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July 27, 2015

The Honorable Patti B. Saris,
U.S. Sentencing Commission
One Columbus Circle, NE, Suite 2-500
Washington, DC, 20002-8002

Subject: Animal fighting guideline on proposed priority list
Dear Judge Saris:

On behalf of the ASPCA, I thank the Commission for considering the animal fighting penalty
guideline as a priority for the 2015/2016 amendment cycle. We heard from over 5,000 of our members
in support of the Commission’s proposal to examine and amend the animal fighting sentencing
guideline. We submit those comments here as an attachment.

Animal fighting is a uniquely brutal crime which may involve hundreds of victims. The perpetrators
are dangerous criminals commonly involved in crimes related to drugs, weapons, illegal gambling, and
money laundering. Amending the animal fighting guideline would ensure that prosecutors pursue
animal fighting charges vigorously and that the sentences handed down reflect the scale and cruelty of
these crimes.

The current animal fighting sentencing guideline should reflect the maximum penalty of five years
authorized by Congress. The Commission last addressed the guidelines for animal fighting offenses in
2008 after passage of the Animal Fighting Prohibition Enforcement Act of 2007, which made animal
fighting in violation of 7 U.S.C. §2156 a felony offense with a maximum penalty of three years.
Congress then raised the statutory maximum penalty to five years’ imprisonment in the 2008 Farm Bill
in response to the horrific and highly publicized Michael Vick dog fighting case. In the 2014 Farm
Bill, Congress once again expressed its intolerance for this crime, making attending an animal fight
anywhere in the U.S. a federal offense and imposing additional penalties for bringing a child under 16
years old to an animal fight. The current sentencing guidelines have not incorporated these changes
and so do not reflect the heightened seriousness with which Congress, the public, and many judges
view the heinous crime of animal fighting.

Thank you very much for including the animal fighting guideline on your list of proposed priorities.
We urge the Commission to examine and strengthen this section of the guidelines in the coming year.
Please let us know how we can support this effort.

Sincerely,

Toloer ke T228_
Deborah Dubow Press
Director of Regulatory Affairs
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December 10, 2014

The Honorable Patti B. Saris, Chief Judge
U. S. District Court for Massachusetts
John Joseph Moakley U.S. Courthouse

1 Courthouse Way, Suite 2300

Boston, MA 02210

Subject: Sentencing Guidelines for Animal Fighting Convictions

Dear Judge Saris:

On behalf of the ASPCA and our 2.5 million supporters, I urge the U.S. Sentencing Commission
to revisit its sentencing guidelines for animal fighting convictions so that they reflect the
statutory maximum penalty of five years and affirm the brutality of this crime. Currently, federal
prosecutors must argue for upward departures in order to obtain equitable sentences consistent
with the statutory maximum. Low sentencing recommendations discourage prosecutors from
pursuing animal fighting charges that may yield only a sentence of six-twelve months. Congress
acknowledged the depravity of animal fighting by raising the statutory maximum after a federal
investigation revealed animal fighting and shocking abuse at Michael Vick’s Bad Newz Kennels
in 2007. We believe that the Commission should revise the guideline to reflect that statutory

change.

The Commission last addressed the guidelines for animal fighting offenses in 2008 after passage
of the Animal Fighting Prohibition Enforcement Act of 2007, which made animal fighting in
violation of 7 U.S.C. §2156 a felony offense with a maximum penalty of three years. Congress
then raised the statutory maximum penalty to five years’ imprisonment in the 2008 Farm Bill in
response to the horrific and highly publicized Michael Vick dog fighting case. The current
sentencing guidelines have not incorporated this increase and so do not reflect the heightened

seriousness with which Congress, the public, and many judges view the heinous crime of animal

fighting.



The animal fighting guideline, categorized with gambling offenses in §2E3.1, provides a base
offense level of 10 for a gambling offense that involved an animal fighting venture. This
amounts to six-twelve months in prison for a defendant in the lowest criminal history category
before accounting for any mitigating or aggravating circumstances. While the guidelines allow
for an upward departure if an offense involves extraordinary cruelty such as “maiming or death
to an animal,” the typical sentence handed down in dog fighting cases over the last few years has

hovered around twelve months, consistent with the base level recommendation.

Regrettably, the guidelines do not account for the fact that animal fighting always results in the
maiming or death of an animal—usually many animals. Last month, U. S. District Judge Keith
Watkins of the Middle District of Alabama voiced this concern during the sentencing of
defendants convicted as a result of a four-year-long federal animal fighting investigation that
involved more than 450 dogs. Judge Watkins called the guidelines inadequate for failing to
distinguish between an offender who supplied one dog for fights and one who supplied hundreds.
U.S. District Judge Michael Reagan of the Southern District of Illinois expressed similar views
in 2010 during the sentencing of the “Missouri 500” case, the largest dog fighting raid in U. S.
history.

Beyond failing to account for the number of animals harmed, the current sentencing guidelines
do not reflect the violence and brutality that distinguish animal fighting from other gambling
crimes. During the sentencing hearing presided over by Judge Watkins, the government
presented evidence that hundreds of dogs were executed for losing or performing poorly, often
hanged by their necks from trees, shot, or electrocuted. Witnesses testified that “nobody keeps a
losing dog.” The government argued for upward departures, with requested sentences ranging
from two-five years per count. Judge Watkins granted the upward departures, handing down
prison sentences as high as eight years. He opined that the federal sentencing guidelines for dog
fighting are not strong enough to account for the degree of cruelty involved. His statements echo
those of U.S. District Judge Terrence Boyle of the Eastern District of North Carolina who in

2012 granted an upward variance to sentence dog fighter Harry Hargrove to five years in prison.

Judge Boyle stated:



[ would say that other than the criminal dog fighters in America, every other
person in America would be shocked beyond belief that you could do what
[Hargrove] did and come out with a federal sentence of zero to six months...No

one could defend that. No judges. No legislators. No president.

The ASPCA frequently hears from frustrated federal prosecutors and law enforcement
professionals who strive to obtain meaningful sentences that deter animal fighters and encourage
vigorous prosecution of these cases. To deter and punish cruelty to the fullest extent allowed by

the federal animal fighting statute, we urge the Commission to:

o Increase the base level offense provided in §2E3.1 so that the sentencing guidelines
reflect the increased statutory maximum passed by Congress in the 2008 Farm Bill.
o Amend the guidelines to provide for specific offense characteristics when the offense

involved 1) a large number of animals or 2) egregious animal neglect or cruelty.

We understand why the Commission grouped animal fighting with other gambling offenses—
animal fights attract hundreds of attendees and single bets that often total hundreds of thousands
of dollars. However, animal fighting is unique to that category of crime in that it intrinsically
inflicts immense suffering and death on its victims. The ASPCA asks the Commission to join
Congress, the American public, and members of the judiciary in acknowledging this stark

distinction by amending the animal fighting sentencing guidelines to more accurately reflect the

seriousness of this crime.

We would greatly appreciate the opportunity to meet with you to discuss this problem. Thank
you very much for your consideration. We look forward to speaking with you.

Sincerely,

(0 . 72—

Richard Patch
Vice President, Federal Affairs

W Kenneth Cohen, U. S. Sentencing Commission Staff Director
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because of her aggression towards our other dog. It was an
incredibly emotional and hard process, but we put her up for
sale for 200 dollars and a lady came to our house to take her,
claiming she didn't have the money to pay for her but would
take her for free. She didn't want her AKC papers, and she even
took the harness and leash with her. She claimed she would
stay in touch -- also said that she had 3 houses and a boat. She
took our dog away from us as | was crying and flipped her. We
believed her at first but then quickly realized that she was a dog
flipper and had found other reports of her online doing the
same thing. | think that it's horrible to have dogs treated
unfairly like that and especially with fighting them. It's just
horrific.

Those whom engage in animal fighting seem to be among the
lowest and most horrible people.

stop this abuse now!

Please give the maximum sentence of 5 years (wish it could be
longer) as prescribed by Congress and supported by Americans
for all involved with animal fighting, which is a despicable
crime.

Form letter submitted by all commenters:
Dear Commissioners,

| write to thank you for considering an amendment to
the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update
the guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison
sentence of 5 years prescribed by Congress in 2008.

Federal judges defer to the sentencing guidelines when
faced with unfamiliar crimes like dog fighting so your
action is critical to ensure that these crimes are
sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this
important issue.
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| write to thank you for considering an amendment to the
animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/16 amendment cycle. |
urge you to act this cycle to update the guidelines to better
reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5 years prescribed by
Congress in 2008. The emotionally and physically painful and
existence and death of animals made to fight each other, when
they are not in any way inclined to do so, is ghastly. Federal
judges defer to the sentencing guidelines when faced with
unfamiliar crimes, like dog fighting, so your action is critical to
ensure that the crimes are sentenced appropriately and
deterred as much as possible.

UNFORTUNATELY ANIMAL CRUELTY IS WITH US IN MANY
TERRIBLE WAYS, BUT IF WE CAN ADDRESS THIS ISSUE WITH
GREATER ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTY, IT WOULD BE A GREAT
STEP FORWARD. PLEASE TAKE THE STEPS NECESSARY TO RE-
ENFORCE THESE LAWS AND PENALTIES. WITH HOPE FOR A
KINDER TOMORROW.....MRS. GARRINE PETERSEN

People that engage in this horrific act of cruelty have no heart,
no conscious and no morals. They deserve to be punished to
the fullest. A message should be sent that this cruelty to our
animal friends will not be tolerated. Thank you.

This horrific practice should end right now. It's amazing that in
America mistreat animals so much. THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA should lead INTERNATIONAL LAWS TO PROTECT
THEIR ANIMALS.

Having been in companion rescue for over thirty years, | have
seen and clearly understand how important it is to ensure that
animal fighting crimes are punished with appropriate
sentencing. Animal fighting is a cruelty issue and individuals
who participate are a danger to animals and to society. This
issue must be treated with the seriousness that it deserves.
We are the voice for these animals. We must protect them.
Implementing and enforcing the maximum sentence is
absolutely crucial. We must do everything in our power to stop
animal abusers.
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With animals that help us humans in a lot of ways we should be
able to keep these offenders where they belong & for a longer
period of time. | consider my dog my friend-companion &
protector. | am definitely pro for amending a stricter result for
these offenders.

Dear Commissioners, | write to thank you for considering an
amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5
years prescribed by Congress in 2008. Federal judges defer to
the sentencing guidelines when faced with unfamiliar crimes
like dog fighting so your action is critical to ensure that these
crimes are sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible. Just because we (humans) feel as though all other life
on this planet is beneath us, does not mean that we have the
right to treat them in cruel and evil manner. That goes for the
food we eat as well; chickens, hows, pigs, etc. deserve to live a
good, safe and loving life while in our care. Just because we will
eventually be eating them does not mean they should not be
cared for. If it is illegal to treat a human in a certain manner,
then that same courtesy should be extended to all life on this
planet. If we do not provide the best care possible, then we are
just evil! Thank you very much for your consideration of this
important issue.

Punishment should fit d crime' no more' no less.

| believe 10 years jail time is a more fitting punishment. The
brutality, complete disregard for life and totally inhumane
treatment of the animals speaks for itself. Please help animals
and make this a sentence that the monsters who participate in
this form of entertainment will maybe think twice about!
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Commissioners, Those who willfully choose to engage in any
aspect of animal abuse are beyond self-regulation and
conscience. This abhorrent behavior is criminal and those who
engage in it must be taken to task. These animals are innocent
and treated with miserable cruelty that cannot be tolerated. All
those involved deserve to be punished through monetary
means and prison time if there is to be any hope of curtailing
such behavior. | therefore urge you, with a most heavy heart to
act nobly and just and do all you can to establish legal,
enforceable laws to deter and halt the very egregious practice
of engaging in any aspect of animal fighting. We trust that you
will act justly and from the heart to protect those who have no
voice and no choice. On behalf of myself and our animal friends
with whom we share this glorious planet, | thank you for your
time and your good judgment. Respectfully yours, Margaret
Halligan, Houston, Texas

We should and can do so much better to protect our animals.
This is after all, the 21 century.

Thank you for helping to protect the innocent and punish the
guilty. Diane Fontana

Thank you for helping to stop the terrible dog fighting, and
anyone caught doing it has to be arrested, something has to be
done, these poor dogs have no way to protect themselves.
Thank you again for anything you can do to stop it. | will
continue to send what help | can.

A sentence of ten years is reasonable, considering the money
made from this despicable "sport". A fine of $100,000 is also
reasonable. By the way, that's the minimum fine. The above is a
strong message. This savage and brutal use of animals must
end now.
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Please help to discourage people from abusing and killing
animals by updating the guidelines. Dogs do not deserve to
suffer to amuse sick people who enjoy watching this cruel
"sport".

| ask you to please make this sentencing a "mandatory
minimum" as we have with other crimes. I think this deserves
punishment to the maximum extent of the law!

This is so sad to think a human being can be so Vicious as to but
an animal in harms ways and Make them fight for
money...beyond cruel.

| beg of you, please help to stop this terrible crime against
innocent animals by acting to update the guidelines to better
reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5 yrs as prescribed by
Congress in 2008. | thank you so very much on behalf of the
victims of animal fighting!

If these degenerates are cruel to animals , you can be sure they
are just as cruel to humans!! Put them away!!!

Please help stop the horrific act of dog fighting by increasing
the prison sentence of the offenders. Help protect those that
are dependent on us for their safety. Thank You

The punishment is not severe enough. When a so called human
being performs such a cruel act for money | feel a minimum of
25 years should be served. This person should be tortured the
same way the dog was tortured as far as | am concerned.
Maybe then they will stop and think about their actions.
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HELLO...AS YOU KNOW , ANIMAL CRUELTY IS A HORRIBLE
CRIME IN ITSELF, AND THE "PEOPLE" THAT ARE ALLOWED TO
COMMIT SUCH CRIMES ARE ALSO DOING ABUSIVE THINGS TO
OTHERS , SUCH AS CHILDREN. WHY DO WE HAVE TO TOLERATE
THIS BEHAVIOR ? WE AS A SOCIETY NEED TO STOP AND

Please request 5 years sentencing

No more dog fights

These poor animals deserve better and human beings have the
right and the duty to protect those who are helpless and
innocent. Thank you!

HELP HAND OUT HEARTLESS SENTENCES TO PEOPLE WHO
FIGHT DOGS NOW.

There are no words adequate to describe such horrors.It makes
me ashamed to be a part of the human race. Those who join
and watch these despicable acts are just as guilty as those who
arrange them. Hit them all where it hurts; there pocketbooks.

I am a lead volunteer at the animal foundation in Las Vegas NV |
have seen the damage that Dog fighting does and | feel that the
people who are responsible should pay the full penalty for their
actions
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to the extent many think they are involved. Our town has been
(is?) known as the Meth distribution point of WA State. The
police won't even let me file a report when homeless drug
addicts break into my camper and live there all Winter. They
know the 14-16 year old girls next door are having sex with
"John's" from the bar 1/2 a block away. They tell me the
parents won't press charges and Child Protection won't
respond to them so | need to call Spokane WA, which | did.
Their response was to ask if babies or toddlers were in harm's
way. | said YES. The 16 yr old has an infant she leaves with
anyone -mainly H.S. boys. There was NO follow up. The 14 yr
old gave me the 3 mo old Corgi mix who had no shots or dog
food and she stated he's being severely abused. The men on
the 2 houses away say they rescue Pit Bulls and re-home them.
Their idea is to chain them and put them in inhumane cages so
they howl and cry all day & night no matter the weather.They
"rescued" a severely emaciated mother & her two pups. She
had a 3" rib cage from her back and every bone was protruding
showing 3 edges of each bone. Her tits were red and firm with
mastitis 1 1/2" x 1/2" thick & 12" long -almost toughing the
ground. They kept her locked in their torture cage that is a
bunch of metal and wood piled upon itself. When | talked to
them Chris said, She's crying because she misses her babies and
she'll get nourished by her tits drying up and reabsorbing the
best protein she could get." I'd like to think they don't know
any better...The police do nothing. The new Chief told me,
"There's nothing wrong with Pits, | use to raise them." That was
after | reported a 14 yr old with an aggressive pit off leash by
the elementary school. A mom with her babies told me the pit
is tormenting her little dogs and children so that they can't use
their frt. yard. Bullies and Lab/Pit dogs and puppy litters (bait

| support longer and mandatory prison sentences,also taking
away from these individuals any property they may own or
bank accounts to be given to animal shelters to continue there
work for the dogs to ease pain and suffering caused by this
horrible crime.
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A stop must be put on the heinous act of pit bull fighting. Those
people who promote this horrible act should be given the worst
punishment. | feel that a 5 year sentence is only a slap on the
wrist. As far as | am concerned they should have a stricter
penalty.

Even 5 years is too lenient!! This is criminal to say the least. .
Animal cruelty should not be tolerated. Punishment should be
strong and swift, not just a slap on the wrist.

This is so wrong in so many ways, the people who do this
should be put in the ring with a fighting dog and let the dog do
what he is trained to do to the human.

Please, please take action to increase the penalties for animal
fighting. Animal fighting is barbaric and inhumane not only to
the animals forced to participate but to the other animals used
as "bait". Please make the penalties so great that animal
fighting will cease to exist. Thank you.

The animal abuse laws are not tough enough. The veterinarian
in Texas that just got away with torchering and killing a
neighbor's cat to the horse trainer that beat a horse to death.
Both posted the abuse on Facebook. This mentality of animals
don't matter has to stop. The dog fighting is not just dogs being
abused....it's the puppies and kittens and other dogs ripped
apart as bait to teach the dogs to kill. Just found out we have
several dog fighting rings here. | found a pit bull with old gashes
in his neck that had healed and new cuts. He was either hit by a
car or more likely tossed out like trash.

The people who exploit & force these dogs to fight, deserve the
maximum jail sentence possible & hopefully this will deter
others from forcing the dogs to fight. It is wrong to subject
these innocent animals to such horrendous cruelty, maybe the
offenders deserve the same treatment as a deterrent also. This
barbaric industry must be stopped.

Enough of this horror. Please act now to end this nightmare for
these helpless beings.
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Please remember there is no excuse for cruelty.

The dogs deserve a life not a death sentence - severe
punishment for the perpetrators !!!

I'm glad there are wonderful people out there to help animals
in need.

In order to properly educate yourselt on this issue, | implore
you to read ""The Lost Dogs " by Sports Illustrated's Jim Gorant.
(Gotham Books) It is an unflinching nonfiction account of the
Vick incident which uncovers the unimaginably gruesome
practices that are accepted as part of the depraved subculture
of dogfighting. | guarantee that you will lose sleep, but justice
requires nothing less.

This amendment is very important. Abusers need to be
punished for their cruel behavior. Animals are depending on us
to protect them from these abusers.

We must require that any person found guilty of animal fighting
must be imprisoned for the full 5 years, with no shortening of
the sentence. Also, they should never be allowed to own, work
with or be allowed to have anything to do with animals once
released from prison.

Animal fighting is NOT A SPORT. It is CRUELTY. Please STOP
animal fighting. Thank you.

| also encourage that any person found fighting animals not
only be given 5 years imprisonment which cannot be shortened
but also never be allowed to own any type of animal for the
remainder of their life and never be allowed to live in a
residence that has animals of any type.

