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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS
11:10 a. m

CHAIR REEVES. &ood norning. |’mthe
chair of the United States Sentencing
Comm ssion, Carlton W Reeves, and | wel cone you
all to this public neeting. | thank each of you
for joining us, whether you're in this roomwth
us, or attending by live stream

| have the honor of opening this
neeting wwth nmy fell ow Comm ssioners. To ny
right, we have Vice Chair Luis Felipe Restrepo
and Comm ssioner Candice Wong. To ny left, we
have Vice Chair Claire Murray, Vice Chair Laura
Mate, and Ex-Officio Conm ssioner Scott Meisler.

We're al so joined by our wonderful
Comm ssi on enpl oyees, sone of whomare in this
room nost of whomare not. They have done the
research, they have drafted the policies, they
have set up this room on behalf of the
Comm ssioners and the public. And they, |adies
and gentl enen, have done and always do so nuch

nor e.
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On behal f of the Conm ssioners and the
public, I want to thank each of you enpl oyees.
| want to thank our agency staff for the great
wor k that you do every single day for us and
this nation. The first order of business is a
vote to adopt the April 16, 2026 public neeting
mnutes. |s there a notion to do so?

VI CE CHAI R RESTREPO.  So noved.

CHAIR REEVES: |s there a second?

COW SSI ONER WONG.  Second.

CHAIR REEVES. Is there any di scussion
on the notion? Let's vote on the notion by
sayi ng aye.

(Chorus of ayes.)

CHAI R REEVES. Any nays? Hearing no
nays, the notion is adopted by voice vote. The
next item of business is a possible vote to
pronul gate a proposed anendnent to the
gui del i nes concerni ng of fenses invol ving
unmanned aircraft. The Deputy General Counsel,
Matt |aconetti, will now advise the Conmm ssion

on this matter.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

MR | ACONETTI: Thank you, Judge
Reeves. The proposed anendnent responds to the
SAFER SKI ES Act, which contains several
provisions relating to offenses invol ving
unmanned aircraft. The act creates a new fel ony
of fense for repeat convictions for violating
nati onal defense airspace under 49 U S. C. 46307
and anends statutory penalties for providing
contraband to inprisoned individuals in
violation of 18 U . S. C. 1791.

The act also directs the Comm ssion to
pronul gate gui delines or anendnents to
gui delines that substantially increase the
sentenci ng range for all offenses involving the
use of unmanned aircraft. The proposed
amendnment woul d i npl enent these provisions by
creating a new guideline at Section 3bl. 6,
providing a tiered adjustnent of six or four
| evel s. The new guideline also includes a
special instruction to account for other Chapter
2 enhancenents or Chapter 3 adjustnents.

Last, the proposed anendnent would al so
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amend Appendi x A to provide a reference to 49

U. S.C. Section 46307 to Section 2a5.2 for felony
of fenses, and Section 2x5.2 for m sdeneanor

of fenses. A notion to pronul gate the amendnment
with an effective date of March 15, 2027 and
techni cal and conform ng anendnent authority to
staff would be appropriate at this tine.

CHAIR REEVES:. |Is there a notion to
pronmul gate the anendnent as suggested by our
Deputy Ceneral Counsel ?

VI CE CHAI R MJURRAY: So noved.

CHAIR REEVES. |Is there a second?

COMM SSI ONER WONG  Second.

CHAI R REEVES. |Is there any di scussion
on this notion? Hearing no discussion, let's
vote on the notion by saying aye.

(Chorus of ayes.)

CHAIR REEVES. Any nays? The notion is
adopted. And let the record reflect that at
| east four Comm ssioners voted in favor of the
notion. The next item of business -- and |

voted aye. Y all didn't hear ne. Aye. | don't
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think | said, but I"'mvoting in favor of the
not i on.

The next item of business is a possible
vote to publish in the Federal Register the
Comm ssion's final policy priorities for the
2026- 2027 anendnent cycle. The Deputy Ceneral
Counsel will now advise the Conm ssion on the
matter.

MR. | ACONETTI: You have before you a
notice of final priorities for consideration.
The Comm ssion published a notice of possible
policy priorities in the Federal Register on
June 12th, and the Conm ssion received and
revi ewed public comment since that tinme in
response to the notice. A notion to adopt and
publish in the Federal Register the final notice
of policy priorities for the 2026-2027 anendnent
cycle is appropriate at this tine.

CHAIR REEVES. |Is there a notion to
publish in the Federal Register the final notice
of policy priorities for the Conm ssion's 2026-

2027 amendnent cycle as suggested by our Deputy
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General Counsel ?

VI CE CHAIR MATE: So noved.

CHAIR REEVES: |s there a second?

VI CE CHAI R RESTREPO.  Second.

