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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
(11: 00 a. m)
CHAIR REEVES:. State sentencing
comm ssion Carlton W Reeves and | wel cone you all

to this public neeting. Due to the ongoing cl eanup

fromthe snow and -- that bl anketed the DC area and
many parts of the country, this neeting wll be
conducted renotely. | thank each of you for joining
us via live stream In the event that we |ose the

|ive stream connection or encounter any
technol ogi cal issues, the neeting will be recorded
and made avail abl e on our website, WW USSC. gov.

| have the honor of opening this neeting with ny
fell ow comm ssioners. Joining us via live stream
we have Vice Chair Luis Felipe Restrepo, Vice Chair
Laura Mate, and Vice Chair Claire Murray, as well
as Comm ssi oner Candi ce Wng, and our ex officio
comm ssioner Scott Meisler. W are also joined by
t he comm ssi on enpl oyees, again via live stream
They have done the research, they have assisted
us in doing the work, they have drafted these

policies, and this week they have worked to ensure
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that the technology allows us to continue the
i nportant work of the conmm ssion uninterrupted.
And | thank the staff imensely for going above and
beyond the call of duty. They've done all of this
to make this neeting possible. So, on behalf of
the comm ssioners and the public, staff, | thank
all of you for everything that you've done, all the
amazi ng work that you do every single day.
The first order of business is a vote to adopt

t he Decenber 12th, 2025 public neeting m nutes.
|s there a notion to do so?

COW SSI ONER MEI SLER: So noved.

CHAIR REEVES: |s there a second?

VI CE CHAI R MATE: Second.

VI CE CHAI R MURRAY: Second.

CHAIR REEVES:. Is there any discussion on
t he noti on?

Havi ng no di scussion, vote on the notion by

sayi ng ' Aye'.

(Chorus of aye.)

CHAI R REEVES. Any nays? No nays. The

notion is adopted by voice vote.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

The next itemof business is a possible vote
to publish in the federal register proposed
gui del i ne anendnents and i ssues for public coment.
The Deputy Attorney -- excuse ne, the Deputy
General Counsel Matt laconetti will advise a
comm ssion on the first possible vote concerning
a proposed sentencing options anendnent.
MR I ACONETTI: Thank you Judge Reeves.
The first anendnent before you | abel ed ' sentencing
options' is a two part anmendnent. The conmm ssion
IS considering whether to pronul gate any or all
parts of the anmendnent, as they are not nutually
excl usi ve.
Part A of the proposed anendnent woul d anend
Part A of Chapter Five to make two changes. First,
It would add new i ntroductory commentary to Part
A of Chapter Five. Second, it would add a new
gui deline, Section 5A 1.1, and as a result
redesi gnate the sentencing table as Section 5A 1.2,
and make techni cal changes to the existing
comrentary in the introduction.

Part B of the proposed anendnent expands Zone
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B and Zone C of the sentencing table and nakes
conform ng changes to Section 5B 1.1 and Section
5C 1.1 regarding the inposition of a term of
probation or inprisonnent.

| ssues for coment are al so provided for each
part. The notion to publish the anendnment with the
public comment period closing on March 18th, 2026
and techni cal and conform ng anendnent authority
to staff is appropriate at this tine.

CHAI R REEVES: Thank you. 1Is there a
notion to publish the proposed anendnent as
suggested by our Deputy Ceneral Counsel.

VI CE CHAI R MURRAY: So noved.

CHAIR REEVES: |s there a second?

COW SSI ONER MEI SLER:  Second.

CHAIR REEVES:. |Is there any discussion on
t he notion?

Now, let's vote on the notion by saying 'Aye'.

(Chorus of aye.)

CHAI R REEVES: Any nays?

The notion is adopted and let the record reflect

that at | east three comm ssioners voted in favor
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of the notion to publish. The Deputy General

Counsel will now advise the comm ssion on a possible
vote concerning a proposed career offender

amendnent .

MR. | ACONETTI: Thank you Judge. The
proposed career offender anendnent has nultiple
parts. It addresses the crine of violence
definition in the guideline, the controlled
substance definition in the guideline, as well as
both definitions in Section 2K 2.1. Each part of
t he anendnent has two parts. The comm ssion is
consi dering whether to pronul gate any or all parts
of this anmendnent, as they are not nutually
excl usi ve.

The proposed anendnent woul d revi se the
approach to determ ni ng whet her an of fense
qualifies as a crinme of violence by nunerating
federal statute and anal ogous state crines that
qualify or defining certain crinmes based on their
designation or | abel as designated in the States.

The proposed anendnent woul d anmend the term

"controll ed substance of fense' in section 4B 1.2,
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by listing federal drug trafficking statutes to
define a controll ed substance, or by nmaintaining
the current definition but setting a m ni num
sentence |l ength requirenment for prior conviction
to qualify. And the proposed anendnent woul d al so
amend Section 2K 2.1 to incorporate the current
rel evant parts of Section 4B 1.2 to define the terns
"crime of violence' and 'controlled substance
of fense' or alternatively by anmendi ng the
definitions based on the terns 'serious drug
of fense', 'violent felony', and Section 924E of
Title 18 of the United States Code.

| ssues for conment are al so provided for each
part. A notion to publish the amendnent with the
public comment period closing on March 18th, 2026
and technical and conform ng anmendnent authority
to staff is appropriate at this tine.