I love what you guys do!!
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Im so against dog fighting and the people that make dogs fight
they are cold hearted animal cruelty people and should be
sentenced for endangering a poor animal because dogs are
people's friends and eveN as a fily member to some...

DOg HBITUTIE 1S SHMPY WIong. 1nese drnimdis wdrit rnurridn
contact. They do not want to be chained & locked away. They
do not want to fight each other--to the death of one. These
dogs want love. They deserve better then the horrific life
someone has placed each of them in. Please get the bill passed.
Demand swift justice for those who can not speak for
themselves. Help make it known, that those individuals who
put these animals lives on the line will receive swift & the
strongest penalty for doing such acts. These people are cruel &
totally insensitive to an animal's life. Our justice system has
gotten far to lax. It is time to follow thru & make sure these
criminals are punished to the max.

People who cause animals to fight one another need to be
sentenced to very long prison terms. We need to send the
message that this is a crime of torture and is not acceptable
under any circumstances.

Please, have a heart. There are a lot of sick things happening in
this world so please show everyone you will do the right thing.
What is wrong with people wanting to do this to man's best
friend? Is it all about money? Is money your God? If so, it will
never bring you luck or happiness. Stop this and punish the
offenders.

Animals can't speak for themselves so we have that
opportunity! Please help stop animal fighting! It's animals
cruelty! These defenseless animals need protecting! They're
innocent and need respect and love!
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I am so distressed by the continued presence of this barbaric
crime in our country. Please help legislation do its job.

As far as I'm concerned, dogfighting is just as bad as human
trafficking. Dogs are stolen and forced to do things they would
never do otherwise. Please give this horrible crime a more
serious sentence.

| care

Please act on these comments - justice lies in your hands.

This barbaric pastime must be stopped. It will not happen until
punishments become harder.

Dogs don't speak with their mouth but with their eyes. Dogs
have feelings. Please think of them as beings with heart and
feelings!!

Having worked in a humane society for 5+ yrs & 32+ yrs at a vet
clinic I've seen firsthand dogs that have been fought & dogs
that have been stolen and used as blood bait. Whatever
penalties that are available now don't even begin to scratch the
surface. Anyone involved in dog fighting needs to be
"hammered" so they will think twice before doing so again!

These poor untortunate dogs have no say in their lives. They
are forced to fight and kill each other with no chance of a
loving, caring environment and a home. Please, | implore you,
to consider the amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in
your 2015/16 amendment cycle. You can make a difference to
these poor animals and give them life with a loving family
instead of a death sentence.
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Animal cruelty should be treated just like violence against
humans. It's inhumane and we need to show the abusers that
there are repercussions for their criminal actions.

Animal abuse should be punished as heavy as human abuse.

What example are you setting for children to witness such
violence? Has anyone have any bit of sense, heart or humanity
left in them? We should be moving forward Not backwards
Animal Figthing has no place in our society. These animal have
feeling, emotions and fear just like humans. Show some
compassion for our other species.

Animal fighting is a horrible crime. It needs to be stopped for
good. Therefore, only a long prison sentence can help it. It
needs to be put into law now. Please don't delay this important
issue and act on it now. Thank you.
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Punishment for Crimes against animals should be the same as
they are for people.

For the love of our furry friends please

People who participate in dog fighting, as dog owners or
spectators should be sentenced to the maximum allowed by
law. Innocent animals have suffered horrific injuries and abuse
at the hands of these monsters. We are better as a nation than
this.

FEUERAL JUDGED SHUULD SEE JUST WHAT IHESE FUUK DUGD
GO THROUGH AND THE PAIN AND SUFFERING IF NOT IN
PERSON THAN MAYBE BY A VIDEO THERE SHOULD BE NO
EXCUSE FOR A ANIMAL TO HAVE TO GO THROUGH THIS FOR
PEOPLE TO MAKE MONEY! | THINK WE SHOULD AD ON TO THE
AMENDMENT 5 YEARS IN PRISON AND ONE TIME TO BE PUT IN
THE FIGHTING RING WHIH PEOPLE LIKE MYSELF AND SEE WHO
COMES OUT A WINNER!! I RECUSE AMERICAL PIT BULL
TERRIERS AND THEY ARE LOVING AND LOYAL ANIMALS. JUDGES
DO YOUR JOB AND IF CONVICTED 5 YEARS IN PRISON NO
QUESTIONS ASK, AND NO LIGHTER SENTENCE. THANK YOUI

In order to completely abolish animal fighting, the laws need to
reflect the seriousness of the crime and how we as americans
view those that commit this serious crime.
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The sentence should reflect the damage and abuse suffered by
innocent animals!

This is awful. No living thing should be forced to fight or be
used as bait and get ripped apart. People that do this are cruel
and evil and need to be stopped and punished hard. Please
help all these poor innocent dogs and get the monsters locked
up. Thanks?

Please have stricter laws about animal fighting . These people
that are so cruel to harm and kill innocent animals do not stop
here. They have tendencies to do the same horrific acts on
humans. We have got to enforce these laws. Thank you.

| see animal fighting, as thoroughly inhumane. Please do
something to eliminate this heinous practice in the United
States and,of course to discourage it in any way possible. It
simply is a very,very terrible practice. | thoroughly appreciate
anything you might do to stop this.

Until one has loved an animal, part of their soul remains
unawakened.__Hear our humble prayer, O God, for our friends
the animals Especially for animals that are suffering; For any
that are hunted or lost or deserted or frightened or hungry; for
all that must be put to death. We entreat for them all Thy
mercy and pity, and for those who deal with them, We ask a
heart of compassion and gentle hands and kindly words. Make
us, ourselves, to be true friends to animals and so to share the
blessings of the merciful. __| looked at all the caged animals in
the shelter... the cast-offs of human society. | saw in their eyes
love and hope, fear and dread, sadness, and betrayal. And | was
angry._"God," | said, "this is terrible! Why don't you do
something?" God was silent for a moment, and then spoke
softly, "I have done something," was the reply. "l created you."
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Please be the voice to help Gods creation! These poor furbabies
do not deserve to be treated inhumanly, dogs are living feeling
creatures like us! Pass stiff laws to protect the innocent animals
out there from their abusers! If there are laws to put people in
prison for life and with hefty fines maybe it might make the sick
people out there think twice or at least know if they get caught
for mistreating an helpless animal it would make it the sick
person know the price they will pay for life.

Also please give the maximin sentence to dog fighters in New
Mexico 5yrs or more these criminals do not deserve a
think,they should be lock up without any thing but a toilet and
a sink.

Please make sentences for those convicted of dog fighting
longer and tougher. Something needs to be done to protect our
four-legged animals from the cruelty of the two-legged animals.

I he Individuals that take part in dog tighting have no respect
for living creatures and they need to be held account for their
actions at every level not just those that take the dogs,
everyone that had their hands in making sure the event took
place, even those betting, those at the doors, everyone no
matter how minut. making sure the consequences are steep.
It's time the jails in the U.S. become jails and not a place to just
past time while they are being spoon fed.

TORTURE AND KILLING ARE FELONY CRIMES! EVIL LIKE THIS HAS
TO BE STOPPED AND MAXIMUM JAIL TIME IS A START....

/this should have a stiffer penalty more than five years!

| want to make the world more aware of what is going on
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Our society has evolved to the point that dog-fighting is no
longer acceptable and those involved should be get the
maximum sentence of 5 years. Thank you for hearing my voice.

Please put criminals in jail for several years, having dogs trained
to fight, it is abusive and cruel for the animals.

Dog fighting hurts so many involved with this horrific
entertainment. Often children of those hosting the dog fighting,
are made to watch as animals tear themselves apart. These kids
often get involved in fighting as adults. However, the animals
are the ones to suffer physical pain. These fights are cruel and
often times, they are not given any medical care after their
flesh has been torn apart; and are left to suffer in their cages. It
is torture, and the perpetrators are often left with a slap on
their wrist. Please remember these dogs are capable of feeling
pain, sorrow, love, and loyalty yet many suffer and at times die
in dog fighting rings. Please consider updating and changing the
laws to protect these dogs who have not choice but to fight.

Animal fighting is a very serious crime and the sentencing
guidelines should reflect that. Further, research indicates that
animal abuse, including fighting, is linked to domestic violence
against children and adult significant others.
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| think it should be way more than 5 years. Imagine a puppy
being taken home, thinking it is getting a loving environment
only to be thrown into a makeshift arena & attacked by dogs,
who otherwise would be loving companions, have been trained
to viciously rip the poor puppy to shreds. Imagine hearing the
cries & whimpers of dogs thrown into trash cans, still alive,
simply because they "lost" the fight. My preference of
punishment for the disgusting beings (they're not human)
would actually not be prison time--it would be to put them in
the same makeshift arena & let several dogs who have been
trained to attack, have at the scum until he/she is no longer
breathing. And | would like to be the one controlling the
attacking dogs and would pull them back & then let them go,
then pull them back & then let them go so that | could make
the suffering as great as possible & make it drag out as long as
possible. Maybe if we would impose sentencing that equaled
the crime, we would have tree-hugging, cry-baby, bleeding
heart liberal democrats letting those pieces of scum have a
lavish life in jail because "we can't be mean to them, we have to
be civil"--no we don't. You as the people who can make the
changes needed for the punishment of those morons need to
strap some on & tell the bleeding hearts that it's time to make
people accountable for their actions with a punishment that
meets the crime. Period. Get some backbone, stop being milk
toast & do what the MAJORITY wants, not the what the cry-
babies want.

No animal deserves to live in a cruel fighting ring! How cruelly
they are treated! Please condemn these people with a strong
sentence so that it will STOP! Now!! No more animals raised to
fight for a scummy persons benefit!

Please be thelr voice and help protect animals rrom this horritic
act of cruelty. Please amend the animal fighting sentencing
guidelines so that they reflect the seriousness of this horrific
crime and fully punish those who are carrying on the brutality
of animal fighting. You are in the position to help protect these
animals so please help save them. Please make amendments
and maximize sentencing to help put a stop to this horrific
crime. Animals do not deserve this brutality they deserve our
help.
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The punishment should fit the crime. Abusing and killing
animals is horrific and should be treated as such. Harsher
penalties should act as a deterrent. Prosecute animal abusers
and killers to the fullest extent of the law!!

| feel people are not punished efficiently for the crime of Dog
Fighting and animal cruelty. This sick act distroys lives. If
someone could be so cruel to animals, it's not a far jump to
humans as well.

Dog fighting is a heinous crime and should be punishable by
maximum sentencing at all times.

It is unexcusable for any animal to be used and abused. It must
STOP! PLEASE address this seriously on punishment to a degree
that individuals will think before hurting/abusing. This means
long sentences and death. If you take a life, then so shall yours.
Treat others, the way you want to be treated. This comes from
the "The Holy Bible ". Please help us to help our Beloved
Animals. | believe you hear my sincerity and | trust you will do
the right thing. Thank you from the depths of my heart.

there is absolutely no place in our society to allow this to
continue. It is the lowest form of cruelty and something that
human beings should not tolerate or allow a small segment of
ignorant heartless individuals to make these animals suffer and
be inbred and pain and caused such horrible conditions when it
is not necessary. | ask that you intensify the sentences for dog
fighting and anyone associated with dog fighting and make any
animal cruelty charges stick as well as make the person who
would do such a thing spend many years in jail. Thank you



Susan
Linda

Cheryl

Susan
Ana
Loretta
Warren

Jane

Sandra

Miriam
Bruce
inell
Donna
Minerva

Dana

Walker
Huber

Vigoda

Morris
Johnston
Lukas
Allely
Gulley

Debevec Hisey

Schechter
Langos
Vechi
O'Berry
Mollica
Cramblett

WA
PA

FL

IN
MD
NV

TN

NY
OH
CA
MD
NJ
co

This is as barbaric as it gets! And all for money. It's been said
that a society is judged by the way it treats its animals. Are we a
civilized, enlightened, kindly people, or are we uncaring,
parasitic brutes amongst whom animal fighting or cruelty on
any level is permitted and accepted as the "norm?" If the
second alternative be so, then I truly DO despair of our
species... for we have NOT been very good stewards of the
trusting creatures placed in our care. As a society, should we
not set a shining example to the world? In the end, our time
shall one day be past; what would we have our legacy be? For
our actions NOW, or lack thereof, and the following results, ARE
the only part of us that remains. PLEASE do the right thing for
those who CANNOT speak but through their suffering...

Please do this as a deterrent to the terrible cruelty of dog
fighting.

We need to give these people the maximum punishment, this
practice needs to be abolished!

Dogfighting is most times connected to other crimes.

Abused animals need our help. Please make sure they get it.

Using animals for such cruel entertainment- it's time judges
understand or get educated first hand on how to pass
sentencing on those that do this to any animal no excuses or
latitude. If it is important enough to pass a law then judges
should understand their responsibility. The morons that do that
this to the animals deserve maximum penalties!

It is definitely time to take action and punish those who use
dogs for fighting. Animals cannot say no | don't want to do this
and therefore it is up to us and the judicial system to make the
penalties for any person who uses dogs or any other animal for
fighting as stiff as possible. Therefore | urge you to make sure
the prison time for anyone convicted of training and using
animals for fighting be a maximum of 5 years as prescribed by
Congress 7 years ago - it is time to take a stand and say NO
more animals should suffer at the hands of a human.
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Please harshen the punishment against people that commit
animal cruelty. It's the best way to deter this crime against
helpless animals!

Dogs Are Mans Best Friend Not Mans Best Moneymaker, No
Human Likes To Fight So Why Would You Think A Dog Likes To

Dog fighting is not only illegal but animal abuse of the worst
kind, not only for the dogs that fight but for the dogs they use
as bait and as breeders this needs to have stiffer penalties both
for being illegal and animal abuse.

It is imperative that criminals be punished to the extreme
otherwise theses crimes against poor innocent animals will
continue ad nauseam.

Please do this so many animals are suffering!

This is a practice is an abomination!! Please stop all forms of it
and change any and all laws to strengthen penalties or create
laws to assess strong penalties to anyone involved in this
practice in any way ASAP.

Ask yourself? Do | want to fight and kill or be killed for
someone's suck pleasure? No | don't!

Please deal with this problem once and for all so that humanity
can be deserving of that description. | am ashamed of my
country for allowing this to go on...I am ashamed of my
lawmakers and my judiciary...I am ashamed of my culture and
my species. | am ASHAMED.
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Dog fighting is barbaric. People who participate in this form of
depravity should be fined and incarcerated. Please help to stop
this awful practice. Thank you.

| support this.
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They had to really see the horror that the poor animals have
been through to make a few bucks to see pain and get excited
over this pratice. Why not put a human up to this standard!
Think about the love and comfort these animals could give to a
wounded warrior that feels like they are so injured that they
would take their own lives, than live with the hell the soldiers
have gone thru. Think about that for a moment and put the
other shoe on!! Are these people so bored with their own lives
that they have to see an dog killed before their own eyes? |
think we send our own troops in harm's way and guess what
there will be a dog next to them to protect . So these unfeeling
dead beats should be put to the most terrible treatment that
the American people have went thru with boots on the ground.
Ask yourself is it easier to kill a dog or the ememy to our
country.

They need to get tougher on these people. Not just slap on a
wrist.find them as much money as possible

Please sentence the offenders of dog fighting, use the persons
that do this awful injustice to animals as an example to others,
so this terrible crime can be stopped. Thank You.
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Please help the defenseless animals that are forced into this
situation by stiffening the prison sentence which will help deter
people from fighting animals.

Dog fighting is one of the most cruel things a person can do to a
dog, making a otherwise gentle, loving animal kill or be killed is
cruelty at its worst.

If we do not make it clear through our sentencing guidelines
that the inhumane crime of animal fighting is unacceptable, we
as a society will lose our own humanity. Please take this issue
seriously so that criminals will begin to as well.

Prosecute with real jail terms, not a slap on the hand.
Mandatory fines, database registry, MINUMUM one year
sentences.

As a rescue organization we see evidence of cruelty every day
as a result of dog fighting. Dogs are killed if they are not willing
to fight. Those that fight are often severely injured. People who
fight dogs are also responsible for breeding far too many dogs.
Please help end this horrible fate by heavily sentencing anyone
who who is arrested for fighting these dogs. Stop dog fighting
now! Thank you.

Training and forcing dogs to fight, often to the death, is
extreme cruelty to animals. A sane society does not allow such
barbaric activity, and those caught should be punished
severely.

Animal fighting is cruel and inhumane. Please stop it at any
cost.
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I live in Albuquerque, N.M. the dog tighting here is all but in the
open. Pets are stolen from their yards to be used as Bait. It's a
daily occurance. Craig's list is used by these .....people to obtain
Free pets from unsuspecting owners to be used in dog fights. It
is rampant in New Mexico. Dogs if not dead are dumped on
roads, with missing limbs, torn apart, some still alive. This
needs to STOP.

INO animal deserves this KInd OT abuse and being a victim like
this being tortured in the worst of ways. These poor animals
have no voice except ours and they offer us nothing but
unconditional love! It is like throwing your child to the sharks!
Don't let this continue get tough on the ones who abuse these
poor animals and make good examples of them to let the
human race know we will not put up with this kind of cruelty!
People don't want treated like this and neither do the animals
that have no voice!

There is strong evidence that animal abuse often leads to
crimes against humans, so stronger animal-fighting sentences
benefit both animals and humans.

| believe dog fighting is very wrong and it should be a Class A
Felony.

Please get serious and STOP this horrific cruelty - and make the
punishment for these people much harsher. Whether it's a
human or animal - when it comes to this insane cruelty there's
no other difference than in the victim!

Animals are my passion, and | want to see the maximum
sentence of five years, for anyone and | mean everyone from
owning a dog fighting ring and/or abusing animals. It is a sin!!
Animal cruelty and abuse has been linked to abuse of humans.
Please help all animal and mankind by amending the animal
fighting guidelines to have the punishment better fit this
heinous crime.
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Please punish the low lives who abuse these innocent animals
for sick entertainment. No animal should be heinously trapped
in such a horrible life. Thank you.

It is extremely urgent that we eliminate this horrendous crime
and punish the culprits with the maximum sentencing possible -
5 years to ensure that these crimes do not keep reoccurring. A
misdemeanor is not a deterrent. Under current misdemeanor
charges, others continue to commit these torturous crimes. It is
time we consider the animals and not the criminals.

If it is stopped in this country how do we know they do not just
move it Mexico or Canada ?

Dog fighting is inhumane - punishments need to be handed
down that are strictly enforced and harsh (and there should be
NO EARLY TIME OUT ON PAROLE!) | think they should serve a
minimum of 5 years - even 10 years wouldn't be long enough
for this heinous crime. It is appalling that Michael Vick got off so
easily! | also think a stiff fine should be imposed and that fine
money should go to the rehabilitation of these poor innocent
victims, not to the government court system. Please stop this
insanity. Make people aware that this is NOT going to be
tolerated. Whether you are the dog owner or a betting
participant, all parties need to be brought to justice!

tHIS IS A INHUMANE PRATICE PLEASE STOP IT

| believe there should be harsher sentences for animal abusers
because, all too often the sadistic people get a slap on the wrist
and go onto abusing more animals. | personally think 10yr min
prison is a good start and to take any money and property that
was used in fighting animals.

