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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS
1: 30 p. m

CHAIR REEVES. The neeting is called to
order. Good afternoon. [|I'mthe Chair of the
United States Sentencing Conm ssion, Carlton W
Reeves. And | welcone all of you to this public
meeting. | thank each of you for joining us in
person and via |ive stream on our Ww. USSC. gov.

| have the honor of opening the neeting
with ny fell ow Conm ssioners. To ny right, we
have Vice Chair Luis Felipe Restrepo and
Comm ssi oner Candace Wng. To ny |left, we have
Vice Chair Claire Murray, Vice Chair Laura Mate,
and ex officio Comm ssioner Scott Meisler.

W're also joined by many of our
Comm ssi on enpl oyees. Together, our staff have
done the research. They've drafted the policies,
and they have done so, so nuch nore to nmake this
neeting possible. And | thank each of you.

And on behal f of the Conm ssioners and
the public, we thank you. W thank you all, all

of our Agency staff, for the amazing work that you
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do every singl e day.

| also want to thank the many people
out si de of the Agency, out of these Agency's
wal s, who participated in the Conmssion's
pol i cymaki ng work this cycle, our advisory groups,
menbers of the public, nenbers of Congress,
j udges, probation officers, practitioners, and
advocacy or gani zati ons and I ncar cer at ed
I ndi viduals and their famlies and | oved ones.
Thank you.

These are the people who urged us to
prioritize work on fixing pressing problens in
federal sentencing. They gave us infornmative
testinmony in our hearings. They nade persuasive
argunents at our roundtabl es, and they gave us
reans of data and evidence in public coment.

Today, the Comm ssion may not fulfill the
hopes of all those who hel ped us al ong the way
this vyear. But regardless of what we five
Comm ssioners vote to adopt today, regardl ess of
what we do not adopt, know this: if you spoke to

the Comm ssion during this cycle, you were heard,
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and you are deeply appreciated. And that's what
|'ve always told you, and that's what | w ]l
al ways tell you.

Your input is valuable. It always wll
be val uable. Your input matters, so nuch. So |
t hank each of you who have contributed to our work
during this cycle.

So now the first order of business is to
vote to adopt the January 30th, 2026 public
neeting mnutes. |s there a notion to do so?

VI CE CHAI R RESTREPG  So noved.

CHAIR REEVES. |Is there a second?

COW SSI ONER WONG.  Second.

CHAI R REEVES. |Is there any di scussion on
the notion? Let's vote on the notion by saying
aye.

(Chorus of aye.)

CHAI R REEVES: Any nays?

Heari ng no nays, the notion is adopted by
voi ce vote of a mpjority of the nenbers.

The next item of business is possible

votes to pronul gate proposed anendnents. The
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General Counsel, Kathleen Gilli, wll advise the
Comm ssion on the first possible vote concerning a
proposed drug of fenses anendnent.

M5. GRILLI: Thank you, Judge Reeves.
The proposed anendnent would anend 2D1.1 to
address the enactnent of the Halt Al Lethal
Trafficking of Fentanyl Act by anmending the drug
quantity table at 2D1.1(c) and the drug
equi val ency tables at Application Note 8(D) of the
commentary and anending the enhancenent at
2D1. 1(b) (13).

A nmotion to pronulgate the proposed
amendnment with an effective date of Novenber 1st,
2026, and technical and conform ng anendnent
authority to staff would be in order at this tine.

CHAIR REEVES: |s there a notion to
pronul gate the proposed anendnent as suggested by
our GCeneral Counsel?

VI CE CHAI R MURRAY: So noved.

CHAIR REEVES: |s there a second?

VI CE CHAI R MATE: Second.

CHAIR REEVES. Is there any di scussion on

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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this notion?

Let's vote on the notion by saying aye.

(Chorus of aye.)

CHAI R REEVES:. Any nays?

Heari ng no nays, the notion is adopted.
And let the record reflect that at |east four
Comm ssioners voted in favor of the notion.

The General Counsel will now advise the
Comm ssion on a possible vote concerning an
i nflationary adjustnent anmendnent.

M5. GRILLI: The proposed inflationary
adj ust nent s anendnent woul d anend the nonetary
tables in the guidelines to adjust for inflation
usi ng the sanme net hodol ogy the Conmm ssion used in
2015.