CHAIR REEVES. Is there any di scussion
on this notion? Let's then vote on the notion
by sayi ng aye.

(Chorus of ayes.)

CHAIR REEVES. Are there any nays? The
notion is adopted. And let the record refl ect
that at |east three Conm ssioners voted in favor
of the notion to publish. The next item of
busi ness is a possible vote to publish in the
Federal Regi ster proposed anendnents and issues
for public comment on the Comm ssion's rul es of
practice and procedure. The Deputy General
Counsel will now advi se the Conm ssion on the
matt er.

MR. | ACONETTI: The proposed anendnent
revises the Conm ssion's rules of practice and
procedure. It is a multi-part amendnent and the

Comm ssion is considering whether to pronul gate
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any or all parts of the anendnent as they are
not nutually excl usive.

Part A of the proposed anendnent woul d
make changes to the introduction to the rules to
nore closely track the statutory requirenents
set forth in 28 U S.C. 991(b). Part B of the
proposed anendnent would revise Rule 2.2 to
provide that the decision to make an anmendnent
avail able for retroactivity shall require an
affirmative vote of at |east five nenbers at a
public neeting.

Part C of the proposed anendnent woul d
amend Rules 3.1 and 3.4 to allow a
representative of the Commttee on the Cri m nal
Law of the Judicial Conference and a
representative of the Federal Public and
Community Defenders to participate in Comm ssion
neetings and public hearings. Part D of the
proposed anendnent sets forth three options for
revising Rule 4.3 addressing ex-parte
communi cati ons.

Part E of the proposed anendnent woul d
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amend Rule 5.2 regarding the procedure for
setting the agenda of the Conm ssion's

pol i cymaki ng cycle every year. Part F of the
proposed anendnent would anmend Rule 5.3 to
requi re disclosure of certain nmaterials and
docunents generated for Comm ssioners for public
and non-public neetings. Part G of the proposed
amendnment nmakes several technical and clerical
changes. Part H of the proposed anendnent

provi des an issue for coment on possible
further revisions to the rules.

A notion to publish the proposed
amendnment with public comment period closing on
Cct ober 26, 2026 and technical and conform ng
changes. Anendnent authority to staff is
appropriate at this tine.

CHAIR REEVES: |Is there a notion to
publ i sh the proposed anendnent to the rul es of
practice and procedure as suggested by our
Deputy Ceneral Counsel ?

VI CE CHAI R RESTREPO. So noved.

CHAlI R REEVES: |s there a second?
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VI CE CHAI R MATE: Second.

CHAIR REEVES. Is there any di scussion
on the notion? Before we vote on these rules
revisions, | just want to say a few words about
them First, these proposals respond to
conmments we' ve recei ved over the years about how
the Comm ssion does its business. And | know
all of us Comm ssioners have spent consi derable
ti me thinking about how we can do our work
better.

But | want to enphasize that these
proposals are just that, proposals. They are
I deas about the kinds of change that could be, |
enphasi ze could be, helpful to our work. That
uncertainty is why we are so eager to receive
public comment. And that uncertainty is why we
will hold a roundtable on these proposal s next
nonth. There, we will hear from many peopl e,

I ncl udi ng experts in adm ni strative procedure,
who can help us think through these ideas and
any other ideas that may inprove our practices

and procedures.
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In short, | adies

Is nore work to do. And |
seeing where this process t
to conme. So coll eagues,
noti on by saying aye.
(Chorus of ayes.)
CHAI R REEVES:
Heari ng no nays,

the record reflect that at

Comm ssioners voted in favor

public.

Now,

before the Comm ssion today?

there a notion to adj ourn?

VI CE CHAI R MURRAY:

CHAl R REEVES:

VI CE CHAI R RESTREPQO

CHAl R REEVES:

notion by saying aye. All
(Chorus of ayes.)
CHAlI R REEVES:

I s adopted by voice vote.

you may vote on this

Are there any nays?

the notion is adopted.

I's there any further business

|s there a second?

Let's vote on that

Any opposed?

11

and gentlenen, there

| ook forward to

akes us in the nonths

And | et
| east three

of the notion to

S

Heari ng none,

So noved.

Second.

in favor?

The noti on

And this neeting,
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| adi es and gent| enen,
you.

(Wher eupon,

went off the record at 11:21 a.m)

12

I's now adj ourned. Thank

t he above-entitled nmatter
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcri bed
under ny direction; further, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs; and that | am neither counsel for,
related to, nor enployed by any of the parties
to this action in which this matter was taken;
and further that | amnot a relative nor an
enpl oyee of any of the parties nor counsel

enpl oyed by the parties, and | am not
financially or otherwi se interested in the

out cone of the action.
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Jenni fer Li ndeman
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