Also, we are not in "Roman Times." These dogs suffer
unthinkable abuse at the hands of drug dealers, gamblers, etc.
They also abuse young children and use them as a lookout for
Police. In doing so, this learned behavior perpetuates these
inhumane crimes. We need stiffer penalties to send a message
that these atrocities are unacceptable. Thanking you in advance
for your consideration and cooperation.



Thomas

Diana
Kris

Margaret

Susan
Deborah
Margaret
Karin
Kris

Judy
Erin

Erin
Jessica

Jessica

Santoro

Foulke
P.
Wood

Schueller
Thompson
Wood
Wiehl

P.

Milliken
Kowalewski
Kowalewski
Lensbower

Lensbower

NY

FL
CA
WV

Wi
MD
WV
CcT
CA
MA
NY
NY
PA
PA

PLEASE , DOG - DOG FIGHTING IS INHUMANE, CRUEL AND
MONSTROUS OF HUMANS TO PUT THEM THROUGH THAT PAIN.
PLEASE END THAT CRIME

Dear commisioners, | adopted a pit bull from a shelter eleven
years ago and named her Chloe. She is the sweetest dog our
family has ever had, perfect with our three kids, she loves
everyone including other dogs and our three cats. The abuse
and torture these dogs go through is horrific. They know they
will be beaten or killed if they dont fight, it happens right in
front of them! And yet they still love people. Did you ever see a
video of a raid of a fighting compound? These dogs that are
tortured and chained wag their tails at the strangers that come
to take them after the compound is raided, are often able to be
picked up and carried away, sadly often to be put to sleep after
surviving their torture. | watched a you tube video of
undercover video of what these dogs go through called Pit Bulls
Unchained. Watch it if you can. | had to turn away. The people
who do this to dogs for sick pleasure and profit need to be
severely punished to put an end to this. Thank you so much for
your time. Sincerely, Diana and Chloe Foulke PS wish | could
attach of pic of Chloe!

Please give stiffer punishments to anyone getting animals to
fight to the death or are so badly hurt, they have to be put
down. This is just downright cruel in inhumane. There is no
enjoyment in watching animals fighting and inflicting pain on
each other! People are the ones that cause this kind of
behavior and they are the ones that should be charged and
jailed. Prison sentence should be higher than 5 years also, for
the way the treat and train for animals to fight.



Judith

Brenda

Michelle

Renee
Justin
Christy

Lisa
Laura

Maxcine

Hardin

DiTrapani

Birmingham

Manton
Lensbower

Sterner

Collon
Bailey

Parker

VA

FL
RI

X
PA
PA

CcT
SC
MN

vear LOmmISSIONers, | Write T0 tnank you Tor consiaering an
amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5
years prescribed by Congress in 2008. Federal judges defer to
the sentencing guidelines when faced with unfamiliar crimes
like dog fighting so your action is critical to ensure that these
crimes are sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible. Thank you very much for your consideration of this
important issue.

Dog tighting will continue as long as judges see fit to hand out a
slap on the hand as punishment for these criminals. Yes, | said
criminals. These people not only break the law by dog fighting
and all of the other crimes that come with that, but they teach
children that cruelty is O.K., and it is not. When are we going to
get serious about cruelty to animals?

This has to stop.

Animal fighting ot any kind Is cruel and those who participate in
it degrade themselves unspeakably. The animals are often
'taught' to fight in the most horrific ways (e.g., chewing off the
limbs of a tethered dog) and those who do not 'perform' in the
fight are often killed by being strung to meathooks or
electrocuted. You would NOT want this in your state. Please,
please be the instrument in putting an end to this. Thank you,
Renee Manton

It's time to get tough and crack down on animal fighting and it's
time that the penalties show the seriousness of the crime.

THE LAWS NEED TO BUST ALL DOG FIGHT RINGS IMMEDIATELY
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accordingly. Dog fighting occurs among the most heinous of
criminals and the most unthinking perpetrators. This activity is
a very dark representation of our culture. Not only are feeling,
sentient, sweet animals subjected to horribly painful mauling
and disfigurement, this activity spills over into the human
population as well where a society must fear and dispose of
animals who have been raised and trained to fight and kill.
When set free when they are no longer useful to the
perpetrator, they are a threat to humans, other dogs and are
managed at a great cost to society. This is wrong and should be
stopped via a punishment that is truly a deterrent. Those of us
who are associated with shelters see on a daily basis how
painful and expensive it is for a community to manage these
poor creatures who, THROUGH NO FAULT OF THEIR OWN, have
become feared, shunned, avoided and hated. Please take
action to seriously punish those who continue to push the
results of this crime onto our society. Surely we are a better
people than this.

Dear Commissioners, Please send a message to those who do
not value life and provide the apparent guidance needed by our
federal judiciary that the full force of the Federal Government
and its citizens will not tolerate such dispicacal behavior. Your

partnership is appreciated. Respectfully
The abuse these animals endure is horrific. These people do not

deserve a break. Man up and do the right thing. Would you
subject your pet to this treatment? Would you want your child
to witness a dog fight? These are living, breathing creatures
that love unconditionally, they hurt, they feel pain, they don't
deserve this cruel life.

This issue is very important to me.

Animals are defenseless creatures that are God created and
deserve a chance to a good life with love and decency. Stop
ignoring this crime and finally do the right thing!

The maximum sentence is five years? Five years should be the
minimum!
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Prosecute with real jail terms, not a slap on the hand.
Mandatory fines, database registry, MINUMUM one year
sentences.

Dog fighting is absolutely disgusting and people that are in
involved in it, need to be reprimanded very sternly. The state
should prosecute these people to the fullest. Thank you

If the penalty for dog fighting was held at a higher standard
than maybe we would see an end to this disgusting crime. It is
not ok to treat animals this way and we need that message sent
just as much as it is not ok to commit other crimes.

Dear U.S. Sentencing Commission, | want to thank-you, for
getting tough on dog fighting. | hope you sentence people who
have dog fights to the fullest extent of the law. No animal
should ever have to go through something like that. Thank-You,
Linda Schmidt

Dog fighting must stop and those who do it punished to the
max.

Please help put a stop to these horrific crimes.

Any human being who enjoys participating in dog fighting is a
dangerous and unfeeling person. It makes my blood boil to
think these horrible people are walking among us. PLEASE
MAKE THEM STOP HARMING INNOCENT ANIMALS.
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We must stop this cruel dog tighting!! These animals are not
put here to be trained by humans to kill or attack for
pleasure!These dogs are killed relentlessly through these dog
fights we need harsher penelities stricter jail terms to put a
stop to this for once and for all!! A LIFE IS A LIFE IF IT BE

Imagine one of your family: sister, brother, parent, or child
being treated the way these dogs are, really imagine it, and
then think about what you would do to stop the person
responsible and what you would do for justice. What kind of
person can know these horrors exist, have the power to change
it, and do nothing?

Animal fighting of any kind should meet with prison sentences
that cannot be commuted. These people should be imprisoned
for life. We must inforce serious legislation to impose harsh
sentences for people who engage in any kind of cruelty to any
animal.

Please punish these abusers to the full extent of the law.

Please do everything you can to stop animal fighting.

Please, consider updating the guidelines! Thanks.

Protect our animals from unspeakable acts of abuse and throw
the book at those who engage and promote this behavior!
Any person that can hurt a defenseless animal should be
prosecuted to the fullest extent.
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It's time to stop treating dogs as though they were trash being
thrown to satisfy greedy, heartless individuals who have no
concern for the lives of animals who cannot defend for
themselves except by being made pawns to cruel money-
hungry people.

K.O.

Please take the action requested above to help end the
suffering of these helpless animals. Imposing more consistently
stiff penalties can help send a message that this type of human
conduct is NOT ok.

| believe this crime should always be punished to the maximum
on every offense. This is completely premeditated with no
concern of the innocent helpless animal. This is inhumane and
just sickening act. Please look at each offense with the thought
of the poor helpless animal involved. Thanks.

It is almost like put a child in the situation of fight or die a
horrible death. Where are your feelings? Would you put your
child in a ring, tie it up with chains that they can't even hold up
their heads, and watch them die. | surely hope not. Where is
humane decency?

Dogs are innocent smart beautiful and are able to guide blind
individuals to cross the street to -live. It is horrifying to what

their owners put them through to fight each other. WE MUST
BE CIVILIZED AND HUMANE -PLEASE END THIS BRUTAL CRIME
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The way in which our society treats animals greatly reflects our
compassion and morals;in addition, the serious punishment of
those who abuse and torture animals also reflects our societies

values and commitment to protect innocent lives.
Ihe barbaric act ot dog tighting represents the worst in the

human species. Abusing and forcing innocent creatures to fight
for the sake of so called entertainment reflects sadly on any
society that would find these actions acceptable. The
consequences for pitting innocent animals (regardless of
species) against one another should be substantial. A civilized
society cannot turn a blind eye and allow this cruelty to
continue to exist.

Please do the right thing for these poor dogs who need us to
help protect them.We need to protect the animals not the
people who participate in this horrendous act .Thank you

Dog tighting and cock fighting are abhorrent, barbaric practices
that show the lowest levels that humans can descend to, and as
such, must be punished with utmost severity. These crimes
must involve mandatory jail times with no probation on first
offence; no early release; and MANDATORY IMMEDIATE
DEPORTATION OF ILLEGAL ALIENS INVOLVED, as sadly, some of
these "events" are frequented primarily by people from Latin
America and other countries.

One way to help stop this brutal crime is to make the
sentencing reflect the crime. Send a message that wee do not
tolerate this crime.

thank you for considering an amendment to the animal fighting
guidelines in your 2015/2016 amendment cycle. | urge you to
act this cycle to update the guidelines to better reflect the
maximum prison sentence of 5 years prescribed by Congress in
2008.



jodi
Michael
Ruth
Cindy

linda and craig

nancy

Connie
Kimberly
Sabina
Jessica
Linda

Kristin

Janet
Kristi
Susan

Susan

Scott

Karen
William
Kara

Lauren

Russell

guenther
McDonald
Bescript

Moczarney

denegar

morgan

Hutton
Gill
Gross
Springs
Kehew

Devlin

Wilson
Hutchison
DePue

DePue

South

Lloyd-Davies
Easterling
Graul

Fenenbock

Dam

MT
CcT
AZ

FL
CA

Wy
DC
NY
GA
NC
PA

AZ
CA
KY
KY

NM

CA

X
X

MO

please help us to make punishment fit the crime with dog
fighting. dog fighting should be stopped and maybe if they went
to prison for 5 yrs not jail for 2mths or get off they would think
twice. the dogs suffer not the criminals.

| VERY MUCH APPRECIATE your help in the animal fighting
guidelines in your amendment cycle. THANK YOU,

No more pain for our purrs n pups!!!

Please update the guidelines to better reflect the maximum
sentence of 5 years.

Great cause

Please consider the trauma these dogs, many forced to fight,
must endure until the death. Please enforce stricter
punishment on individuals who have no concern about the
feelings or well being of these God created creatures. You may
be their only voice to stop this barbarous activity, by cruel or
unconcerned participants. Perhaps by enforcing stricter laws
against this horrible sport, we can send a message to those who
willingly allow harm to these creatures called man's best friend.
Maybe, we can stop this inhumane practice.

This obscene cruelty must stop. Dogs are Man's best friend, not
commodities to earn Criminals dirty money. Thank you.

Dog tighting is Cruel, Barbaric, Uncivilized, Inhumane and
Unnecessary. To torture, kill and make these dogs suffer all for
the entertainment of uncivilized people is unforgiveable. No
animal on Earth deserves to be treated with Cruelty. "The
Greatness of a Nation and its moral progress can be judged by
the way its animals are treated."-Mahatma Gandhi.
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;NIAML FIGHTING OF ANYKIND IS BARBARIC AND AGAINST
BASIC PRINCIBLES OF LIFE PRESERVATION AND IT TEACHES NO
REGARD FOR LIFE !!

Animail fighting is cruel and inhumane. In a civilized society
with computers, smartphones and virtual TV games with
movies on demand, one would think their is enough to keep
one occupied in a proper sence. people who partake in such
activites shoul be severely prosecuted and made an example
out of.

The maximum penalty should be at least five years
imprisonment for anyone involved in any kind of animal
fighting!

They don't have a voice,we are there voice they are on death
row all over because of these abusers !!!

P T T T T T TR RPN U U,

thing not to value human lives as we are not helpless and can,
often, fight back against those trying to hurt us. When it comes
to defenseless animals, who can't help the situation they are
put in, those who put them in that situation should be punished
to the point of deterrence. The lack of value of life these
individuals show is repulsive, disgusting and a clear indication
of what pain they are willing to inflict on living things. A dog
one day, a human the next. It is not a stretch! These dogs don't
deserve what is, or has, been inflicted upon them! Oftentimes,
because they have been put in this position the only way to
deal with them after they have been rescued is to be
euthanized. How is that fair? They lose their lives either way
while these ignorant persons get a slap on the wrist! No
more!!l Please show that you are, not only feeling human
beings, but, also, enlightened enough to show that you will
tolerate this cruelty no longer! Tougher sentences are in
order!!!
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Ine Innuman nature oOT Aog TIgNTING Neeas o De consiaerea Tor
the monstrously cruel "culture" that it is. These animals are
innocent victims ;they don't have a voice, so human beings
have to speak for them. In addition, it is known that people
who abuse animals more often than not are abusers of their
fellow man. | ask you to look at the harsh reality behind this
amendment, and to speak up for humanity by holding those
culpable to pay their debt to society to the fullest extent
possible. Thank you for your attention to this important, tragic
matter.

This is an outrageous abuse of those who have no voice with
which to protest!!!

STOP THIS CRUELTY, PLEASE, AND PUNISH APPROPRIATELY
THOSE WHO ENGAGE IN IT.

Keep fighting the good fight!

CRACK DOWN ON ANIMAL FIGHTING

Dogs are creatures worthy of respect, not used as objects by
some humans, to be kicked around. The owners should be
fined.

Eric Kennedy

We need to be the voice for those who cannot speak. This
violence must be stopped, and those responsible punished .

i love all dogs and they love people gave the breed of pitt bulls
a chance..

THIS KIND OF BARBARIC CRUELTY IS UNIMAGINABLE TO ME
AND | SUSPECT TO A GREAT MANY OTHERS AND IT NEEDS TO
END. THE FOLKS RESPONSIBLE FOR COMMITTING SUCH
UNSPEAKABLE CRUELTY MUST BE HELD ACCOUNTABLE!!!

Great cause
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It is absolutely deplorable that people are using any animal for
fighting. The maximum allowable of at the least 5 years
imprisonment should be given. I think it should be even more.
We are supposed to love, take care and protect those who
cannot take care of themselves. Not use their pain and agony
to make money or just for fun. Animals give unconditional love
and give us their trust. We should honor them not use them.

Put these cold monsters behind bars for a LONG time. Anyone
that can easily put an animal in harms way is not far from
hurting another human being. THEY MUST BE STOPPED!!!!

Dear Commissioners, It congress can put in place law's about
abortion, then they should be able to put law's about dog
fighting. This is a very bad way for a dog to live. to have to fight
for survival is no way to live, the dogs deserve better then that.
They have a soul, they live, they breath, they hurt, they love,
they have all of human emotions, they cry, they morn , they
hurt, they need YOUR HELP, to help them live... PLEASE HELP
THEM...

| am reading the ASPCA screen and decided to sign this letter.

Thank you.
Unless the penalties for dog fighting are tougher, the scum

engaging in dog-fighting will continue to do it. We must send a
message by giving the offenders serious jail time, not just a slap
on the wrist. Unlike their abusers, animals are sentient beings
who must rely on us to protect them from exploiters. Update
the guidelines!

THIS HAS TO STOP NOW!! Only sick people watch animals
fight.And even sicker people make animals fight.Animals can't
speak for themselves so we are their voices. Thank You Gail
Davison
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| believe that people who abuse animals need to understand
that there are severe consequences and that the potential for
long-term incarceration is real.

Dog fighting is cruel and unusual punishment for dogs. iT MUST
END!

VvInie oniy d simndil percentage o1 peopie dare invoivea in wnis
barbaric activity, it's repercussions are far reaching. The very
essence of pitting animals against each other for sport is too
close to doing the same thing to humans - we know this
happens as well. The mindset of those involved, inflicting pain
and suffering on innocents, they will do the same to other
people. These sick individuals need to be locked up and treated
for the disease they suffer from rather than spreading it to
other people who will then turn their depravity on us. Please
make the penalty stronger, stop them from teaching others
that killing is a sport.

Animal fighting is a horrible, bloody thing. It encourages
violence, gambling and an insensitivity to cruelty. Please punish
people involved in this, their greed is abominable!
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Im aisappoIntea we OT TNe UNIted STates nave Not nad tne
common sense over all these years to punish anyone who uses
animals to fight to the death. how am | suppose to respect
legislators, paid by taxpayers, who have turned their backs on
this for years and then don't jump at the chance to enact
punishment for cruelty of animals. why do
legislators/politicians/judges not have the common sense or
"balls" to stop the criminal activity. we as a nation don't seem
to be any better than those "third world" nations we point the
finger at. shame shame shame.

Animal fighting is a very cruel and vicious crime. It should NOT
go unpunished!!!

Ihis Is Such A Horritic Crime, And So Inhumane, That The
Maximum Sentence of 5 Years Is Not Enough!!! These Criminals
Who Engage In Dog Fighting need To Know Up Front, They Will
Pay Heavily With A 5 Year Sentence In Prison And A Heavy
Fine!!! This Is An Intolerable Act They Are Committing On
Innocent Lives Of Of Helpless Dogs!!! They Need To Pay For This
Inhumane Crime!!!!

I've always believed that there should NEVER be dog fighting
anywhere!!!l Dogs have feelings, they hurt just like us humans.
What would happen if the roles were reversed???? Would they
make us fight other humans? Would they even care? That's
why we need to put an end to dog fighting, NOW! | had a
beautiful red-nosed Pit Bull - and she was the sweetest thing
ever. A lot of people are shy around pit bulls because they think
they're so vicious. They're only vicious if they're trained to be.
And it's not just them, but other types of dogs as well. No dog
should EVER endure a painful fight for us to gain popularity,
money or whatever it is. NO DOG SHOULD SUFFER BY OUR

for the dogs' freedom and happiness!

Please be the one who stands up for the helpless!
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vear LOmmISSIONers, | Write T0 tNank you Tor consiaering an
amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5
years prescribed by Congress in 2008. Federal judges defer to
the sentencing guidelines when faced with unfamiliar crimes
like dog fighting so your action is critical to ensure that these
crimes are sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible. Thank you very much for your consideration of this

important issue.
Ihis is such a horrible and cruel activity that | would not even

say 'sport'. It is a sign of the chaos and criminality in our
country today. Severe punishment would not only send a
strong message but also help remove this activity from the
environment of many young people who would otherwise feel
that it is part of normal life. Thank you for considering my
opinion in this matter.

Let's help reinforce the strength of our animal fighting
sentencing guidelines. This is a brutal practice with our animals
paying the price.

Real men and women do not abuse/neglect Animals!

| favor stiff penalties for animal abusers

Please give the maximum sentence possible to these criminals.

DOGS ARE NOT MEANT TO BE USED FOR THE AWFUL PEOPLE
THAT TRAIN THEM TO BE SO VILE & VICIOUS. THEY ARE
INSTINCTIVE TO ATTACK ONLY WHEN NECESSARY!THIS IS
HORRIBLE!