In addition, the proposed anendnent
adjusts for inflation the nonetary val ue and
specific offense characteristics in other Chapter
2 guidelines and includes conform ng changes to
the guidelines that refer to the nonetary tables.

A notion to pronul gate the amendnent with

an effective date of Novenber 1st, 2026, and
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techni cal and conform ng anendnent authority to
staff would be appropriate at this tine.

CHAIR REEVES: |Is there a notion to
pronul gate the proposed anmendnent as suggested by
our Ceneral Counsel ?

VI CE CHAI R RESTREPC.  So noved.

CHAIR REEVES:. |s there a second?

VI CE CHAI R MJRRAY:  Second.

CHAIR REEVES. Is there any di scussion on
the notion?

Let's vote on the notion by saying aye.

(Chorus of aye.)

CHAI R REEVES: Any nays?

The notion is adopted. And let the
record reflect that at |east four Conmm ssioners
voted in favor of the notion.

The CGeneral Counsel will now advise the
Comm ssion on a possible vote concerning a
mul ti pl e-count anmendnent.

M5. GRILLI: This proposed anmendnent
would anend the guidelines to sinplify the

procedure for determning the single offense |evel
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for cases involving multiple counts. It would
replace the five guidelines in Chapter 3, Part D,
with a single guideline at 3D1.1 that provides all
the steps necessary to determne the single
of fense level for multiple counts. The proposed
amendnent woul d al so provi de a revi sed

I ntroductory comentary.

A notion to pronulgate the proposed
amendnent with an effective date of Novenber 1st,
2026, and technical and conform ng anendnent
authority to staff would be in order at this tine.

CHAIR REEVES. |Is there a notion to
pronul gate the proposed anmendnent as suggested by
t he General Counsel ?

COW SSI ONER WONG.  So noved.

CHAIR REEVES. |Is there a second?

VI CE CHAI R RESTREPO.  Second.

CHAIR REEVES. Is there any di scussion on
this notion?

Al right. Let's vote on the notion by
sayi ng aye.

(Chorus of aye.)
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CHAl R REEVES: Any nays?

Hearing no nays, the notion is adopted,
and let the record reflect that at |east four
Comm ssioners voted in favor of the notion.

The CGeneral Counsel will now advise the
Comm ssion on a possible vote concerning a
sinplification anmendnent.

M5. GRILLI: The proposed sinplification
amendnment would delete 26 specific offense
characteristics in various guidelines in the
manual that courts did not apply at all in the
| ast five fiscal years. These 26 specific offense
characteristics applied a snmall nunber of tines,
if at all, using a 25-year | ook-back w ndow.

A notion to pronulgate the sinplification
amendnment with an effective date of Novenber 1st,
2026, and technical and conform ng anmendnent
authority to staff would be in order at this tine.

CHAIR REEVES. |Is there a notion to
pronul gate the proposed anmendnent as suggested by
our Ceneral Counsel ?

COW SSI ONER WONG:  So noved.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAIR REEVES:. |Is there a second?

VI CE CHAI R RESTREPO.  Second.

CHAIR REEVES. Is there any di scussion on
this notion?

Let's vote on the notion, then, by saying
aye.

(Chorus of aye.)

CHAI R REEVES: Any nays?

The notion is adopted, and let the record
reflect that at |east four Conmm ssioners voted in
favor of the notion.

Qur General Counsel will now advise the
Comm ssion on a possible vote concerning a
sent enci ng opti ons anendnent.

M5. GRILLI: The proposed sentencing
opti on anmendnent woul d generally anend Part A of
Chapter 5 to add new i ntroductory commentary to
Part A of Chapter 5 and nove the sentencing table
into a new Guideline 5A1.1 that al so contains
provi sions describing the structure and operation
of the sentencing table.

A notion to pronul gate the sentencing
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options anendnent wth an effective date of
Novenber 1st, 2026, and technical and conform ng
amendnent authority to staff would be in order at
this tine.

CHAIR REEVES: |Is there a notion to
pronmul gate the proposed anendnent as suggested by
our General Counsel?

COW SSI ONER WONG.  So nmoved.

CHAIR REEVES: |s there a second?

VI CE CHAI R RESTREPO. Second.

