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·1· · · · · · · · · P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

·2· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·(11:00 a.m.)

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· State sentencing

·4· ·commission Carlton W. Reeves and I welcome you all

·5· ·to this public meeting.· Due to the ongoing cleanup

·6· ·from the snow and -- that blanketed the DC area and

·7· ·many parts of the country, this meeting will be

·8· ·conducted remotely.· I thank each of you for joining

·9· ·us via live stream.· In the event that we lose the

10· ·live stream connection or encounter any

11· ·technological issues, the meeting will be recorded

12· ·and made available on our website, WWW.USSC.gov.

13· · I have the honor of opening this meeting with my

14· ·fellow commissioners.· Joining us via live stream,

15· ·we have Vice Chair Luis Felipe Restrepo, Vice Chair

16· ·Laura Mate, and Vice Chair Claire Murray, as well

17· ·as Commissioner Candice Wong, and our ex officio

18· ·commissioner Scott Meisler.· We are also joined by

19· ·the commission employees, again via live stream.

20· · They have done the research, they have assisted

21· ·us in doing the work, they have drafted these

22· ·policies, and this week they have worked to ensure
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·1· ·that the technology allows us to continue the

·2· ·important work of the commission uninterrupted.

·3· ·And I thank the staff immensely for going above and

·4· ·beyond the call of duty.· They've done all of this

·5· ·to make this meeting possible.· So, on behalf of

·6· ·the commissioners and the public, staff, I thank

·7· ·all of you for everything that you've done, all the

·8· ·amazing work that you do every single day.

·9· · · · The first order of business is a vote to adopt

10· ·the December 12th, 2025 public meeting minutes.

11· ·Is there a motion to do so?

12· · · · · · ·COMMISSIONER MEISLER:· So moved.

13· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Is there a second?

14· · · · · · ·VICE CHAIR MATE:· Second.

15· · · · · · ·VICE CHAIR MURRAY:· Second.

16· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Is there any discussion on

17· ·the motion?

18· · · · Having no discussion, vote on the motion by

19· ·saying 'Aye'.

20· · · · · · ·(Chorus of aye.)

21· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Any nays? No nays.· The

22· ·motion is adopted by voice vote.
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·1· · · · The next item of business is a possible vote

·2· ·to publish in the federal register proposed

·3· ·guideline amendments and issues for public comment.

·4· · The Deputy Attorney -- excuse me, the Deputy

·5· ·General Counsel Matt Iaconetti will advise a

·6· ·commission on the first possible vote concerning

·7· ·a proposed sentencing options amendment.

·8· · · · · · ·MR. IACONETTI:· Thank you Judge Reeves.

·9· · The first amendment before you labeled 'sentencing

10· ·options' is a two part amendment.· The commission

11· ·is considering whether to promulgate any or all

12· ·parts of the amendment, as they are not mutually

13· ·exclusive.

14· · · · Part A of the proposed amendment would amend

15· ·Part A of Chapter Five to make two changes.· First,

16· ·it would add new introductory commentary to Part

17· ·A of Chapter Five.· Second, it would add a new

18· ·guideline, Section 5A 1.1, and as a result

19· ·redesignate the sentencing table as Section 5A 1.2,

20· ·and make technical changes to the existing

21· ·commentary in the introduction.

22· · · · Part B of the proposed amendment expands Zone
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·1· ·B and Zone C of the sentencing table and makes

·2· ·conforming changes to Section 5B 1.1 and Section

·3· ·5C 1.1 regarding the imposition of a term of

·4· ·probation or imprisonment.

·5· · · · Issues for comment are also provided for each

·6· ·part.· The motion to publish the amendment with the

·7· ·public comment period closing on March 18th, 2026

·8· ·and technical and conforming amendment authority

·9· ·to staff is appropriate at this time.

10· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Thank you.· Is there a

11· ·motion to publish the proposed amendment as

12· ·suggested by our Deputy General Counsel.

13· · · · · · ·VICE CHAIR MURRAY:· So moved.

14· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Is there a second?

15· · · · · · ·COMMISSIONER MEISLER:· Second.

16· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Is there any discussion on

17· ·the motion?

18· · · · Now, let's vote on the motion by saying 'Aye'.

19· · · · · · ·(Chorus of aye.)

20· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Any nays?

21· · · · The motion is adopted and let the record reflect

22· ·that at least three commissioners voted in favor
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·1· ·of the motion to publish.· The Deputy General

·2· ·Counsel will now advise the commission on a possible

·3· ·vote concerning a proposed career offender

·4· ·amendment.

·5· · · · · · ·MR. IACONETTI:· Thank you Judge.· The

·6· ·proposed career offender amendment has multiple

·7· ·parts.· It addresses the crime of violence

·8· ·definition in the guideline, the controlled

·9· ·substance definition in the guideline, as well as

10· ·both definitions in Section 2K 2.1.· Each part of

11· ·the amendment has two parts.· The commission is

12· ·considering whether to promulgate any or all parts

13· ·of this amendment, as they are not mutually

14· ·exclusive.

15· · · · The proposed amendment would revise the

16· ·approach to determining whether an offense

17· ·qualifies as a crime of violence by numerating

18· ·federal statute and analogous state crimes that

19· ·qualify or defining certain crimes based on their

20· ·designation or label as designated in the States.

21· · The proposed amendment would amend the term

22· ·'controlled substance offense' in section 4B 1.2,
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·1· ·by listing federal drug trafficking statutes to

·2· ·define a controlled substance, or by maintaining

·3· ·the current definition but setting a minimum

·4· ·sentence length requirement for prior conviction

·5· ·to qualify.· And the proposed amendment would also

·6· ·amend Section 2K 2.1 to incorporate the current

·7· ·relevant parts of Section 4B 1.2 to define the terms

·8· ·'crime of violence' and 'controlled substance

·9· ·offense' or alternatively by amending the

10· ·definitions based on the terms 'serious drug

11· ·offense', 'violent felony', and Section 924E of

12· ·Title 18 of the United States Code.

13· · · · Issues for comment are also provided for each

14· ·part.· A motion to publish the amendment with the

15· ·public comment period closing on March 18th, 2026

16· ·and technical and conforming amendment authority

17· ·to staff is appropriate at this time.

18· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Is there a motion to

19· ·publish the proposed amendment as suggested by the

20· ·Deputy General Counsel.

21· · · · · · ·VICE CHAIR MURRAY:· So moved.

22· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Is there a second?
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·1· · · · · · ·COMMISSIONER WONG:· Second.

·2· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Is there any discussion on

·3· ·the motion?

·4· · · · Let's vote on the motion then by saying 'Aye'.

·5· · · · · · ·(Chorus of aye.)

·6· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Any nays?

·7· · · · The motion is adopted and let the record reflect

·8· ·that at least three commissioners voted in favor

·9· ·of the motion to publish.· The Deputy General

10· ·Counsel will now advise the commission on a possible

11· ·vote on a proposed amendment on circuit conflicts

12· ·concerning Section 4B 1.2.

13· · · · · · ·MR. IACONETTI:· Before you, you have an

14· ·amendment that addresses two circuit conflicts that

15· ·contain multiple parts.· As before, the commission

16· ·is considering whether to promulgate any or all

17· ·parts of this amendment, as they are not mutually

18· ·exclusive.

19· · · · The proposed amendment will provide a

20· ·definition for the term 'controlled substance' to

21· ·address the circuit conflict concerning whether the

22· ·term 'controlled substance' only covers those
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·1· ·offenses controlled by federal law or also controls

·2· ·-- is also defined based on those defenses

·3· ·controlled by state law.

·4· · · · The proposed amendment also addresses circuit

·5· ·conflict regarding the temporal version of the drug

·6· ·schedule used to define controlled substance

·7· ·events.· Either that at the place of the time of

·8· ·the defendants prior conviction or at the time of

·9· ·the incident offense for sentencing.· The proposed

10· ·amendment would also amend the commentary in Section

11· ·201.2 which uses the term 'drug trafficking offense'

12· ·which closely tracks the definition of 'controlled

13· ·substance offense', Section 4B 1.2. It sets for the

14· ·same options.