Surly many of you have dogs of your own. How would you feel
if it was your pet forced into a life they just dont want. ? They
don't ask for much just a warm place to live someone to love
plus a little kindness and they become a loyal friend. Pleas help
stop dog fighting. Thank you
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Dear Commissioners, | would like to implore that you update
the guidelines to increase the penalty of Dog Fighting criminals.
If we were to let offenders off with a light sentencing, they
would not equate the seriousness and brutality of their crime
to the penalty involved. A dog (and in this situation), we are
talking about so many innocent dog lives suffering, being forced
to fight against their will and being excecuted in the most
inhumane way (shot, raped, downed and the crazy list goes on).
| cannot understand just because dogs are unable to speak, we
treat them any less than humans. It is still a precious life. | do
not think that | need to continue with the long story of the
horrific sufferings these pure souls are being put through daily
until their deaths as Dog Fighting has been brought to the
national spotlight in recent years. We have to remember that
maybe dogs are the only things that might love us more than
he loves himself. And the fact that so many of us like minded
individuals are rallying for this cause speak volumes of the
situation we have on hand. Another crucial social issue is that
90% of killers start with animal abuse. Until we can solve this
problem, we can NEVER be safe. Please - We hope to see a
triumph against the crimes of Dog Fighting rings and to drill in
the concept that Dog Fighting is a serious federal crime and
would not be tolerated. Thank you so much for taking the time
to go over this comment.

Animals depend on us to speak for them and we in turn depend
on leaders such as yourselves to do the right thing. Please be a
voice for the protection of animals.

| completely agree! There should be no dog fights

I am an ASPCA member and local member. | am definetely for
the maximum guidelines of 5 yrs.



Sherry

Karen

Nicole

Joanne
Jill

Conroy

Lindstrom

Buchanan

Carlson

Polanycia

MD
WA

CA

MA
co

Please urge judges to impose tougher penalties on animal
abusers. It is a well know fact that those who abuse animals,
also abuse humans and some even go on to become serial
killers. Stopping this horrible cycle in its tracks at the first sign is
very important. These animals should not be made to suffer
and with judges imposing slaps on the wrists to these
offenders, we are opening the door for more animals to suffer
horrible deaths and allowing these offenders to hone their
torture and killing skills for eventual use on other humans. In
addition, most dog-fighters also deal in illegal guns and drugs.
This is bad for the communities where these dog-fighters live
and set up "shop". These dogs do not want to fight - they only
want to be loved and shown affection but they are also loyal to
their master and will do whatever they can to please him/her.
To be placed in a pit and forced to fight until the death is
barbaric. To have an animal tied up and used as bait, to be
shredded to pieces then dumped like garbage on the side of the
road is just horrific. These animals deserve better and they
deserve justice. Handing down a year in jail or paying a fine of $
2500.00 -that just does not cut it! That is NOT Justice. That is a
slap on the wrist with a finger wagging in the face and being
told "don't do it again". Tougher laws and tougher penalties are
needed to stop the cycle. These animals deserve better. They
deserve our love.

I would love to see people punished at the full extent of the
law, it's up to us to protect animals. Know animal deserves to
be hurt, killed, tortured. I'm sicken by the thought of people
getting away with it. | urge that people who abuse animals
never has the chance to do it again. We are the voice for
animals they can't speak for themselves. | do what | can to help

Animals are like children, they have an unconditional love for
their owner/parent now mater how they are treated. No living,
breathing animal/child should be mistreated in any way. |
would put my life on the line for a child or animal that is
mistreated. The same as | would for my mother or father. |
have had pets all my life and have and will go with out to make
sure they get the care they need. Now | have a cost with
asthma. Her Medes are appox $250 every two months. If | can't
afford it then | cannot afford my Dunkin Donuts coffee. We are
here to protect the ones that can not speak for themselves.
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IT 1S evil and evil people do It. Anyone that can cause an animal
to loose it's innocence and make it suffer in this despicable way
should not be treated as a fellow human being. Punishment
should include for them the pain and sentence they give to
animals that count on them for their survival. It is a ruthless
blood thirsty mind that could be part of it and everyone
knowing and allowing it to happen should be arrested and
persecuted to the fullest extent. Laws need to be adjusted and
rewritten so this happens.

If you crack down on this horrible practice and give harsh
sentencing, it might stop people from doing this.

I am an owner of a dog who was used in dog fighting who was
dumped and left to die. His head injuries were so severe he was
practically unrecognizable as a dog. He has numerous other
scars and body parts missing. Please do not allow these
criminals to not get the punishment they deserve for being so
cruel and inhumane!

ANIMALAND DOGFIGHTING HAS TO END WE ARE ALLOWING
THESE MONSTERS TO TEACH OUR CHILDREN VERY BAD THINGS
I ONCE AN ANIMAL ABUSER THENON TO HUMAN BABIES THEN
ADULTS AND ON TO SERIAL KILLERS ''THIS MY FRIEND IS A
PROVEN FACT !!#SAYNOTOANIAMLABUSERS

| support this amendment please do all you can to end dog
fighting

We need to stop punishing the victims and punish the
perpetrators.
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Anyone Who Engages In The InHumane Act Of Animal Fighting
Is Committing A Horrific Act So Intolerable That They Should Be
Punished With A Maximum Sentence Of At Least 5 Years, And |
Don't Believe That Even Equals The Crime Of What They Are

Crimes Against Society!!!! | Want To Make Sure They Pay
Heavily And Know Up Front, If They Engage In Dog Fighting They

Inere Is o reason to allow dog Tighting and every reason to
stop it. The people who promote dog fighting expose children
to the dog fighting and perpetuate a culture of violence,
bullying, and abuse. The kids get 'comfortable' with violence
and stomping on the weak and take it to the schools and then
their families as they have children. As a former inner-city
Chicago school teacher, | am telling you that the families that
modelled kindness and protection of animals had kids who
grew up to be models of kindness.

We urge the toughest penalties possible (5 years!) for anyone
convicted of organizing, promoting or sponsoring any kind of

animal fights.
It baffles me that so many people have zero compassion for

animals. Abusing animals is a crime against humanity. I'm
currently overseas fighting for a country that allows such
horrible mistreatment of other living beings. The people
responsible for such terrible actions are dangerous. They
mistreat helpless animals. What is to stop them from
mistreating a helpless child? They are grown people who
should held 100% accountable for their actions.

kill the creeps that fight dogs

Anyone who allows this to continue to happen also needs to be
put in prison immediately with no chance for parole for a
minimum of the five year and longer . Thank you.
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Please make this a priority! | am deeply concerned about this
and believe action must be taken immediately to help protect
the animals!

Again, please take action immediately during this cycle. This is
such an important issue and needs addressing now. Thank you!
This barbaric crime needs to be stopped.The penalty needs to
be severe. No loop holes to get around this crime when
convicted. These defenseless animals need to be protected.
Please do all you can to put laws into place today.

Who can deny the unconditional love dogs and other creatures
provide us?? We have no business minimizing ANY behaviors
that encourage cruelty and bloodshed against or between
innocent, sentient creatures.

Prosecute abusers to the fullest extent of the law. Ban from any
animal contact again.

Anyone who allows this to continue to happen also needs to be
out in prison immediately with no chance for parole for a
minimum of the five year and longer . Thank you.

Animal fighting is a barbaric practice that deserves strict
penalties.

| urge you to apply the harshest possible sentencing guidelines
for animal abusers. In addition, many of these offenders
endured brutality themselves so therapy and drugs if necessary
should be used to prevent them from going from bad to worse.
A large majority of violent offenders start by abusing animals.
Knowing this, the justice system should behave appropriately.
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This type of crime, animal fighting, is vicious, disgusting and the
lowest of the low. Animals are innocent and they deserve to be
cared for, respected and never harmed. Punishment of these
monsters should be to the fullest extent of the law. Thank you

| Own A Pitbull Myself And They Are The Most Loving
Respectful obedient dog I've ever owned and | think it's
amazing way you guys do...

Studies show a strong linkage between violence against animals
and against people. Please show that the depraved mindset
that would allow you to torture and destroy such a wonderful
breed and its reputation is unacceptable and worthy of more
than a slap on the wrist.

This is a horrible and disgusting crime to fight innocent animals
that do not have a voice! The punishment needs to fit the crime
and they should be charged accordingly. You fight and kill
innocent animals, you should have the same punishment. Eye
for an eye. My heart feels very strongly about this since | am in
the veterinary industry and sell products to help in saving
animals.

I love what y'all do and | have 2/pitties name yumyum and Bella
and | hate dog fighting and | want to share that | am against it

It is past time for the crime of animal cruelty to be taken much
more seriously. Let's get busy and crack down on the criminals
that commit this foul and inhumane crime of animal fighting.



BARBARA
Margot
Tia
Jessica

Elaine

Mary Ann

Jodi

Dalene
Lisa
Cynthia
Amy
Amy
Todd

staci

Meryl
jason
Louise

Louise

Lynda
ashley

NECKER
Lowe
Case
Morrison

borno

McFarland

Uhler

Nelson

Haugen
Harding
Shepler
Shepler
Shepler

howell

Pinque
Martinez
Macura

Macura

Gedge
hunt

NY
CA
OH
AL
CcT

VA

Wi
MO
[\l
PA
PA
PA

OK

ME
PA
PA
PA

MA
AZ

The crime of dog fighting is an extreme form of animal cruelty.
Dogs who do not die of their wounds lead lives of pain, fear,
and misery. The punishment should be as harsh as the law
allows.

animal fighting is barbaric and should STOP now!!! These poor
innocent animals should never be subject to this type of
inhumane treatment. Please make the laws stronger and by
prosecuting these losers to the fullest extent.

We have to speak for these animals because they can not speak
for themselves.

| love my pitz and people talk bad about them it aint there
fault.Itz the owners.People who dog fight should get really

strict prison sentences.
Uear Lommissioners, | Write T0 thank you Tor consiaering an

amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5
years prescribed by Congress in 2008. Federal judges defer to
the sentencing guidelines when faced with unfamiliar crimes
like dog fighting so your action is critical to ensure that these
crimes are sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible. Thank you very much for your consideration of this
important issue.

Let these people get a job and choose life! Those poor dogs, it's
disgusting
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As an owner of a beautiful pure bred female Pit Bull, it sickens
me to the core when | hear about the horrible conditions and
treatment that these amazing animals had to endure. They
obey and listen to their owners because its in their nature and
because all they want in return is Love. So these horrible
human beings need to learn and be taught that mistreating,
abusing and training these animals to fight is completely
unacceptable and will not be tolerated! Please help these
innocent victims by making the sentencing fit the crime across
the board. No tolerance for any kind of abuse! Please, | beg
you. Thank you for allowing my voice to be heard. Sincerely,

We need to do all we can to stop dog fighting and animal
cruelty! Any person who is capable of this, is capable to harm
people. We need harsher sentences and consequences to those
who are convicted of such inhumane acts. With harsher
sentences, hopefully will deter some from participating and the
problem will become less of an issue. Please help us to pass this
amendment. Thank you for your hard work!

| have got this dog that has been locked up in a basement all
her life and her owner gave her food for pit bulls and she is just
a chihuahua and now she is as spoiled as can be but is a good
dog and it is just like child abuse because you have to almost do
everything for them

Hello, | am very much for this movement. | believe no dogs
should be fighting and they should only be loved and cared for.
Thank you, Laura Allen
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Please step up and make the punishment fit the crime for
animal fighting. Please amend the federal sentencing guidelines
on dog fighting. This world is littered with those just like
Michael Vick. Animal fighting and a use is not acceptable.

Dog fighting is the worst!l love all of them.

this is so messed up im glad you guys are doing it i want to
show support

People who commit the act of animal cruelty should be given
the maximum penalty. Please help stop animal cruelty!

Please stop this cruelty

NO DOG DESERVRES THIS ABUSE !!!! ALL DOG FIGHTING
PEOPLE NEED TO GO TO PRISON FOR IT AND FINED BIG TIME
SO IT LEAVES A MESSAGE TO OTHERS WHO IS DOG FIGHTING

Surely animals have suffered enough. It is time for changes.
Thank you.

Please, PLEASE, lets get serious & lets get tough on dog fighting.
Higher fines & mandatory minimum sentencing of 10 years. (5
not enuff if ur getting real). Please add this to the upcoming
animal fighting guidelines. | thank you very much.

Those animals do not deserve to be torcher that way. To find
pleasure in this is just sick. | say ban dog fighting and jail the
owners for 10 years or better. They need to learn that animals
have feelings too and they hurt just like we do. They don't even
try to help the dog after it has been all bit up it just sit's there in
pain and bleeding. These kinds of people are not people any
more they have become savages on a small scale. Don't let that
scale get larger who knows what they will move to next. Please
save the animals from savages put them all in jail. We all are
Gods creatures and none should be hurt or have to feel pain
like that. Love is what's needed not malice, there are many
tainted hearts for money the hearts needs to change.
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I really hope this is seriously considered, dog fighting is harmful
for all the animals involved. Plus it only gives dogs commonly
used in fighting rings a bad name, making it harder for those
people that aren't horrible human beings to have them as
companions.

animal cruelty should be no different then a child molester.they
both abuse the things that cant help there self.a child and an
animal are both live heart beating mammals.any creature with
blood running through there veins should be protected and
given the maximum sentence 25 to life.any one that abuses
animals is a threat to society.5 years is not enough punishment
for an abuser.its not just the fact of dog fighting look what that
dog has to go through to be a fighter they are tied on a
disgustingly heavy for all there life they are kept in solitary
conditions if they dont win the fight they are left to die while
suffering from the injuries they received from the fight.then we
have the bait dogs these are the ones that suffer the most
there mouth is taped shut so they cant defend there selves
during the fight when the practice is over they are thrown away
to die.a lot of these bait dogs are family pets that have been
stolen right out of peoples yards,just like a child molester would
do.please reconsider the sentencing these people should not
get a slap on there hand they should get a very strong sentence
at least 25 years if its more then one dog involved it should be
25 years to life.this might make these people to think before
they do this crime.we dont need these people in our society
they are a danger to all.

We must be the voice for those who have none. No living
creature should be tortured and humans be allowed to get
away with it with just a slap on the wrist. If the punishment is
not enough to deter the crime there will be no change.

We the people who have pet dogs implore you to set the
sentences to fit the crime, dog fighting is so cruel and
disgusting.

Please start cracking down on dog tighting and using and
animal ad bait. These crimes are atrocious and need to be
punished. The punishments need to be harsher and more
attention need to be brought to this subject. These horrendous
acts of unimaginable torture can not continue to be ignored or
dismissed with simple fines. Please help end dog fighting and
using animals as bait.
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Please sentence these people whatever maximum is.

The minimum should be 5 years. These are horrible people that
do things like this to poor defenseless animals and they should
not be able to be on the streets to harm any more animals it is
just a matter of time that they will harm people if they haven't
already.

Since they can't be put in the ring with these dogs they should

at least get an appropriate sentence.
Ihis has become an Issue which clearly shows the disregard ot

the perpetrators for the legal system and our society. Please,
show those who insist on violating life and the will of law
abiding citizens that their crime is a serious and unwanted one.
Illegal money making through abusing living beings must be
seen as a serious warning sign to the tendencies of those
criminals, that can lead to as serious offenses against humans
as well. Thank you.

We should band dog fighting and if anyone is caught dog

fighting they should get 10yrs plus for the crime.
1 00N T UNJErstana tnat In tne U> you would get 1ess Time tnan |

would get for a minor crime. Do you want to be OK with the
inhumane act and torture of not only the fight to the
death...but the cruel disabling treatment before the fights, the
innocent pets that are stolen and used for bait. What will it take
for the US and the world to not be OK with the torture of

who are making these laws are taking part in the act....betting,
making money, maybe even participating more.

Abolish dog fighting by making minimum sentences at least 25
years in prison.
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If we, as a society, enforce only soft penalties to such
unspeakable acts of violence for sport or profit, then we accept
such behavior. Unfortunately, | do not and can not believe this
is true. Allowing such acts rips apart the moral fiber of what our
society should stand for. It makes neighborhoods more
dangerous and desensitizes the brutal and cruel acts against
animals whether they are trained to fight or just the gentle pet
who gets stolen for the main purpose of being "bait" and then
killed by another animal. This is a despicable and disgusting
occurance that is happening in many towns and cities around
this country and our law enforcement and government turns a
blind eye to it. The people behind these act of barbaric cruelty
are thugs and criminals and need to be taken off the streets
with the use of stiffer penalties than are currently in place. You
need to change the laws and make these people be held
accountable rather than giving them a slap on the wrist. Slap
the cuufs on them and put them away for years, not months!
We need your help and we need it now. Thank you for your
time.

Please support the amendment to the update the animal
fighting guidelines. We must do everything we can to send the
message that dog fighting is a crime and will not be tolerated.
Your adoption of this amendment will go a long way toward
achieving that goal. Thank you for your consideration of this
matter.

Tougher laws needs to be put in place and enforced! Make a
difference, be a hero!

There needs to be a change NOW. Our society needs harsher
penalties for those people that promote dog fighting, it is the
only way to bring about the change. Once convicted and placed
in jail, they should be enrolled in the program that pairs a
rescued dog with a convict.
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Vve dre not parpdridns ds 1dr ds 1 Know. vve nave supposeaiy
become a civilized society that does not need to fight dogs or
use other dogs/animals for bait to get the dogs worked up to
want to kill. Anything to do with dog fighting (or any other
animal fighting) needs to be a federal offense that is a felony
with very strict jail time. Let's get this sentencing guidelines
more in line with this crime and add stiff fines that cover the
cost of vetting and boarding. If they cannot fight dogs they will
stop breeding them and our animal control costs will be
reduced along with the number of animals euthanized each
day.

It's time we come together to stop dogfighting and prosecute
the people who do this. It time to shout out that we as animal
lovers won't tolerate this anymore.

people who can abuse animals are more likely to become serial
killers or to move on to abusing humans next, so it is for all our
benefit to punish/rehab those people with twisted mind.

We need to protect these dogs that have no voice. 5 years is a
good start. Thank you for listening to the people.

Dogfighting is a heartless cold act that put dogs in a vulnerable
position. Fogs are to be loved and nurtured not thrown in a
cage to kill. The people need to get maximum sentence to learn
from this horrific crime:(

Get Tough! It will never stop until the maximum jail sentence is
15/20 years maximum!

Get Tough! It will never stop until the maximum jail sentence is
15/20 years maximum!

Please help to see that sentences are stronger for people who
are involved in dogfighting.

I strongly believe that people should be punished for fighting
dogs, and it is awesome to see someone standing up and
having a voice for those who can't.

Animals are getting abuse every day in this country. This is the
USA and animal abuse and dog fighting will not be tolerated.
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Dog Fighting is cruel and teaches those involved and spectating
to under value life in general. In addition, it is strongly linked to
so many other crimes such as theft and drugs. The training of
these dogs often involves cruel usage of somebody's pet that
was stolen, torturous breeding practices and a painfull filing
down of teeth to make bait dogs defenseless...just to name a

few.
Anyone who gets enjoyment and hopes to make money ott ot

animals who have been trained to rip each other apart for their
viewers' sick enjoyment should be prosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law. Dogs under almost every circumstance just
want to please and be loved by their owner. Beyond self
survival, their actions reflect this even if it means meeting their
own brutal death. Shame on anyone who finds this satanic
savagery acceptable.