CHAIR REEVES. Is there any discussion on
this notion?

Let's then vote on the notion by saying
aye.

(Chorus of aye.)

CHAI R REEVES: Any nays?

Hearing none, the notion is adopted, and
let the record reflect that at |east four
Comm ssioners voted in favor of the notion.

Qur General Counsel will now advise the
Commi ssion on a possible vote concerning a

m scel | aneous anendnent.
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M5. GRILLI: The m scell aneous anendnent
responds to recently enacted legislation. Part A
responds to the Protecting Anericans' Data from
Forei gn Adversaries Act by anmendi ng Appendi x A and
5H3.1. Part B responds to the Foreign Extortion
Prevention Technical Correction Act by anendi ng
Appendi x A and 2C1. 1.

A notion to pronul gate the m scel | aneous
amendnent with an effective date of Novenber 1st,
2026, and technical and conform ng anendnent
authority to staff would be in order at this tine.

CHAIR REEVES. |Is there a notion to
pronul gate the proposed anmendnent as suggested by
our Ceneral Counsel ?

COW SSI ONER WONG.  So noved.

CHAIR REEVES. |Is there a second?

VI CE CHAI R RESTREPO.  Second.

CHAIR REEVES. Is there any di scussion on
this notion? Woa. Turning too many pages.

Let's then vote on the notion by saying
aye.

(Chorus of aye.)

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAl R REEVES: Any nays?

The notion is adopted, and let the record
reflect that at |east four Conm ssioners voted in
favor of the notion.

Qur Ceneral Counsel wll now advise the
Comm ssion on a possible vote concerning a
techni cal anendnent.

M5. GRILLI: The technical anmendnent
woul d make technical and ot her non-substantive
changes to the @iideline Mnual, including
replacing references to the Bureau of Prisons with
Federal Bureau of Prisons and nmaki ng technical
changes to update references to the Communi cations
Act of 1934.

A notion to pronul gate the techni cal
amendnment with an effective date of Novenber 1st,
2026, and technical and conform ng anmendnent
authority to staff would be in order at this tine.

CHAIR REEVES. |Is there a notion to
pronul gate the proposed anmendnent as suggested by
our Ceneral Counsel ?

VI CE CHAIR MATE: So noved.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAIR REEVES:. |Is there a second?

VI CE CHAI R MURRAY: Second.

CHAIR REEVES. Is there any di scussion on
this notion?

Hearing none, let's vote on the notion by
sayi ng aye.

(Chorus of aye.)

CHAI R REEVES: Any nays?

Hearing none, the notion is adopted, and
let the record reflect that at |east four
Comm ssioners voted in favor of the notion.

The next item of business is a possible
vote to publish in the Federal Register a proposed
gui del i ne anmendnent and issues for public comrent.

The CGeneral Counsel will advise the Conm ssion on
a possi bl e vote concerning a proposed unmanned
aircraft anmendnent.

M5. CGRILLI: The Unmanned Aircraft
Amendment responds to the directive in the Safer
Skies Act of the National Defense Authorization
Act for fiscal year 2026. The Act included a

directive to the Conmssion to promulgate

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

15

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

gui del i nes or anmendnents to the guidelines that
substantially increase the sentencing range for
all offenses involving the use of an unnmanned
aircraft.

In response to the directive, the
proposed anendnent woul d create a new gui deline at
3B1.6 providing a tiered adjustnent for offenses
I nvol ving the use of an unmanned aircraft.

A notion to publish the proposed Unnanned
Aircraft Amendnent wth an original comment period
-- a comment period closing on June 18th, 2026,
and technical and conform ng anendnent to staff
woul d be in order at this tine.

CHAIR REEVES:. |Is there a notion to
publish the proposed anendnent as suggested by our
CGeneral Counsel ?

VI CE CHAI R RESTREPO. So noved.

CHAIR REEVES: |s there a second?

VI CE CHAI R MJRRAY: Second.

CHAIR REEVES. |Is there any di scussion on
this notion?

Hearing none, let's then vote on the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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noti on by sayi ng aye.

(Chorus of aye.)

CHAI R REEVES: Any nays?

Heari ng no nays, the notion is adopted,
and let the record reflect that at |east three
Comm ssioners voted in favor of the notion to
publ i sh.