CHAIR REEVES: |Is there a notion to
publ i sh the proposed anendnent as suggested by the
Deputy CGeneral Counsel.

VI CE CHAI R MURRAY: So noved.

CHAlI R REEVES: |s there a second?
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COW SSI ONER WONG:  Second.

CHAIR REEVES:. |Is there any discussion on
t he notion?

Let's vote on the notion then by saying 'Aye'.

(Chorus of aye.)

CHAI R REEVES: Any nays?

The notion is adopted and let the record reflect
that at |east three comm ssioners voted in favor
of the notion to publish. The Deputy General
Counsel will now advise the conm ssion on a possible
vote on a proposed anendnent on circuit conflicts
concerning Section 4B 1. 2.

MR. | ACONETTI: Before you, you have an
amendnent that addresses two circuit conflicts that
contain nultiple parts. As before, the conm ssion
I s considering whether to pronul gate any or all
parts of this anendnent, as they are not nutually
excl usi ve.

The proposed anendnent will provide a
definition for the term'controlled substance' to
address the circuit conflict concerning whether the

term'controll ed substance' only covers those
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of fenses controlled by federal |aw or also controls
-- is also defined based on those defenses
controlled by state | aw.

The proposed anendnent al so addresses circuit
conflict regarding the tenporal version of the drug
schedul e used to define controll ed substance
events. Either that at the place of the tinme of
t he defendants prior conviction or at the tinme of
the incident offense for sentencing. The proposed
amendnent woul d al so anend the commentary in Section
201.2 which uses the term'drug trafficking offense'
whi ch closely tracks the definition of 'controlled
subst ance offense', Section 4B 1.2. It sets for the
sane options.

| ssues for corment are al so provided for each.

A notion to publish the anendnent with the public
comrent period closing on March 18th, 2026 with
techni cal and conform ng anendnent authority to
staff is appropriate at this tine.

CHAIR REEVES:. |Is there a notion to
publ i sh the proposed anendnent as suggested by the

Deputy Ceneral Counsel.
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VI CE CHAI R MJURRAY: So noved.

COW SSI ONER MEI SLER: So noved.

CHAIR REEVES: |s there a second?

VI CE CHAI R MURRAY:  Second.

COW SSI ONER MEI SLER:  Second.

CHAIR REEVES: |s there any discussion on
t he notion?

Hearing no discussion, let's vote on the notion
by saying ' Aye'.

(Chorus of aye.)

CHAI R REEVES:. Are there any nays?

The notion is adopted and let the record reflect
that at | east three comm ssioners voted in favor
of the notion to publish. Qur Deputy General
Counsel will now advice the conm ssion on a possible
vote concerning a proposed human snuggli ng
amendnent .

MR. | ACONETTI: The proposed human
snmuggl i ng anendnent anmends Section 201.2 to address
the risk and harmin those offenses. It also
provides a cross reference, instructing courts to

apply the guideline from Chapter 2 Part A subpart
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11

3 in appropriate cases to address the risk and harm
to those offenses as well.

| ssues for coment are al so provided. A notion
to publish the amendnent with public coment period
cl osing on March 18th, 2026 with technical and
conform ng anendnent authority to staff is
appropriate at this tine.

CHAIR REEVES: |Is there a notion to
publish the proposed amendnent as suggested by the
Deputy General Counsel.

VI CE CHAI R MJRRAY: So noved.

CHAIR REEVES: 1s there a second?

COWM SSI ONER WONG  Second.

CHAIR REEVES: |s there any discussion on
t he notion?

Hearing no discussion, let's vote on the notion
by saying 'Aye'.

(Chorus of aye.)

CHAI R REEVES: Are there any nays?

The notion is adopted and let the record reflect
that at |east three conm ssioners voted in favor

of the notion to publish. Now, is there any further
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12

busi ness before the comm ssion?

The only thing | would like to do is invite
the public to attend our public hearing that wll
occur February the 17th, 2026. W hope to begin
it at 9 a.m and we hope that we all are together
In person and that we'll, of course, we'll be
broadcasted by live stream |s there anything
further?

Hearing nothing, is there a notion to adjourn?

VI CE CHAI R MURRAY: So noved.

CHAIR REEVES: |Is there a second?

VI CE CHAIR MATE: Second.

COMM SSI ONER MEI SLER: Second.

CHAIR REEVES. Let's follow on notion by
saying 'Aye'. Al in favor?

(Chorus of aye.)

CHAI R REEVES. Any opposed? All right,
t hank you so much. The notion is adopted by voice

vote and the neeting now adj ourned.
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under
my direction; further, that said transcript is a
true and accurate record of the proceedi ngs; and
that I amneither counsel for, related to, nor

enpl oyed by any of the parties to this action in
which this matter was taken; and further that | am
not a relative nor an enployee of any of the parties
nor counsel enployed by the parties, and I am not
financially or otherwise interested in the outcone

of the acti on.

Vi cky Si nonyak
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