Let's send a message to people who do the animal fighting, it's
time to say enough is enough!

This cruel display of violence needs to stop. Until we get tough
on it, will it continue. It extends into all walks of life. We can
break the cycle before it damages the next generation. Get
tougher on dog fighting now to save our country!

Please put forth some very harsh punishments for people who
abuse these poor animals, we need to make a difference, and |
depend on you to make this right, For the Voices Unheard,
thank you!

It's about time USA sorted there animal rights out, far far too
many street dogs, abused animals and dog fighting going on
daily, just disgusting

The sentencing should fit the crime. Dog fighting takes
inocenent animals and make them into aggressive fighting

creatures. This is not the true nature of a pit bull.
Animal cruelty has been linked to killing of humans and other

violent acts. Even though animal fighting is more about the
MONEY, it shows a total lack of concern and empathy on the
part of the dog owners. These people need an attitude
adjustment. Stricter penalties for dog fighting would help them
to accomplish this.

Please take action and sentence the participants and
spectators!

Can't wait to be involved

Why are the laws so weak? Get serious about dog fighting...
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I am familiar with the federal law enforcement system from a
law enforcement officer perspective and feel that this law is
definitely underrepresented and needs stronger penalties in
order to be effective. | am also a Criminologist and want to
point out the numerous research references regarding cruelty
to animals as being a "step crime" to violence that affects the
safety of our communities. Please make this the time that dog
fighting puts people behind bars and off the streets.

Get tougher on crimes against animals! Remember, once a
criminal starts hurting animals, it is only a matter of time before
that criminal starts hurting people.

Please do whatever you can to help end the barbaric sport of
dogfighting. It is akin to gladiators and has to stop if we call
ourselves Christians or even humans. We should be better than
this.

Get Tough!
Get tough on dog fighting!!

| appreciate any help on raising sentence of a person who fights
dogs. | feel anyone who takes an innocent dog, files his teeth
down and hinders him from protecting himself from a dog
trained to fight and even training a dog to deliberately making a
dog mean to fight deserves a harsh sentence. Make your
guidelines for a sentence of longer than 6 months. Make it 5 yrs
to deter this barbaric act. not only do they fight them they kill
them if they don't win by drowning or hanging.

Animals deserve respect too. So lam getting tough

Dog fighting is a heinous crime and should not be tolerated.
Offenders should be given a harsh penalty to send the message
that animal abuse is not acceptable.

I think the penalty should be harsh as possible as in years jail to
try stamping out the horrific sad act of cruelty.No animal can
defend themselves so someone has to protect them.
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I recommend a high sentencing for this act of violence for
entertainment & gambling for profit or anything for that
matter. These animals don't deserve this. | have a service dog
that happens to be a "pit bull" Straffordshire Terrier that is.
They are kinder, smarter & more caring than humans | know.
Please punish these people for fighting & abusing their dogs.

There is a more humane treatment for dogs than this!!
They should all be thrown into a pit & made to tight each other.

That's what they make the dogs do so now it needs to happen
to these STUPID people. They should get a penalty just like they
would if they were doing this to children or anybody. Throw
them in jail & throw away the key. Make them fight every day
for the rest of their nasty lives.

Stop what does not make any sense. These are innocent dogs.
The punishment must match the crime.

This has to stop!!!!
Tougher punishment on this horrific crime!!

Get tougher on dogfighting

IVly IVIichael Angelo Is @ beautitul rottie pit mix. He Is the best
dog | have ever had. He loves people and other animals. He is
very well socialized. The problem is NOT with the breeds. The
problem is the human who forces a dog to fight. Dogs DO NOT
want to fight. They want to be loved. The penalty for dog
fighting | believe should be an automatic 10 years with NO
PAROLE. What kind of person does this to a dog?? What
message is our government sending? We have to protect our
dogs!!!!

The fact that this crime usually carries such lenient penalties is
one of the main reasons it still exist in the United States.. Please
be a voice for the poor animals that don't have a voice or a
choice in this matter.

This is a bad sentence. Not tough enough to match the horrific
crime. You need to help change this, we the people are
counting on the lawmakers to right this wrong.
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Please make the punishment fit the crime! | do believe in an
eye for an eye. People who enjoy hurting the defenseless
(animals or children ) should be properly disposed of, like the

trash they are!
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fighting ...which puts dogs into a life of neglect, starvation,
bodily and psychological injury, deformation and death needs
to have an equal penalty...these people who have no regard
that animals have their own life to live, in freedom with the
care of humans, need a strong deterrent to making money from
this ultimate animal cruelty and sacrifice. One suggestion is a
term of 5 to 10 years to serve in jail. Imagine a child of yours
kidnapped, caged, starved, scared, beaten, threatened, leading
a life of kill, or be killed...please act now and bring humanity
into the picture and end the torturious crime of dog fighting.
Thank you for your consideration!

Dog fighting is a particularly horrendous form of animal abuse.
ALL of the animals involved are treated terribly...the poor dogs
that are bred relentlessly, the dogs used as bait dogs (who can't
even defend themselves!), and the fighting dogs. People who
profit from this savagery & people who enjoy watching this
torture as "entertainment" are among the lowest forms of life.
PLEASE create stronger penalties for these actions! Animal
abusers are often people abusers...these "people" are a danger
to the dogs, other humans, & to our society! This crime
encourages other crimes. Please make the penalties for this
wanton violence suitable to the offense!

This act they are commiting with these dogs are
apploreable!!You are in a position to make the laws stiffer.DO
so this will end the suffering of these poor animals.They do not
have a chance unless you give them one!!DISPICABLE people
who do this need to be put away for a long time, it is plain
murder what they are doing!!ANIMALS ARE HUMAN TOO!!BE
THERE VOICE AND GIVE THESE CRIMINALS LIFE
SENTENCES.THATS WHAT THEY GIVE THE DOGS!!!

Jail or fines aren't enough to to stop these evil people! More
awareness and maybe inside moles to bring them to the
surface and face an animal loving, dog fight hating meeting
room!
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| feel like people who commit terrible crimes get the least
ammount of time in jail and it needs to change

Dog fighting. Usually using beautiful staffie said and pitbulls
goes on all over the world by evil men for profit.if we don't
stand together to put an end to this barbaric practice dogs will
continue to suffer horrendous fates. They use bait dogs to be
torn apart to get the dogs adrenalin going to fight. Their dogs
are caged and have never known live and affection and they
are wanted to fight to the death. Please Judge show some
mercy and put these savages away and I'm not talking about
the dogs. Michelle. Terrier Rescue. Zimbabwe

We need tougher sentences for dog fighting.

Please enforce harsher penalties for dog fighting.The crime
doesn't fit the punishment. These poor dogs need YOU to be
their voice!

Every living being's life is precious, and they should be treated
equally. When someone decides to cause harm for sport or for
any sort of entertainment to an innocent animal, which results
to a long painful cycle that leads to death should be sentenced
to the same fate.

Get tough on dog fighting by making stronger sentences for
animal fighting a priority! It is appalling what these animals go
through and it needs to stop!
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My family adopted an American staffordshire terrier, often
grouped together in the Pitt bull characterization. She is a
sweetheart. She was used as a breeding dog for dogfighting.
People see her and are afraid because of the sick people that
run dog fighting have led people to believe that dogs that look
like her are all dangerous. Now they are not allowed in some
towns, apartments, or on some home owners insurances.
These types of dogs are number 1 most likely to be euthanized
in shelters. Not only are they sometimes used for fighting,
neglected, abused, stigmatized, but dogs not directly involved
in fighting are also negatively affected by association. All of this
needs to stop! Michael Vick got a woefully inadequate sentence
of 18 months. That's it! How many dogs suffered being brutally
beaten, abused, neglected, fought, and killed? Pitt bulls (and
other dogs often labeled pitt) rate as having wonderful
temperament, so they had to beat and maim and starve these
dogs to get them to be mean. His punishment was NOT
justice,it was laughable to other dog fighters. You have a duty
to do better.

please make sure that these dogs do not suffer at the hands of
the greedy ones.

| wanted to stop this horrible thing. | want to end this dog
fighting and other animal fighting in our nation. Stop animal
abuse!!!

Dog fighting is a disgusting, that poor dog doesnt want to go
through the cruel training and suffering it has to go through
then to have to fight another dog is barbaric and cruel Please
stop this now,,

The punishment must fit the crime and BSL must be repealed!

A lot of people think its just a dog but that dog has feelings just
like anything else. If you do the crime you should do some time.
Stop this nasty inexcusable pass time. Dogs do not deserve to
suffer for others pastime.

Compassion? how would humans like to be torn apart?
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Federal judges need to get acquainted with the horrific crime of
dog fighting...the pain and suffering these animals must endure
at the hands of these criminals. What kind of a person gets
pleasure from another humans pain/suffering or the pain and
suffering of an animal? Human beings are the most destructive,
evil species on the planet. It is the human that is responsible for
the undeserved reputation of specific dog breeds (ie Pitbull)
because of the blood sport of dog fighting! It is a criminal
offense that needs tougher, stronger laws involving tougher
sentencing that criminals can count on being enforced in our
legal/judicial systems. We need to be able to count on law
enforcement officers and our judges to nail these people.

Our animals deserve better. Criminals deserve worse. Get
Tough On DogFighting.

Any person that purposely terrorizes, kills or seriously injures
an innocent animal for fun and entertainment is a sick, warped
individual. Prison time of AT LEAST 5 years is absolutely
necessary. Further branding & reporting similar to that of a
child abuser/pediphile should be attached to them for life as
well.

This is cruel and not native to the USA that considers dogs
"Man's Best Friends". This is from another culture and it is
sickening that people profit from suffering of sensitive feeling
creatures. People's pets are stolen to be bait to train these
dogs, they are heartbroken. Every single decent citizen abhors
this and implores the commissioners to act ASAP and bring an
end to dog fighting once and for all.,. UNFORGIVABLE CRIME.

Get this stopped!Tough sentencing!!



Wendy
eileen

Nancy

Kim
Lalena

Chelsea

Helen
Alyssa

Sharon

Hilda

Rebecca
Gail

Janet

Bloniasz
tarquinio

Rodriguez

Kariofillis
Butler

Marton

cline
Hughart

Rentz

Chalgujian

Bruce

Norell
Crabb

MA
VA
NJ

PA
CA
MO

NC
Wi
SD

CA

GA

CA
GA

I'am an animal lover at heart and | have work at an animal
shelter currently. | see all the pain and suffering that dogs and
cats endure by being used as bait or fighting dogs. The people
that hurt, maim, kill, destroy an animal should be given a max
of 20 years in prison. Nothing will ever bring back all the
animals that have died, but JUSTICE has to be fought for those
poor innocent animals. | will be their voice!! And | truly HOPE
that you will take a much closer look at what these demons do
to animals. Puppy Doe, should have lived!!! Animals are
wonderful creatures and they certainly DO NOT deserve to be
treated like a game piece or a punching bag. MAKE THE PEOPLE
PAY FOR THEIR ACTIONS!!!

Please! Pass a strict law against animal abuse. Signed
I think it should be the maximum sentence tor animal cruelty

because it's the ones that start with animals and then it leads
to other human beings! For example: the ones who go into
public places and start shooting at random people, | am sure
they did something to harm an animal first. Thank you for
listening and realize animals are living beings too with feelings
like all of us.

Get tough!!

No less then 25 yrs. get them off the streets, dogs need to have
some one to protect them inhumanity to make them fight !!!

End Dog Fighting!! Get Tough

It is unacceptable to allow such a horrible thing to happen to
our animals, especially dogs, in this day and age, in this country.
It must stop NOW!

Please consider this amendment! Animals have feelings too.
They love unconditionally and hurt when abused just like
people do. The ones that do this to these beautiful animals do
need to get the maximum sentence. What's right is right......and
what's wrong, is definitely wrong!

Let's get tough and finally stop this horrific abuse!
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Punishment needs to be changed for dog fighting. Not only is
cruelty to animals involved , but also drugs, illegal guns, and
other criminal behavior. Without stiffer penalties, why would
they stop? There's too much money involved to stop them,
unless they receive punishments that are long prison sentences
that keep them from committing this barbaric crime again!
Dogs know compassion and love as much as we do. Even more.

Please educate those who don't know about it.
These criminals should get harsher punishments. They are

killing and torturing animals for their pleasure and for money.
Go get a real job! Animals don't have a voice or a choice. They
should also be fined for vet care and rehabilitation fees. We all
want equality as human beings, we should do the same for
animals!

Punishment needs to be changed for dog fighting. Not only is
cruelty to animals involved , but also drugs, illegal guns, and
other criminal behavior. Without stiffer penalties, why would
they stop? There's too much money involved to stop them,
unless they receive punishments that are long prison sentences
that keep them from committing this barbaric crime again!

| do believe that the punishment should fit the crime.
This is a crime, it should be severely punished so they don't
want to do it again. Get tough please.

I think this gross oversight is a poor reflection on us as a people.
The way we treat people AND animals weaker than ourselves is
a reflection on us not just as a culture and society; but as a
whole species.| would like history to see us as a society that
made a conscious decision to be a better part of the whole.

Please update the guidelines! Many in rescue see the horrible
effects of this awful crime. It also costs lots of money to help
these innocent animals and with light sentences these people
will just get out and do it again!!! Please help end this!!!

So much of the world looks to America to set good example .
Dog fighting is barbaric cruel benifits no one and is usually run
by thugs ,criminals . How can a world leader possible support
dog fighting. You must set jail sentences to match the crime
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We are in the 21st century. It is appalling that this cruelty is
allowed to flourish. You must enact stiffer sentencing guidelines
so that these crimes are sentenced appropriately. Without that,
these atrocities will continue. | know there MUST be many dog

lovers among you. Show it.
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6 months that is wrong .they are Destroying dogs that are
Healthy they are using dogs as bait and they just don't care
about the dogs they are in it for Money they don't care if the
dog wins or loss .to them it is a game and to me it is not the law
needs to be Tough on this crimes that they commit don't let
them get a way with it .6 months is just a Laugh to them
because they will do 6 months come out and do it a gain .what
is wrong with the law don't they have fillings for dogs do they
see them as making money because if they do they are just as
bad .you need to be Get tough

It's horrible to see disturbing pictures of the abuse of animals.
They feel and they love. They have cancer, heart failure, broken
bones, etc. as a human does. They fight in our wars, save
people and protect their owners. It's truly painful to know that
the life of an animal can mean so little to people who are
hateful, and need mental help on every levels. Help the four
legged animals "our love ones, who we call family".

People that abuse animals will move on to hurting people. All
the evidence supports this. Please do what's right, protect
those without a voice, and maybe you'll be protecting those
with a voice.

This is one of the most cruel tortures that can be done to an
animal. To turn something full of love and kindness into a
killer...not to mention by baiting that animal with defenseless
animals, is horrifying. Anyone who gets pleasure out of this is
mentally compromised and needs intervention. help these
animals and future victims of these evil "people".

Shame on anyone who has the opportunity to abolish this
atrocitiy yet does nothing. Michael Vick is a disgrace and so are
we for allowing him back in the NFL. What are we saying to our
children?? Use your vote to do the right thing. Make these
afflictions on society pay the fair price!!

GET TOUGH NOW
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It is important that people be charged to the fullest extent
when they take away a dogs quality of life. These dogs deserve
better & if this amendment deters one person it will be worth
it. Please help the ones that can't help themselves & people are
using for their own benefit. Thank you.

I have 3 PitBulls that are all sweet and loving dogs, but because
of people who fight dogs there are people who afraid of all
feeling that they are mean. The people who fight dogs are
horrible in my opinion and should punished more severely than
what they are at this time.

Laws are not tough enough

Dog fighting is sadistic and cruel. People often blame the dog
for being mean, when they have been taught by violent people.
Please pass the severest of jail time for the ones who train dogs
to fight and who are essentially killing dogs for their own profit.
Thank you for your immediate attention.

Please increase sentencing for this barbaric, cruel crime. This
perpetuates horrible behavior that should not be tolerated.
Respectfully, Lisa Randall

... it funds more crime too.... and results in more dead cops!
Time to make the punishment fit the crime. Place value on
animals lives. They are not just possessions.

Please pass a law that makes dog fighting against the law.
anybody who fights dogs should be sentenced to the fullest
extent of the law. These poor babies were not born to fight and
kill each other, but the ignorant people who train them to be
should be punished and a STOP put to the dog fighting...

These poor dogs didn't ask for this type of life. They are bought
and sold into that world It's a form of slavery. | also think
people who sale these dogs for the purpose of dog fighting
should be held responsible also.

This is so horrific to see any dog have to fight for his life and

suffer so greatly. Can you just imagine being bitten to death??
Imagine the pain these dogs endure! They deserve love,
warmth, attention, food, a caring owner who will love them.
These are low-life monsters who run these fights. Give them 25

Really you should get extreme !! Hard time and lengthy
sentences coupled with high fines erectus only remedy...short
of death sentences

Lets put an end to Dog Fighting and animal abuse
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We have to stop this, it is so cruel. | don't understand how
anyone could watch such a thing and claim a sport. Please
punish these people to the fullest, maybe they will think twice.

Animals teel love, they bleed and teel as we do! | hey protect us
and are there when we are sick. They pick up on our emotions.
They have no voice and we are gonna be there to help them. If |
could be an animal vigilante dog abuse would be no more!!!!
We need more vigilantes that have the power and authority to
go in and stop the fights take the dogs and give him a better
homes with love. Then give the abusers a taste of what they did
to the poor innocent animals!!!!

The laws need to be harder on the people who use an innocent
dog to m as je money at the expense of a dog's life Dogs lives
matter. Please put these people away for 5 to 10 years. Drive

this law the dogs have no choice but YOU do.
| put comments in here. Well here goes again. Please be the

voice of the dogs that are forced to fight. All for money. These
dogs are born with tails. and wanting only to be loved. They get
the opposite. Still will forgive of you let them. The laws need to
be harder 5 to 10 years isn't enough but it is a start. Please
change the law.

Dogfighting it's the most HORRIFIC, CRUEL, PAINFUL way to
ABUSE and KILL INNOCENT ANIMALS ! HELP !!

Dogfighting it's the most HORRIFIC, CRUEL, PAINFUL way to
ABUSE and KILL INNOCENT ANIMALS !!! HELP !!

This horrible thing isn't going to stop until we enact stiffer
penalties. Those poor dogs suffer terribly. Especially the ones
they call bait dogs. It is heartbreaking the way these innocent
animals are abused.
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?The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged
by the way its animals are treated.? Dog fighting can not be
tolerated. It must be stopped! All involved should be
prosecuted and the sentences should be long enough to DETER

this atrocity.
This crime sickens me. The lowlifes who do this to the animals

will not be deterred by the low sentences that they can, and
most of the time, do receive. Please amend the guidelines for
animal fighting, to reflect the atrocities that are being done to
animals, and also to help deter others from committing this
heinous crime. Thank you.

It so appalling that people arrested for dogfighting aren't
getting tougher sentences. It's a slap on the wrist for them and
they'll just get out and do it all over again, and learn to not to
get caught.

Please make stiffer penalties for dog fighting

Dog fighting is the most horrible and violent act perpetrated by
sadistic and sick humans. This crime needs to fit extreme
punishment. Please support this campaign.