Ladi es and gentl enen, this al nost waps
up this final -- well, this neeting for this
cycle. But now!| want to turn the canmeras over to
Ken Cohen, our Staff Director.

MR. COHEN:. Thank you, Judge. | have a
brief Staff Director's report to give. | don't
usually give reports, but we have two inportant
personnel itens to nake note of.

The first is that Christine Kitchens w |
be retiring fromour Ofice of Research and Data.

She's a Seni or Research Associate. After 31
years of federal service, all 31 years here at the
Comm ssion, she wll be retiring at the end of
May.

And if you know Christine, nothing gets

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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in the way of her work. She's in her office now
wor ki ng and wat ching us on the stream Christine
does all of our nost conplicated sentencing,
prison, and retroactive activity inpact anal yses.
And so, if you're a nenber of the public and have
| ooked at those on our website, ww. ussc.gov, Yyou
have read her work. So congratul ations and thank
you to Christine.

W al so have another retirenent to mark.

The young lady to ny left, Kathleen Gilli, wll
be retiring frombeing General Counsel, also at
the end of May. So, this is her last public
nmeet i ng.

Kat hl een has been working in the federal
governnment for only 29 years, 22 of which have
been here at the Comm ssion. Wen she retires at
the end of May, she will be our |ongest-serving
CGeneral Counsel. 4,619 days she's been our
General Counsel .

M5. GRILLI: Nobody's counti ng.

MR. COHEN: Nobody's counting. She's

been our General Counsel since 2013, and she wl |
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have beat John Steer, who then went on to becone
one of our Vice Chairs, by six days.

Before that, she al so served as ny Deputy
CGeneral Counsel for six years when | was General
Counsel. And so, we've really worked side by
side, first as |law partners and then she as ny
| egal advisor, for 20 years. And so, while |I know
the Comm ssion, all of you, wll mss her, | wll
m ss her a [ot nore.

Thank you and congratul ati ons, Kathl een.

M5. GRILLI: Thank you.

CHAI R REEVES:. Kathl een, | thought he was
going to break those days into hours.

MR COHEN: O an hourly rate.

M5. GRILLI: Tine flies when you're
havi ng fun, Judge.

CHAI R REEVES: And we've had so nuch fun
wi th you.

M5. GRILLI: Thank you.

CHAI R REEVES: Thank you so very nuch
fromthe slate of Conm ssioners who were confirmnmed

in 2022. |'m speaking on behalf of themas well,
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but in particular, the five who remain wth us
today. W thank you so very nuch for all the

advi ce and consultation, the scripts that -- the
things that you tell ne to say and the things that
you accosted nme about not sayi ng.

| appreciate everything that you' ve done
for the Agency, everything that you' ve done for
the public. W're deeply indebted to you. And I
hope you have another 31, 45, 60 years. | put it
all together between you and Christine. [It's 60
years, which surpasses the age of everybody on
t hi s panel except for two.

Thank you, Kathl een. Thank you,
Christine. W so very nmuch appreciate the two of
you and all of our staff, but thank you, Kathleen,
for all that you've done.

M5. GRILLI: [It's been an honor and a
privilege.

CHAIR REEVES: So, on that note, is there
any further business before the Conmm ssion?

Hearing none, then is there a notion to

adjourn this neeting in honor of Kathleen Gilli?
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by sayi ng aye.
(Chorus of aye.)

(Chorus of aye.)

adj ourned. Thank you so nuch.

went off the record at 1:50 p.m)

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC

VI CE CHAI R MJURRAY: So noved.
CHAlI R REEVES: |s there a second?
VI CE CHAI R RESTREPO.  Second.

CHAl R REEVES: Let's vote on this notion

CHAIR REEVES: Al -- well,

Kat hl een. Al in favor, let's say aye.
CHAI R REEVES: Any opposed?
No. The notion is adopted by voice vote,

and this neeting, |adies and gentlenen, is now

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under
my direction; further, that said transcript is a
true and accurate record of the proceedi ngs; and
that I amneither counsel for, related to, nor
enpl oyed by any of the parties to this action in
which this matter was taken; and further that | am
not a relative nor an enpl oyee of any of the
parties nor counsel enployed by the parties, and |
amnot financially or otherwise interested in the

out come of the action.

Shr est a Bel ede
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