing Commission, 2019 Datafile, USSCFY19.

Methamphetamine Actual

Table D-10

DRUG AMOUNTS (IN GRAMS) FOR SELECTED
BASE OFFENSE LEVELS AND DRUG TYPES1

Fiscal Year 2019

Base Offense Level and Quantity Range

Methamphetamine Mix
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¹  Of the 76,538 cases, in 20,085 the offender was sentenced under USSG Chapter Two, Part D (Drugs).  Of these,  
19,765 offenders were sentenced under §§2D1.1 (Drug Trafficking), 2D1.2 (Protected Locations), 2D1.5 (Continuing  
Criminal Enterprise), 2D1.6 (Use of a Communication Facility), 2D1.8 (Rent/Manage Drug Establishment), 2D1.10   
(Endangering Human Life While Manufacturing), or 2D1.14 (Narco-Terrorism).  Of these 19,765 cases, eight were   
excluded because the offender was convicted of a mandatory minimum penalty from one of the following statutes:   
21 U.S.C. § 860a or 21 U.S.C. § 865.  Descriptions of variables used in this figure are provided in Appendix A.    

SOURCE:  U.S. Sentencing Commission, 2019 Datafile, USSCFY19.

Figure D-2

MANDATORY MINIMUM PENALTIES IN DRUG TRAFFICKING CASES1

Fiscal Year 2019

No Drug 
Mandatory 
Minimum

Penalty
34.3%

Less than 
60 Months

0.6%

60 Months
24.6%

120 Months
38.4%

180 Months
0.7%

240 Months
or More

1.2% Life
0.1%

LENGTH OF MANDATORY MINIMUM PENALTIES 

Both §5K1.1 and 
Safety Valve

9.2%

Safety Valve
31.6%

§5K1.1 
Substantial 
Assistance

17.1%

No Relief
42.2%

RELIEF FROM MANDATORY MINIMUM PENALTIES 
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Figure D-3

SENTENCE LENGTH OF DRUG TRAFFICKING OFFENDERS
BY MAJOR DRUG TYPE1

Fiscal Year 2019

Powder Cocaine      
(N=3,581)

Crack Cocaine       
(N=1,565)

Heroin              
(N=2,509)

Marijuana           
(N=1,675)

Methamphetamine     
(N=8,435)

1 Of the 76,538 cases, in 20,085 the offender was sentenced under USSG Chapter Two, Part D (Drugs).  Of these, 19,765 offenders were sentenced under 
§§2D1.1 (Drug Trafficking), 2D1.2 (Protected Locations), 2D1.5 (Continuing Criminal Enterprise), 2D1.6 (Use of a Communication Facility), 2D1.8 
(Rent/Manage Drug Establishment), 2D1.10 (Endangering Human Life While Manufacturing), or 2D1.14 (Narco-Terrorism).  Sentences of 470 months or 
greater (including life) and probation were included in the sentence average computations as 470 months and zero months, respectively.  The information in 
this figure includes conditions of confinement as described in USSG §5C1.1.  Italicized numbers depict median values and the bolded numbers at the end of 
the bar indicate average values.  Descriptions of variables used in this figure are provided in Appendix A.

SOURCE:  U.S. Sentencing Commission, 2019 Datafile, USSCFY19.

Average sentence in 
bold at end of bar

Median sentence in 
italics.
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