15· · · · Issues for comment are also provided for each.

16· · A motion to publish the amendment with the public

17· ·comment period closing on March 18th, 2026 with

18· ·technical and conforming amendment authority to

19· ·staff is appropriate at this time.

20· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Is there a motion to

21· ·publish the proposed amendment as suggested by the

22· ·Deputy General Counsel.
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·1· · · · · · ·VICE CHAIR MURRAY:· So moved.

·2· · · · · · ·COMMISSIONER MEISLER:· So moved.

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Is there a second?

·4· · · · · · ·VICE CHAIR MURRAY:· Second.

·5· · · · · · ·COMMISSIONER MEISLER:· Second.

·6· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Is there any discussion on

·7· ·the motion?

·8· · · · Hearing no discussion, let's vote on the motion

·9· ·by saying 'Aye'.

10· · · · · · ·(Chorus of aye.)

11· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Are there any nays?

12· · · · The motion is adopted and let the record reflect

13· ·that at least three commissioners voted in favor

14· ·of the motion to publish.· Our Deputy General

15· ·Counsel will now advice the commission on a possible

16· ·vote concerning a proposed human smuggling

17· ·amendment.

18· · · · · · ·MR. IACONETTI:· The proposed human

19· ·smuggling amendment amends Section 201.2 to address

20· ·the risk and harm in those offenses.· It also

21· ·provides a cross reference, instructing courts to

22· ·apply the guideline from Chapter 2 Part A subpart
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·1· ·3 in appropriate cases to address the risk and harm

·2· ·to those offenses as well.

·3· · · · Issues for comment are also provided.· A motion

·4· ·to publish the amendment with public comment period

·5· ·closing on March 18th, 2026 with technical and

·6· ·conforming amendment authority to staff is

·7· ·appropriate at this time.

·8· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Is there a motion to

·9· ·publish the proposed amendment as suggested by the

10· ·Deputy General Counsel.

11· · · · · · ·VICE CHAIR MURRAY:· So moved.

12· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Is there a second?

13· · · · · · ·COMMISSIONER WONG:· Second.

14· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Is there any discussion on

15· ·the motion?

16· · · · Hearing no discussion, let's vote on the motion

17· ·by saying 'Aye'.

18· · · · · · ·(Chorus of aye.)

19· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Are there any nays?

20· · · · The motion is adopted and let the record reflect

21· ·that at least three commissioners voted in favor

22· ·of the motion to publish.· Now, is there any further
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·1· ·business before the commission?

·2· · · · The only thing I would like to do is invite

·3· ·the public to attend our public hearing that will

·4· ·occur February the 17th, 2026.· We hope to begin

·5· ·it at 9 a.m. and we hope that we all are together

·6· ·in person and that we'll, of course, we'll be

·7· ·broadcasted by live stream.· Is there anything

·8· ·further?

·9· · · · Hearing nothing, is there a motion to adjourn?

10· · · · · · ·VICE CHAIR MURRAY:· So moved.

11· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Is there a second?

12· · · · · · ·VICE CHAIR MATE:· Second.

13· · · · · · ·COMMISSIONER MEISLER:· Second.

14· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Let's follow on motion by

15· ·saying 'Aye'.· All in favor?

16· · · · · · ·(Chorus of aye.)

17· · · · · · ·CHAIR REEVES:· Any opposed? All right,

18· ·thank you so much.· ·The motion is adopted by voice

19· ·vote and the meeting now adjourned.

20

21

22
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·1· ·C E R T I F I C A T E

·2· ·This is to certify that the foregoing transcript

·3· ·was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under

·4· ·my direction; further, that said transcript is a

·5· ·true and accurate record of the proceedings; and

·6· ·that I am neither counsel for, related to, nor

·7· ·employed by any of the parties to this action in

·8· ·which this matter was taken; and further that I am

·9· ·not a relative nor an employee of any of the parties

10· ·nor counsel employed by the parties, and I am not

11· ·financially or otherwise interested in the outcome

12· ·of the action.

13

14

15

16

17

18· ·_______________________

19· ·Vicky Simonyak
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