Please do the humane thing and help to end dog fighting by
making it a felony punishable by long-term incarceration.

Please stop the good old boys network from turning the other
way when they hear about dog fighting rings. Please stop these
rings and punish the abusers severely It is a cinch they have
punished many dogs to death.

Please get tough on dog fighting. Someone needs to be a voice
for the voiceless and helpless.

Please! This horrible ordeal needs to stop from bait dogs to
vicious dog fighting!! Please have stricter penalties!

In Memphis there is a thing called trunking where they put two
dogs in a trunk of a car and turn their radio up to make them
fight till one of them is dead. Our sorry mayor will not do
anything about it. | wish the laws would be more years or even
death in my book.

The consequences for every human associated with dog
fighting MUST be more severe in order to deter and stop this
heinous activity. Dog fighting leads to crimes against people
also so we MUST get TOUGH!
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dog fighting Is disgusting and cruel needs to be stopped!
This is a horrible "sport" these need to be shut down and the
people who do this jailed!

I think they should get max jail time or treat them the same
way they treated the dogs to show how it feels. | have a pitt
bull and he is my life. He is my baby.

Dog fighting is cruel and heinous and should NOT be tolerated.
Society MUST IMPOSE STRICT PUNISHMENT for those involved
in this deplorable activity, carried on by psychotic individuals!!!!

This is the most barbaric, inhumane sport, please make
sentencing at least 5-10 years 1st offense mandatory!

Please don't let these dogs down. They are God's creatures.
They feel and love. This is cruelty in its highest form. Please GET
TOUGH. These criminals should be put away for 25 years to life
for this!

Special thanks to the us sentencing commission for getting
tough on dog fighting by making stronger animal fighting
sentences a priority.

As human beings we have a moral obligation to keep safe all
those that can't speak for themselves. It's TIME to increase the
punishment for these cruelties. Please, please, please don't just
consider, but ensure, that the maximum penalty for dog
fighting is enacted.

Those who choose to dog fight are ruining the reputation of the
breed. The penalties should be the same as if it were hurting
and/or killing a person.

Please consider this amendment!

The current penalty for dog fighting is insufficient to deter
further dog fighting when they are freed from jail. We must
execute the harshest sentence so that these dog fighters get
the punishment they deserve!

No dog should be a victim, bait, or "member" the owner of the
dog should be on death row just like they watch the other
dogs!
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Agreed and laws need to change its cruel and if we start doing
longer prison time maybe it will not be so bad. My opinion 5
years is to short for dog fighting they should also be charged

it takes to help.
Dog fighting Is a disgusting abomination which has been

allowed to go on far, far to long because of lax laws and poor
enforcement in some areas. The people who control this 'sport'
are usually engaged in illegal gambling, drugs and other crimes.
In my opinion, shared by many, the sentences are ridiculously
short and should be increased to 5 years to 25 years for repeat
offenders. Please consider stiffer penalties and high fines for
this repulsive crime.

They're not just animals, they deserve to live a normal life being
someone's pet, protector or aid.

We have a duty to care for all that inhabit the earth, we are
guardians for all animals and must protect them for they are at
our mercy and have no voice. Please stand up and put an end
to this horrific crime.

please something has to get done about this cruelty. Think of it
as a crime against children after all we do think of our pets this
email way,they are part of our family

Abuse on animals in s Barbaric. No conscience and abuse on
people. Violent anger issues and sadistic hatred

Those who engage in this type of activity are sick, vile creatures -
people. To cause injury, death, pain and suffering of any other
living being for sport is the worst crime possible. It should dealt
with as such. We need to rid the earth of all this of activity and
stop these MONSTERS everywhere!

Dog fighting is animal abuse in the cruelest form.

This is a horrific crime on innocent and helpless animals. These
criminals do not stop at the horrors perpetrated on dogs they
breed to be used as bait(think about that word) , they also steal
family pets, get them from on line "free to good home" ads,
etc. it is also a fact that a large percentage are also involved in
drug trafficking . Bottom line, it is a horrific crime and should be
taken very seriously with very serious consequences. Long
prison terms and all property seized and the proceeds used to
help the four legged victims of this evil.

| urge you to get absolutely tough on dog fighting by making
stronger sentences for animal fighting a priority.
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dog fighting is a heinous, heartless activity. the guilty ones are
not just the ones that actually have the dog fights, but also the
ones who watch and bet on which poor dog will be killed, the
ones who go around getting dogs from shelters or from peoples
yards to sell to the dog fighters to be used for bait dogs and the
people who let them get off with very minor sentences. if you
don't stop the crime then you are just as responsible for the
senseless brutality and torture than is cast on these poor dogs.
please have the courage and conviction to stand up for what is
right by imposing harsher sentences on the guilty ones.

Please, please get tough on dog fighting. These poor animals
suffer tremendously when forced to fight and the bate dogs
suffer even more. Please consider and amendment to the
animal fighting guidelines. We are caretakers for all the animals
of the earth and we all should support this very important
amendment.

Dog fighting must end and cannot be tolerated. Harsh penalties
must be put in place to punish the mentally sub-standard
individuals who participate in this evil activity. Without
consequences this will never end. Dogs must be protected from
horrific suffering and abuse. NO EXCUSE!!!

I also think police k9 handlers who abuse their dogs should
have to pay the department back for cost of dog and all training
and be fired and not allowed to own any dogs

IT IS PAST TIME TO GET TOUGH ON DOG FIGHTERS....THEY
SHOULD RECEIVE THE A MINIMUM OF 10 YEARS!!!! Six months!
That is not something that will deter them...and they should
NEVER be allowed to own another creature!!!

The horrible subhumans that participate and dog fighting
should be locked up for a very long time and | don't mean 6
months | mean 25 years at least. Michael Vick is now known for
dog fighting not football. he deserves to rot in hell!

THERE MUST BE A STIFFER SENTENCE ON DOG FIGHTERS &
ABUSERS!! NO ONE IS GOING TO LEARN UNTIL SOMETHING
SERIOUS HAPPENS THESE DOGS ARE LIVING BREATHING
ANIMALS THAT NEED US TO SAVE THEM!! ACT NOW

Enforce strong laws on anyone dog fighting! Such a horrible act
of making money off dogs or any other kind of animals by
fighting to death!
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IT you belive In GOd and the Bible then stop the apbuse! God
used an Angel in the verse below to speak - Numbers 22:32 And
the angel of the Lord said to him, ?Why have you struck your
donkey these three times? Behold, | have come out to oppose
you because your way is perverse before me.
per_versep?r?v?rs-adjective: (of a person or their actions)
showing a deliberate and obstinate desire to behave in a way
that is unreasonable or unacceptable, often in spite of the
consequences.

Please consider this amendment as a federal crime, and make
the guide lines much stricter. | think if people were facing up to
25 years in prison, it might defer them some. Thank You

Respect and compassion for innocent lives is what im asking for
(

enough is enough show these so called humans its not going to
be taken lightly anymore and lets get it to a stop

No animal should be subjected to this type of cruelty. The
offenders need a punishment that is tough enough and Is
Enforced to curtail this type of activity. Make it a felony
punishable by jail time!

No sentient being should be used as bait, or have to fight
another of its kind for the warped pleasure of man.

| agree.
Get tough on dog fighting! There is no excuse for this in
America.

Please we need stronger laws against dog fighting or animal
cruelty period. How dare these people put these animals
through such pain and horrible death and we slap their wrist
for it....Please, please help these defenseless animals

Please consider an amendment to the animal dog fighting.
Please update cycle to maximum to 5 years for offenses.
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People who abuse or miss treat animals in any way shape or
form weather it is a dog fighting neglect and or abuse should be
treated as major crime and sentence to the max. No different
than if it was a person

Please put a stop to dog fighting!

Animal cruelty and dog tighting are punishable crimes in this
country and rightly so. In a society where its citizens can abuse
and injure creatures who are part of the daily lives of its citizens
but have no voice to protect themselves, this act speaks
volumes about the monsterous society that we have really
created and continue to perpetuate. These acts of violence
should have consequences of enough standing to prevent the
actions.

turn because my poor babies was took while | wasn't at home
and then they was done so wrongly by the two whom
committed the crimes against them they loaded them all up
into kennels and then took off their collars so they wouldn't be
traced back to me or my husband they done all this without
mine or my husband knowledge late that November night on
the 13,14 yes it went to court in my county and they both got
off just because they said me or my husband wasn't at home
when they took our dogs and puppies and loaded them up into
her grandpas van then took a threw them out the moving van
window without stopping two by two and then my outside dog
they pushed out the side door of the van without even stopping
and all my dogs was killed and the courts and animal control let
them off and they had more nine accounts on them and no
justice wasn't severed for my dogs in Cleveland county nc and |
want justice for my dogs because | was a breeder of my little
dogs and most of them sold before the people could come pick
them up this happened and then her grandpa Steve Swink killed
animals and buried them on his own land he done this way over
two years and it could because the dogs came on his land or he
thought they was going to hurt his dogs so he shot them and
done away with them on his own land even reported this to
animal control and they done nothing just like Dale grant killing
my Chihuahua diamond he killed her the night of the nov. 13,14
and | reported that and see it with my own eyes before | left
from that home that night but nothing was done with him why
isn't the laws in Cleveland county nc so easy to get off with this
because they was my furry buddies that keep me company
because I'm a dying Chiarian with a rare brain disease that
helped me managed and keep me company a lot because me
disabled due my disease well now they are died and can't be
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Please do everything in your power to deter the perpetrators of
this horrific crime of dog fighting. Dogs ripping each other
apart,i got physically sick after watching them scream and cry
while being ripped to shreds from the stronger dog. Make the
penalty harsh so to deter these subhumans from thinking about
doing this again. Thank You

Eye for an Eye! Disgusting making an innocent animal fight for
his/her life! Make the human fight for their life! Humans are
disgusting and shameful! Stop this and let these innocent souls
know we humans are there for them and will defend and love
them. This needs to stop ASAP!

Deliver sentences that are long enough to send the message
that we will not tolerate blood sports.

Dogs deserve love and care and a safe home, not having to
fight, together we can end this

Love animals, always have.

#GetTough
Wishing you luck on this very important issue
| just rescued 2 bait dogs.

let the stupid people fight, not innocent animals

It's absolutely wrong to force violence on innocent animals

| support this movement, my dog is a rescue pup and she has
scars from (most likely) fighting or some other type of
mistreatment. | want to help spread the word about this
organization and fight the people who are cruel to these
animals. Thank you!!!
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often using the pit bull dog. There is nothing more disgusting
and sad than to hearing this or seeing it on the news
"EVERYDAY".I'm not sure if officials are even trying to put an
end to such illegal acts because | see it on the news every night
but we have to "all" work together to stop these illegal dog
fights. These poor dogs that are used for such pleasures are
treated so poorly, giving them the bad reputation they have
achieved. Save these precious creatures that are taught and
encouraged to fight for money and pleasure when they really
deserve to be loved, cuddled and bond in true companionship.
We need more petitions to sign & give to goverment so every
effort soe we can make everyone spread the awareness and
generate more support against this horrendous act. These
people who are doing this needs to go to jail for LIFE and be
treated the same way. STOP THE ANIMAL

This needs to happen now

This needs to happen now

IT'S TIME THESE CRIMINALS PAID THE "REAL" PRICE FOR THEIR
HORRIFIC ACTIONS !l LET'S PUT A STOP TO THIS ONCE AND FOR
ALL ! "GET TOUGH !'"

Please consider matching the punishment with the crime... We
are the voice for animals!!'

Thank you for fighting for animal rights.
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We need to put an end animal cruelty and abuse through dog
and animal fighting. | believe it needs to start with harsher laws
and penalties surrounding dog and animal fighting. | also
believe, criminals that run and/or participate in such disgusting
acts of animal cruelty are also involved in other illegal activities.
This needs to stop. This is unjust. Trying to give a voice to the
voiceless, the abused and pure of heart.

they should be jailed

It's 2015, | think it's time we stop treating animals like objects.
Their lives and well being matter just as much as ours. And
you'll find that, though silent, many many many people think
this way. It's time to wake up. Do something right.

I have four dogs, NOT Pit bulls. the oldest was used as a bait
dog, she is now 16years old. and the other three were rescued
from a dog fighting club, they hadn't been in the 'ring' yet, they
were 3months old; when | got them. Now they are 8years old.
The oldest dog is a black lab, with German pincher in her. The
others are Boston Terriers. They are the love of my life, | love all
of them. My oldest HAD been attacked an had been in the 'ring'
a few times, she has scars on her stomach, on her shoulders
and she is missing teeth. But she is a happy old mutt now. :)

We have Dog fights here underground and its awful! we need

to put a stop to it NOW ! Thank you for working towards this
INIS IS an atroclous Crime tat many Americans Teet Is

intolerable in our supposedly civil country. Further, itis a
known fact (at least by therapists like myself who treat abused
women and children) that there is a very strong correlation
between animal abuse and abuse of women and children. We
need to send a strong message that abuse of innocent pets and
animals with no voice will not be tolerated, any more than
abuse of our women and children. By punishing these crimes
more severely, we send a clear message. Thank you for your
consideration.

We need to stop dog fighting and give them all to me. | will love
them all.
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Ihese crimes should have the same sentences tor that ot any
murder, assault, and torture. This is sick and these people know
that what they are doing is wrong yet they do it anyway
becauae they k ow they can get away with it because our
systems is too lenient on them. Consider if it were your pet, or
family member and please make these people pay for their
selfish and cruel treatment of living beings.

Pat Coryell

yes please do..anyone that hurts an animal or forces one to
fight is wrong..put them in jail.

What they do to these poor innocent animals is absolutely
heartbreaking. They deserve to pay for the evil crimes they
have committed. These animals deserve justice.

If you need money get a job don't force animals to fight!!

Animal cruelty in any form is bad enough, but- when done for
profit- reaches new levels of depravity. Please help give these
abusers the legal sentence they deserve for these evil acts
against truly innocent animals...

We really need a stop to dog fighting, it has become such a
serious issue.

People who train innocent dogs to fight each other to the death
should get far more than a slap on the wrist!!!!

i've worked in north philadelphia and for years i witness gang
types using other dogs a bait dogs and allowed their fight dog
to attack the bait dog, its horrible and out of control. the laws
need not only to be tougher but enforced

Great work! We need to stop dog fighting for good!

These are God's creatures and also need to be protected like
any other living beings, more so because they do not have a
"voice"; like children we need to protect them. We need stiffer
penalties to deter more people from even considering this
horrific pastime.
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It saddens me that the individuals that commit these crimes are
not punished more severely. These same individuals are most
likely apt to abuse partners also. They have no moral compass.
Animals have no voice, no vote, and yet they are often
members of our families. They should be protected and
respected for the friends and family members they are, as they
surely would protect us if someone attacks us.

Using an innocent animal for any type of attempt to gain
financially, or for your entertainment, is sadistic. By handing
down harsh sentences, most reasonable people will begin to
see their actions have consequences and they will stop. Doing
nothing send a message that this behavior is acceptable.

dog fighting makes me sick, and anyone who does it should be
tried for murder. Animals have feelings, as well as other things
that are similar to humans. Why should they get treated like
they are nothing. i hope soon something is done about animal
abuse in general. Really, people need to grow the hell up.

Make dog fighting a very punishable crime. Animals need more
protection. "You judge a nation by the way they treat the
animals"... Ghandi... | agree 100%
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they would be severely sentenced for ill treatment. Dogs are
social creatures, happy and loving. They should not be bred to
fight and harbour anger. As living things they deserve a right to
a happy, loving life, where they can thrive and be the caring,
social organisms they were put on earth to be. Short
imprisonments will definitely not stop or make a difference to
these people. As soon as they are out they'll be back dig
fighting again & ruining the lives of innocent animals. This is a
severe crime and should be given adequate punishment to
make a difference. Dog fighting, or any animal fighting is cruel
and unjust. Offenders should be prosecuted the same as one
would if human beings were treated in this manor.

These people torture and murder innocent dogs for fun and
profit and it is the cruelest form of animal abuse. Is it
disgusting, abhorrent and cannot be tolerated. They should be
sentenced as they would if they had done this to a child.

As a pitbull owner this is a very serious issue for me. | have had
people try to steal my dogs, judge my dogs and, even try to
harm them simply because of their breed.
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U.S. Sentencing Commission, get tough on dog fighting! Those
individuals and even those groups who organize, participate, or
support dog fighting in any way should be given the maximum
prison sentence of 5 years!

PLEASE raise the penalty for these perpetrated maliscious,
viscous, brutal acts of violence!!!!

Sentencing for those involved in dog fighting should be the
maximum allowed. It's abuse as in child abuse. Maximum &
equal sentencing of child abuse, 100%!

Without harsher sentences, there is nothing to deter people
who are already exposed to animal fighting to not get involved
with the horrific act themselves. For some people to serve only
a few months in prison, after putting animals through such
terrible treatment, is showing others that animal fighting and
cruelty is not a critical concern in the U.S. If deterance is not
enough to make the Commission increase the sentencing for
these criminals, | ask you then to imagine the lives of those
poor animals. Suffering every day, raised to think that the world
is a cruel place that they were put on to suffer in pain and fight
to live another day. No living thing deserve to live their life
thinking the world is such a terrible place, a place where they

are meant to live and die in pain.
Please come up with a torcetul amendment for dog tighting.

The sentence for dog fighting is not nearly strong enough or the
punishment not long enough for jail time. If you would please
read the research on dogs you would understand that dogs feel
not just body pain but emotional pain. There is so much | don't
think you know about dogs or many animals. | think this law is
as important as a person being jailed for trying to kill or killing a
person. Please think hard on this.
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AS NUMAans we nave an onligation to ao rignt by eacn owner, out
also by other animals as well. Condoning any type of violence
against animals is abysmal. Animals are no different than
humans. They are sentient beings that feel the same things
people feel. Abusing them, torturing them, killing them for the
sake of money is deplorable. And that is exactly what these dog
fighters do. Dog fighters are among the most depraved scum-
suckers on the planet. They need to be punished to the fullest
extent of the law. It's not a far leap from psychopath to serial
killer. Increase the severity of punishment against convicted
dog fighters.

Dog fighting is a deplorable act by depraved humans. Innocent
dogs are subjected to unspeakable horrors during these events.
Please, please vote to make these criminals get the strongest
punishment possible.

Please consider passing this amendment!



CASSANDRA
Monica
Brittany
Amy
Cristina
Debra
Sandra

Meg

Lyndie

Suzanne

WADE
Kelly
Adams
Grenell
Wertz
Unruh
Granade
Rider

Kelley

Driscoll

MO
MT
Wwv
PA

[\l
GA
AK

PA

NY

that people that harm animals go on to humans, including
children. Any "human" that can harm and force dogs to suffer
are monsters. These dogs are treated like objects. Dogs are not
meant for our entertainment. These dogs have emotions,
feelings and thoughts. | pray that these laws will become WAY
harsher than they are now. In my mind these crimes are just as
bad, if not worse than assaults, batteries and worse in the
human world. These animals are forced to live in poor
conditions and forced to act against their nature. Dogs are
naturally social and friendly to their species. These dogs are
being violated, beaten, electrocuted, forced to wear chains,
abused, given steroids and other enhancers, tortured and
killed. This is no life for any living creatures and these acts
should be prosecuted and seen for what they are... Brutal,
aggressive, violent and illegal acts. This is one of the cruelest
forms of abuse. These dogs are bred and raised in a horrific
manner for nothing more than amusement of sick, violent and
twisted individuals. The people are involved in underground
trades, drug activity, prostitution and gambling in the most
horrific ways. These are humans that are lacking every sense of
humanity. They have no empathy. No compassion and no soul.
These people will only go on to commit violent crimes and
participate in illegal activity. There is no place in this world for a
human that can watch another living thing suffer and live a life
of deprivation and abuse. These are the worst of the worst and
| would never trust any of these people to have children, pets
or live a productive and safe life. The community they live in
will forever be in danger. These people are not people. They
are monsters. We need to put an end to this disgusting
violence. Please save these voiceless animals and make these
sentences in the decades and the fines should be insane. We
End dog fighting now with very severe penalties minimum 10
yrs.
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As a lifelong dog owner, | don't think it's possible to have a
punishment too severe for the people who harm animals for
amusement.

This is a very serious crime. Every living animal on this earth is
important. Humans make me sick and are my least favorite
because they think they deserve everything and anything. Max
punishment for this sick disgusting crime should be at least 5
years.

| think dog tighting is one of the most disgusting crimes. All
these animals want is to be loved and taken care of. | just had
to put my 13 year old pit bull down from cancer.we rescued her
from a fighting ring and she was the ssweetest, kindest most
loving dog that's why I think we should be less lenient when a
crime involved animals they are sweet and innocent creatures
that need us to speak for them.

Dogs are living beings just like humans. They feel pain and
terror just as we do. Please stop letting animal abusers "get off
easy" for the acts of animal cruelty they have committed. As a
tax payer, | would be more than happy to have my taxes keep
animal abusers in prison.

This just makes me cry to know that people are so cruel. |
wanted to know if i could receive a sticker to show my support
for yall
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Ihese people need to have the highest punishment unless you
want to keep paying for the raids, investigations, vet bills,
fosters, food, shelter, court fees and so on...hard for us to
understand why these cruel people get a slap on the wrist, just
to do it all over again. Meanwhile, showing children this is a
way of life. Please hold them accountable for their disgusting
and sad crimes to all these poor animals. They are the ones
suffering and dieing

Animal fighting is horrible. | can't believe people are so cruel as
to make dogs viciously attack one another.

Stop animal cruelty now!!!

Dog fighting is inhumane. The penalties should be severe.
Anyone who engages in this type of activity should be punished
to the fullest extent of the law. Maximum penalties should be
mandated.

I think it is stupid that they only get 6 months. | say they should
get life or at least 6 years in prison. | say that the U.S.
Sentencing Commission needs to #GET TOUGH ON DOG
FIGHTING

This is a problem that is out of control. These people are
looking at money, not the animals. SO many end up dead, and
it's time to do something about it!

deplorable,whomever does this

This is a serious crime and needs to be treated like one.

A very awesome cause

penalties should compare to murder of a human.
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Dog fighting is evil. Be humane and save these beautiful
animals from this fate. Make the fines astronomical & jail terms
long. No early release.

Animal fighting is 1 of the worst crimes to commit, ots pure evil.
Any pet is a child especially dogs. We all should all treat are
four legged friends as though they are family. Animal cruelty
charges should be more harsh.

please stop this barbaric act its in humane.

Please help take a monumental step in our battle to end animal
cruelty by increasing the animal fighting sentencing for
criminals.

End dog fighting!

Please, please, please update the guidelines. It's so very
important.

My 2 dogs, Petey and Spanky, were rescued as newborn
puppies, with 2 other littermates and their mother from a
fighting ring in Chester, PA 8 years ago. | got them before they
were trained to hurt and they are the most lovable dogs one
could have. It's NOT the dog, it's the owner

Cruelty against animals is the worst crime a human can
committ as the animal did not choose their situation nor can

they defend themselves
North Carolina has already made cruelty to pets and other

animals a real crime, with fines and sentences that may make
people think twice about harming them. Now we need to get
dog fighters behind bars, just like the ones they keep their dogs
in. Dog fighting is no joke, and decent people won't put up with
it any longer.

Please protect gods gift !!
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A country can be judged...... as you see China is being judged
for their entire society's sadism. IMPORTANT FACT: Mirror
neurons are NECESSARY.. physically NECESSARY.. to FEEL
empathy for ANYONE or ANYTHING and as they are
HEREDITARY (as is the LACK) they are only passed on from
those who POSSESS them. Those born among us WITHOUT are
clearly identified as the abusers and sadists who cannot be
changed by environment nor by education. THEY WERE BORN
THAT WAY. As a society they are a danger to anything or
anyone unlucky enough to come under their control... be it a
child, an elderly, sick, or disabled person... or an animal. They
live next door, down the street, and THERE ARE EVEN THOSE
WHO LOBBY YOU TO MAKE LAWS IN WASHINGTON that for
whatever reason, will HURT those living beings that have no
power to speak or fight for themselves. If you are not ONE OF
THE ABOVE, it is your DUTY TO AMERICAN SOCIETY to make the
penalties for cruelty of all kinds SO egregious that those who
would act to feed their own selfish needs think twice before
they even think about allowing or inflicting suffering. URGENT
NEED: An ANIMAL ABUSER REGISTRY, as SADISM shows up at
an early age and we need to protect our innocents, two AND
four legged, who might otherwise unknowingly be exposed to
just such monsters in human form.

Dogs love and protect their family. They are not made for
fighting or even eating.

Dog fighting and it's "cousin", trunk fighting have a foot hold
throughout the country. It is pervasive and needs to be
eradicated. Long prison sentences will accomplish that - once
the CRIME DOES NOT PAY.

It's sad and horrifying that animals are being used in such a
disgusting way. Please help these beautiful creatures who only
want to be loved.

Humans, including or maybe especially the law makers and
judicial system, have failed these innocent victims for far too
long. Shame on the USA.
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Animal fighting is wrong, more needs to be done to shit it
down.

gets worst over time because the laws are lenient and do not fit
the crime or compare to the suffering these animals endure.
Some suffer long term while soft sentencing allows these
people to get out of jail, most on bond who never return, and
be able to repeat the offense. Maybe law makers should think
about if it were their pets or children for that matter because
dogs are like children in a sense and some people have dogs
because they don't have children. There should be harsh
sentencing that will make them think twice about committing
the crime as well as long term restitution for the medical bills
that pile up on shelters who step up to clean up the mess dog
fighters leave behind. A registry for animal cruelty and abuse
should be in place all over the US to prevent people from
getting animals after abusing. These animals do not want to
fight but are made to and I've seen dogs that have lost their
muzzle, eyes, limbs, teeth and more due to this fighting. As an
animal advocate,I'm appalled that law makers do not take this
matter more seriously and get tougher with laws to prevent
these actions. First offense should be equivalent to assaulting a
human since these are lives that feel pain. GET TOUGHER WITH
LAWS!

i will display mine proudly

Dog fighting is just straight down wrong.

These innocent animals do not want to fight...they do what
they are trained and expected to do by humans. It is time to
stop punishing the wrong end of the leash. All these angels
want is to be loved and they deserve to be given that love. It is
time we as a society stand up and say no more to dog fighting,
and all forms of animal abuse.

We currently do not do enough to protect animals from cruelty.
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Anyone caught fighting dogs or cockerels should be jailed for at
the very least half their lives It's about time sill sentences were
done away with animals are living breathing creatures who feel
fear, pain and man has no right to abuse them

| believe it is wrong that people who drive on a revoked license
or accidentally hits someone as a general rule receives a
harsher punishment than people who actively support the
maiming and killing of living beings for sport. These people
obviously have zero degrees of empathy and belong behind
bars.

Dog fighting is cruel and immoral. I'll never understand how
satisfaction can come from two animals killing each other. It's
sickening and needs to stop!!!!

Hi aspca Team, | am a huge fan of your products and what your
company represents. If you had some free time and were able
to send me a few of your samples, | would slap them on my
gear, car, laptop, etc. to proudly rep your brand! Hope you are
enjoying this nice time of year. | appreciate anything you can
pass my way. Thanks in advance!

Proud of her!

It's that, or put them in a pit and let the winner go free.

Please increase prison time for this terrible cruelty to these
animals.
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I'his makes no sense bmonths or less! You need to get tough on
Dog Fighting!! Punish the people not the dogs!! The people
involved in the dog fighting industry or the problem not the
poor animals that are used, beaten, killed tossed away or shot
dead when they can not bring any monetary gain!!! Get tough
just like you called yourselves getting tough on drugs!! even
though that proved to be false and misleading, here is your
chance for redemption!!!

I rescued my pit from being a bait dog when we got her she has
half of her lip and ear missing and 3 baby teeth where gone
already. Now she is healed and a happy little puppy.

I think all types of animal fighting should have a consequence,
its not right and it's very sad to see. | LOVE dogs, cats birds and
all kids of animals they all deserve a life just like the rest of us

so GET TOUGH!! <3
I Nave TWO great pIt bull MIXes ana tney are wonaerrui aogs,

due to these terrible people out there that fight these dogs for
sport my dogs are put in that questionable area of are they
safe. They are because we love them, they are our furry
children and raised them as such. They would never harm
people because we raised them that way, unless licking and
cuddling are a problem. Please do something about these light
sentences that these people are getting for ruining so many
innocents lives, those of human nature and furry ones too, too
much has happen to this breed, stop the insanity!

I have a boxer and he's my world | hate seeing on tv dog fights
its to cruel and needs to be stopped! | support for dog fights to
be stopped!

I have fought very hard over the years to educate people about
this horrible act of cruelty. This crime should be punishable to
the fullest. | have sent several screenshots from dog fighting
pages off of Instagram and sent them via PM through Facebook
to the Anti Dog Fighting Campaign with reply. | hope and pray
that someday this horrible act stops and people understand
this beautiful animal deserves better. Thank you to everyone
that cares enough about this breed to help stop this.

Thankyou it is a shame
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i hope that one day the dog fighting will end!
rlease unaerstand that people wno are cruel 1o animals

inevitably are also cruel to people. Your worst criminals begin
here. There is a definite link to cruelty to animals and future
violent criminal behavior. Consider what drives these cold-
hearted, evil people, and their punishment should reflect their
awful crimes. Currently, you could get in more trouble for
having a snack bag full of marijuana than you would for
torturing and killing animals. There is something VERY wrong
with that. Please help.

Dog fighting and animal fighting in general is an abomination
upon this planet....

Should put the handlers in the ring with the dogs, perhaps then
they might get it!!!

These dogs are pushed to fight by the owners. They are starved
and mistreated so they will be aggressive when they could have
been someone's pet. We will never end animal abuse if we
don't "up the bar" on punishment for these types of crimes. I'm
disgusted when | see someone get fines or a small jail sentence,
it tells people it's okay to do this as long as it's only an animal.
What kind of justice is that....None at all! These are violent
people committing violent acts against a helpless animal. If you
are unaware of the consequences for the dogs that are used to
fight, not to mention the bait dogs, please look up dog fighting
on the internet and educate yourself on the whole picture. Try
the PETA website. Thank you.

Dog fighting is the scourge of society!

Please stop dog fighting by imposing harsh punishment to the
ones who organize and bet on them. Please make a world a
safer place for animals. Thank you
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Why do people treat animals like they have no purpose. In life ,
animals are just as valuable. As humans

id like one please ,thanks for helping ti make our world a better
place for us and our animals !

Anyone who can abuse an animal is actually a coward. They are
heartless and have emotional problems. There are really no
words to express what they are doing or have done. When you
think about the loyalty of an animal and how they help people
heal when they are sick mentally or physically. It is very sad that
these abusers have not known the love of an animal for their
human companion.

Frankly | feel it should be a MINIMUM of five years and never to
have animals of any kind for the rest of their lives. Once one
putban animal through that or any kind of abuse, it's just easier
the second time. Violence against animals also makes violence
against humans easier to perform.

Dogs are the best!

This is completely unacceptable . Opponents should go to jail
for substantial time .

Dog fighting is discusting and | support anyone aginst it.

I am a pit mother of 2 blues. Anything | can do to prevent dog
fighting, | will do.

No excuses. Tougher penalties. Period make them KNOW IT IS
NOT WORTH IT TO HURT!

No animal should endure any form of abuse or neglect of any
kind throughout their life time
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This issue is very dear to many animal lovers heart. It is cruel to
submit a dog or any animal to fight and be physically disfigured
or emotionally distressed and in worst case scenarios lose their
life because of selfishness and greed due to dog fighting please
hear our plea to raise the sentencing on these individuals who
decide to break the law in a cruel manner.

Please make a stand with this amendment and show that this
type of behavior is not only inhumane it is unacceptable.

thanks for the sample

The sentence should fit the crime,those poor dog's should have
the chance to be a lovable pet to a wonderful family. If these
men choose to make these dog fight to the death they should
be punished to the max. | don't feel that 5 years is not enough
but if it has been the law since 2008 don't you think it is time to
enforce this law!!!!

keep up the good work folks!

Please consider that your decision in this matter will have an
extremely important impact in reducing animal cruelty crimes.

yes
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crime sickens me and my family. If there is no way to mandate
they serve their ENTIRE 5 years (or whatever length is
imposed)without any possibility of early parole, | very much be
in favor of mandating that AT MINIMUM any person convicted
of such barbarous behavior MUST serve at minimum 80% of
their time without ANY possibility of parole. Period. If | could
double their sentence to 10 years, | would in a heartbeat. What
kind of person does these kinds of things? If they'll do it to an
animal, | suspect there's a greater probability they'll do it to
their children, so such investigations should automatically
trigger Child Services' involvement in such cases. THERE IS NO
EXCUSE FOR PARTICIPATING IN THESE HORENDOUS ACTS
PERPETRATED UPON INOCENT ANIMALS. They need to be put
away - for a very long time - and not to any "country club"
prison either.

The penalty needs to fit the horrible crime period!!

They do not have a voice, be their voice. | assume most of you
have dogs.. could you bare your own pet going through this?

Dear Commissioners, | am writing to ask that guidelines for
animal abuse/animal fighting (of any kind) have stronger
sentences for the criminals behind these heinous acts of
torture. The sentences need to be more harsh that a 6 month
sentence of probation. These criminals do not learn from
probation. They laugh at that. While we are asking that these
sentences be harsher, we also ask that we take animals from
being personal property to being living, breathing mammals
that these crimes are committed against.

As an dog shelter kennel attendant you see things as a result ot
this cruel event that stick with you for years; the stuff of
nightmares. Where dogs can not say no or they're beaten or
killed, it's our place as responsible individuals to make sure any
person is deterred from this monstrous occupation. Thank you
for the time and efforts you will take with this. Please know it is
appreciated beyond words!
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What could be worse than torturing a defenseless and voiceless
animal to make a buck. Please make this stop.

never endure this Brutal,Evil, Selfishness,Blood Sport is what
this has become.All over the world these Animals have endured
this evilness torture. Whether it is Bait or Fighting dogs.No
animal should never go through what they do. All animals
deserve a fighting chance to rehabilitate and have
unconditional love in their life.l believe this violent act and
torture that is placed on these animals.That the Laws of of
violence deserves the highest punishment on can get.No
person should never be be let go lightly . What if it was your
dog or dogs they stole from your backyard while you and family
was away at a store or where ever your family may be . And
that animal was/is your child's pet ? What would you do then
how would you tell your child that your pet was/is stolen ? How
you would explain this to your family . What is Your family
member was/ is part of that dog fighting ring and operation
how would you feel about that . Would you let them slide
because their family ? I think not ! If you do your just as guilty
as the next observer that had a hand in dog fighting. How
would you explain this to your children and Grand children ?
How would it make you feel that you did something to prevent
this from happening again and over and over? WE DEMAND
THE MAX PUNISHMENT EVER LAID ON THIS CRUEL EVIL ACT OF
TORTURE ! JUST REMEMBER IT COULD BE YOUR FAMILY PET
AND FAMILY MEMBERS INVOLED !Thank you for you time and
consideration Sincerely Mercedes Frank | AM MAJORITY |
STAND UP WHAT IN WHAT | AM FIGHTING FOR NO MORE DOG
FIGHTING AND | SUPPORT ALL ANIMALS | AM THEIR VOICE ONE
OF MANY !

Ihese beautitul Innocent animals should not have to have a
brutal life. They don't get a chance to 'live’ because their made
to survive for their life's. How would these ignorant
"MONSTERS" (they don't deserve to be called human) like being
put in a pit to fight for their life's. All these animals want is to
love. My dog was the first to show me true unconditional love.
Please make these MONSTERS pay for what they are doing to
these helpless loving animal.

No animal deserves to be exposed to fighting, because people
are cruel and like to entertain themselves. There needs to be
more punishment for this horrible act. Children and people
have a choice to fight, animals don't. This is ridiculous.
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They (animals) can't talk, we are the one who can think and talk
and know what is right and what is wrong, please do something

but I am not, try to help animals when | see lost, hungry o hurts
but you have more power to do it, please do it!! Thanks
Graciela Pacheco

We need stronger laws to be enforced for such inhumane and
cruel tactics in regards to dog fighting.

Thank you for considering and hearing this important issue.
Please consider amending and putting into place harsher
penalties for those who not only fight these poor animals, but
also those who watch and participate in this horrendous
activity in any manner.

Animal fighting is horrendous. The poor things are brutalized,
injured while fighting and apparently not cared for when
they're in between 'matches'. No animal should be forced to
fight another animal(s), especially for someone to make money
from this so called 'sport'. It is NOT a sport, nor is it very
sporting. The perpetrators should be sentenced to the max,
plus fined heavily, with the monies going to animal charities.
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE, update the guidelines. Dog fighting is
such a horrific crime, the poor animals have to suffer way to
much and is so downright Cruel. Thank you, Sharon Stanley

As long as those who commit the crimes of animal fighting and
abuse get very little (if any) punishment things will not change.
People involved in animal fighting generally are commiting
other crimes and they should be severely punished!!

dog fighting is so cruel, this must stop

Please make it a capital crime for animal cruelty! Better police
response and making sure we make a sample of those who
commit these horrible crimes on animals! Children and animals
can't fend for themselves, therefore our laws should!

This is a most important step in doing what is right. The
punishments for animal crime are very much below what they
should be. Please update animal fighting guidelines. Thank you.
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Please help stop the cruelty of these animals. It's not a sport,
(cock fights included) it's just plain devious and sick. Put these
horrible people behind bars!

This is sickening and cruel torture for any animal! It has to stop
!

This is so inhuman to allow this horrific treatment to these
precious animals and then give them barely a slap on the
hand!!!

Animals want to live as much as we do! But cannot speak and
tell you this. Please help them!

We, as a society, must stand up with loud voices for these
innocent dogs who only wish to love humans unconditionally.
The people who maliciously use these brutalized and abused
dogs for economic gain, must be punished to the fullest extent
of the law, and the law must be much harsher! Make it clear
that this type of horrific behavior will not be tolerated. The
suffering these dogs endure, from their birth to their death, is
unimaginable. The conditions in which they are forced to live,
i.e., lack of care, lack of food, lack of water, lack of shelter from
the freezing winter or from the searing heat of the long days of
summer - is inexcusable. This does not even begin to address
the complete and utter lack of human kindness these dogs will
never know. My heart aches when | see or read of these poor
suffering dogs. Why are people so ignorant and cruel? Dogs
deserve better humans.

Please, take these brutal people out of society with the first
offense. This simply cannot be allowed to continue. Maximum
prison sentences with each arrest will (hopefully) bring this
violent blood sort to an end!
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| believe the evidence strongly suggests that people who abuse
animals will go on to abuse other vulnerable human beings -
children and elderly. This is our chance to reduce suffering.
Not e tough is done to punish these disgusting individuals-we
must be the advocates for the wonderful animals being treated
so grotesquely. We must keep these horrible peep in jail and
make them pay for their crimes.

I am too much a lady to use the nasty words | feel for people
who cause pain to any animal for monetary gain.

Please make it a felony and mandatory six month minimum jail
time on your first conviction

Making these animals fight is a terrible crime. It is utter cruelty,
and | believe anyone who can do this to an animal will have no
qualms about hurting people as well.

Humans are barbaric... having God's creatures fight to make the
human money.

Harsh,strict penalties that are enforced will help deter and
hopefully end this barbaric abuse to innocent animals. These
abusers get slaps in the wrist which is a joke! Animals' lives
matter!

Animal fighting is such a horrific crime. We can do better, much
better than this. If the people who perpetuate this crime do not
have strong sentences, they have no reason to stop, as it is
obvious they have no moral compass.

This is beyond horrible! PLEASE help protect the innocent
animals forced to fight, or used as bait dogs. Thank you.

As you know, animal cruelty and abuse often leads to other
crimes - rape, murder, drug trafficing, etc. Allowing judges to
impose more harsher sentences for dog fighting helps battle
crime in many other areas. From a moral standpoint, it's just
wrong to abuse and exploit innocent animals through dog
fighting. These animals didn't ask to be put in that situation and
the perpetrators need to be dealt with very harshly.
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This barbaric treatment of animals and the criminal element
involved must stop. Serious consequences will help! Please
ensure that those who participate will feel the full impact of the
law!

Please tell these horrible people that there are consequences
for dog fighting. They need to be held accountable. Dog fighting
is NOT a sport--it is a horrific crime.

Please help save animals from further cruelty and abuse. If the
sentences are made harsh enough, animal abusers may be
deterred from engaging in this horrible practice.

Any act of animal abuse should have harsher penalties. Please
make it happen!

These innocent animals suffer unspeakable horrors at the
hands of these sick people looking to make a buck off
attempting to train these loving and trusting dogs to kill each
other for sport! The dogs that won't fight are beaten, shot,
drown and/or stabbed to death. The dogs that do fight either
die a slow, painful death or are cheered on to keep killing! The
real "animals" here are the people that participate in this
"sport". Please ensure these criminals are given the maximum
sentence possible. Honestly, 5 years is not long enough but it's
a start. Mike Vick never should have been allowed to play pro
ball again after what he did. We need to send the message that
this is NOT OK and these actions will come with consequences.

In the name of kindness and responsibility to protect the

unprotected, please stop this cruelty. thank you , Sandra Ross
| would like to write to say this Is a horrible act to hurt an

animal,where they can not speak up for themselves.We are
there voices,and people must speak up for these creatures of
God,who just want unconditional love. They bring so much
happiness to children and adults alike. These people who do
this are horrible human beings,if they do this to an animal,what
do they do to a human being? Thank you for letting me voice
my opinion. Janice Schiavo
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Any form of animal fighting should be illegal and carry a hefty
sentence.We are their voice. Period.

Dog Figthing needs to stop

There must be a strong deterrent to this barbarism. It's
common sense and there is empirical evidence that this doesn't
stop with vulnerable animals, but with vulnerable humans as
well.

...Tough guys...do your own fighting...let the animals live in
peace!

| am urging you to make a commitment to amend the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum sentence for
dogfighting. It is such a cruel and heinous crime. Dogfighting
needs to be stopped and the punishment needs to fit the crime
with the maximum sentence of 5 years in prison the first time
around and if caught again the sentence should increase. These
dogs are exploited for money and power and they suffer a
horrible life and death at the Hans of these criminals. It our
duty as human beings to protect them. These dogs don't
deserve to be torn to shreds, and executed by electrocution or
some other horrible means if they lose or won't fight. They use
the ones that won't fight as bait dogs to be turn up over and
over again until they either die from their wounds or death at
the jaws of these criminals top fighting dogs. These dogs, are
beaten and starved, pumped up with steroids and forced to
exercise to near exhaustion so they will have the stamina that
they need to fight. When their short lives are ended either by
being torn to shreds, or from their wounds their bodies are
tossed away like garbage. Some of the dogs that lose the fight
are being executed by electrocution with a live wire being
shoved up their butt or hung or shot execution style and then
tossed away or buried still alive all because they lost the fight.
These animals need our protection and it is in your hands to
change our laws.

Animal fighting is a death sentence for many innocent animals.
The penalty for participating in or sponsoring, in any way,
animal fighting should reflect the severity of the consequences
of animals fighting in the life of the animals.



Teresa

Carolyn

Chris

Jessie

Carol

Marlena
CHRIS

Susan

Marilyn
fred
Alicia

Brenda

Thomas

Heidi
Brittney

Consultants
CARMEN

latonya

Crosby

Amparan

Isham

Day
Del Aguila

Butler
HOPKINS

Stevenson

Verick
fall
O'Falan

Michaels

Pintagro

Luallen

Pinnick

Intl
DIAZ

walker

FL
MO

FL

X
CA

MN
FL

NY

Wi
NJ
X
WA

NY

AL
OH

GA
IL
NY

No one should be able to cause harm or neglect to any living
being without sevier penalty. Please protect all animals from
the most dangerous animal of all, mankind.

No one should be able to cause harm or neglect to any living
being without sevier penalty. Please protect all animals from

the most dangerous animal of all, mankind.
These beautiful animals aren't born to fight, it's the owners that

make them fight. The people doing the crime needs to face the
maximum penalty under the law.Please don't continue to defer
their sentences because they will just turn around and do it
again. We are these poor animals voices and they need our
help!

| strongly support this amendment. It is time that pet owners
are held accountable for their unethical treatment of all types
of animals!

A prison sentence of 5 years or more should be set! Making
these animals fight is SICK!!!! Why these fools get a thrill out of
watching this brutality, have very small hearts and no
compassion for a sweet beautiful animal!!! Shame on them!!
Animal fighting is often accompanied by other lawless behavior.
It is life threatening to interfere.

This is the right thing to do!

| write to encourage the U.S. Sentencing Commission to amend
the animal fighting sentencing guidelines to reflect the
seriousness of this horrible crime and affirm the brutality of
animal fighting. We must do better!

In this day and age, the only reason for dog fighting is to hurt
and kill dogs. This is not entertainment. This is torture and cruel
for no reason but greed and hate. Anyone that is capable doing
these horrible things, is capable of doing the same thing to
humans. What's to stop them if you don't do something to
punish this horrible act. Why would you not?

Those HARDENED CRIMINALS should be treated like thru
treated the animall!!
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No one should be able to cause harm or neglect to any living
being without sevier penalty. Please protect all animals from
the most dangerous animal of all, mankind.

Please punish these criminals! So many laws, most of them no
good for the average citizen.

| am urging you to make a commitment to amend the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum sentence for
dogfighting. It is such a cruel and heinous crime. Dogfighting
needs to be stopped and the punishment needs to fit the crime
with the maximum sentence of 5 years in prison the first time
around and if caught again the sentence should increase. These
dogs are exploited for money and power and they suffer a
horrible life and death at the Hans of these criminals. It our
duty as human beings to protect them. These dogs don't
deserve to be torn to shreds, and executed by electrocution or
some other horrible means if they lose or won't fight. They use
the ones that won't fight as bait dogs to be turn up over and
over again until they either die from their wounds or death at
the jaws of these criminals top fighting dogs. These dogs, are
beaten and starved, pumped up with steroids and forced to
exercise to near exhaustion so they will have the stamina that
they need to fight. When their short lives are ended either by
being torn to shreds, or from their wounds their bodies are
tossed away like garbage. Some of the dogs that lose the fight
are being executed by electrocution with a live wire being
shoved up their butt or hung or shot execution style and then
tossed away or buried still alive all because they lost the fight.
These animals need our protection and it is in your hands to
change our laws.

YOU HAVE THE POWER, PLEASE HELP.

Violence without consent - that is basically what animal fighting
is. | strongly condemn animal fighting and want the sentencing
commission to make a strong stand both on fighting and cruelty
in total.
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Even the bible states animal cruelty is wrong. Read proverbs
12:10 and Luke 14:5 just as examples but the bible has more
examples. This country was built on the bible, we need to do
what is right for all including animals. Abuse is wrong for all.
Those who abuse animals deserve to go to prison.

As long as the punishment is light, animals will continue to
suffer at the hands of the same people. Please be their voice as
they have none.

To anyone that can do something about this horrible crime. |
am heartbroken that animal cruelty is so prevalent in the
United States. Are we a country that no longer cares about right
and wrong. | hope not. Please do something to stop the abuse

of helpless animals. Please !!
People who perpetuate cruelty toward animals also are

incapable of empathy toward people as well. These people are
dangerous to us all. We need to send a strong message that
acting on sadistic impulses will not be tolerated. Even 5 years in
prison is not long enough for the pain and suffering these
people cause.

animal fighting is the lowest of the low. It's a crime, NOT
entertainment! Please stop this abominable behavior now by
prosecuting these disgusting criminals, NOT the innocent
animals!

STOP DOGFIGHTING-CAUSES VIOLENCE-DRUGS-ILLEGAL
GAMBLING AND IS HORRIFIC ABUSE ON ANIMALS.

Love this! | have a pit bull and people are so afraid of him
because of the actions of these immoral uncaring dog fighters.

South Carolina really needs stronger animal protection laws
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The guidelines should be even stricter- more jail timer and

It must STOP

| agree, the punishment SHOULD fit the crime!

Please, please do something about the abuse these animals
endure. | do not understand why anyone would hurt a
defenseless animal. | also do not understand why the United
States does not have tougher punishments for these crimes.
We are supposed to be a country above all other countries, but
we allow this to happen in our communities.

| urge you to act this cycle to update the guidelines to better
reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5 years prescribed by
Congress in 2008. John and Cindy Phillips Dallas, Texas.

Animal cruelty is become a major issue across the country.
Animals of all types are being tortured and abused. There
needs to tough laws on the books to make animal a felony.
They cant defend themselves, so people like us need to make
the changes. You are our Commissioners. Help us out, we help
you out at the voting polls. Would enjoy an invite at your next
meetings. Thank you,



Juanita Gama CA
Please help as this issue is extremely important to millions of
Laura Highes X people.

Helene Green OR

There is no excuse or reason for animal fighting. The animals
William Powell PA used in this event should be turned on those involved.
Cheryl Davis NJ
| Teel Tt TIve years In prison snould be the apsolute Minimum
sentence for a crime that is clearly premeditated, senseless,
and cruel. Animal fighting is essentially the equivalent of
murder, as the intent is for animals to die even as they're
forced to fight for their very lives. A ten- to twenty-year
sentence would be more appropriate in my view; however, |
would appreciate any steps taken to ensure that judges take
this crime more seriously when handing down sentencing.

Christine Pingleton IN Thank you for your consideration.

Lyndsey Roy DE

janet howells AZ Please stop the torture of innocent animals
kathy searles MI

Katie Luokka Mi

Please, increase the punishment for such horrible crimes!
Anyone who can destroy innocent lives for entertainment

Melody Martin GA should be put under the jail!

Monique Lowther OH

June Curley MA

Glenna Volpe OR Please help those who cannot help themselves. Thank You.
No animal should be forced to be violent, hurt or killed for a

Judith Mersereau NM human's entertainment.

Rochelle Hunter CA

Margaret Stephens OR

Carol Taggart CA

Nicole Keefe MD

jenne sindoni MA

Ana Jacques FL

Michelle Martinez GA

Please take this into consideration and act to help prevent
Lynne McCrary X anymore animal fighting.

We have to stop letting men do what ever they want to do, to

anything they want to do it to. Why haven't we stop ANIMAL
Bobbi Segal FL ABUSE PERIOD............

Deborah Kanzler NY
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As a Animal Lover and a Pit Bull Lover Please update these
guidelines

Dear Commissioners: It is, Absolutely Horrible, what these
DOGs suffer! Both PHYSICALLY & MENTALLY. NOTE: Owner do
not suffer, ANY, of the Mental & physical wounds. It is
Unconsciousable!

rLOMmMpPAdssion 10r animais I1s intumdtely conneciea witn gooaness
of character; and it may be confidently asserted that he who is
cruel, or overlooks cruelty, to animals cannot be a good man.?
Arthur Schopenhauer The sub-humans who fight dogs are a
scourge on society. They enjoy seeing pain inflicted on animals
and the majority of them likely enjoy inflicting pain on humans.
They need to receive the longest prison sentence possible and
they need to be prevented from ever owing another animal.
The same goes for cock fighting. The animals they torture didn't
have a choice - you do. Make it possible to make the time
represent the crime.

Forcing animals to fight for entertainment and/or gambling is
barbaric and shameful.

Wishing You a great day and | want to thank You for what you
do to stop this.

That level of cruelty needs to be paired with a substantial
sentence.
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Please consider that anyone presesnt at a dog-fighting ring
more than likely has some contact and/or some role in a crime
in addition to being at the dog fight. Drugs and gambling are
probably the most likely although people who can brutalize
(and watch animals killed in such violent ways) dogs more than
likely have brutalized human beings as well. To punish the
crime of dog fighting will not only help stop dog fighting but will
allow law enforcement more information about these people
when they harm or kill human beings. | thank you for seeing
people who attend or promote dog fighting as criminals who
deserve punishment. There is no innocent bystander at a dog
fight except for a child, and any parent or guardian who takes a
child to dog fight needs to be in jail for that. People who engage
in dog fighting in any way need to be punished.

Please consider this amendment. It so disheartening to think of
small children be taken to a brutal animal fighting event as if it
is a basketball game.

Illegal gambling takes place around animal cruelty in these
cases. Please make it stop.

People who are guilty of sponsoring and/or participating in dog
fighting or any animal fighting, should have stiffer prison
sentencing with required rehab services/counseling, along with
a very high financial payment going to animal or other
organizations to educate the public against dog and other
animal fighting.

Dog fighting harms grievously the dogs who are forced to fight,
the dogs who are used to breed fighters, and the dogs, cats and
other animals used to "train" the fighters. Please help end this
cruelty by ensuring that these crimes are sentenced
appropriately.

We need the strongest sentencing possible for these cruel
people. Have you ever looked at the animals eyes and see how
cruel they have been treated. Take the time and make the
strongest penalty possible for these sick people. Stand up for
what is right. Sandra Smith
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This is a horrible act of cruelty that has gone on way to long.
These animals are not born mean, their abusers have forced
them into this lifestyle. Need much stronger punishment for
the abusers and it needs to be put into effect YESTERDAY!!!

Make our nation one we can be proud of.

The only help they can get is from a few that care enough &

YOU ! Please help our Dog friends get protected . Thank you,
A.G.Angros

Help protect animals who look to us to love and protect them.
Animal ighting ot any Kind Is wrong and innumane. Dogs are

loyal, compassionate friends. Dogs that have been trained to
tear each other apart until one or both is dead is ridiculously
brutal. | know we would all like to turn our backs and pretend
this brutality doesn't exist but I'm sorry to say it does. These
people need to be prosecuted and prosecuted harshly. We
need to send the message that this will not be tolerated by
punishing with an insignificant monetary fine. Please Help us
and our furry friends.

Animal fighting is a horrific practice where innocent animals are
forced to attack each other and suffer terrible physical injuries
and emotional scars. People who force vulnerable animals into
this need to be prosecuted to the full extent of the law.

Surely anyone who is this cruel to a living thing should be
punished. . Please help raise awareness and prevention .. Thank
you.

Brutal treatment of and activities involving animals must stop,
and violators severely punished. They are worse than the most
savage of animals.

stop dogfigth, it is cruelty and made by humans to earn money.-
Dogs don_t like fight and it is a real crime. It is disgusting
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Please increase the penalties for persons involved in dog
fighting.

The animal fighting business is cruel and often accompanied by
other criminal enterprises such as drug dealing. It is a plague on
society that should be eradicated. Stiffer sentences will help
achieve this goal.

It is important for every one of us to do all that we can for
these defenseless and precious animals. We are their voice.
Thank you!

Animal fighting of all kinds should be stopped-animals cannot
speak for themselves so we need to do it for them.

Please pass animal fighting amendment 2015/2016 for five year
prison sentence. Thank you.

There is absolutely NO room in the 21st century for ANY type of
animal fighting !! Aren't supposed to be civilized? Please....do
what you KNOW in your HEART is RIGHT...ensure the
MAXIMUM prison sentence is clear and enforced. Thank you.

EVIL,CRUEL,HORRIFIC. SOCIOPATHS TO WATCH ANIMALS
RIPPED TO PIECES FOR MONEY... HEATHENS. KARMA TO YOU.
GOD SEES ALL.

| BELIEVE THAT DOG AND ROOSTER FIGHTING SHOULD HAVE A
LONG TERM SENTENCE AND STIFF FINES . IT IS INHUMANE
WHAT THESE PEOPLE DO TO HELPLESS ANIMALS FOR SPORT.
ALSO FOR PEOPLE WHO THROW AWAY THEIR ANIMALS IN
BAGS AND SUITCASES TO GET RID OF THEM IS ALSO A STIFF
FINE AND LONG PRISON SENTENCES.

As a person who cares about protecting those without a voice,
we need to strengthen laws to help stop abusers and protect all
dogs who are injured, killed, abused and have no choice.
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Please consider what if your pet were to be thrown into a
lifecycle as one of these poor born innocent dogs, destined to a
life of fear and pain, please do the right thing.

They are the scum of the earth and it should extrem harsh
punishment

I wish you could raise the guidelines and also include a
minimum mandatory prison sentence.

These animals can't speak for themselves. They suffer horrid
pain in silence. Please make animal abuse a serious crime with
strong punishment toward the humans that do these
despicable crimes.

Please take action today and do not delay.

I hope and pray that the day will come when there is no dog
fighting. It is a cruel "sport".
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Please,harsher punishment for animal abusers.

THOSE WHO ABUSE ANIMALS ARE CLOSE TO POSSIBLY ABUSING
PEOPLE. | SHOULD THINK THAT THESE PEOPLE HAD ROUGH
BEGINNINGS AND NO COMMPASSION SHOWED THEM. THEY
SHOULD BE REQUIRED IN THEIR INCARCERATION TO LEARN
COMPASSION, PERHAPS FROM A BUDDHIST POINT OF VIEW.
PEMA CHANDRON WOULD BE SOMEONE TO CONTACT ON
THAT AS SHE ALREADY IS INVOLVED IN PRISONER TRAINING.

A soclety Is judged by how It treats It's animals. A society IS also
judged by how it protects those that cannot protect
themselves. Animal fighting and the inhumane treatment of the
animals forced to participate is unconscionable, cruel and
indefensible. The lives of torture and pain these animals are
subjected to reflects inhumanity and cruelty at its highest level.
Those convicted should be prosecuted to the maximum the law
allows.

Animals are voiceless victims who should not be abused in such
a horrible manner. We need to speak for them and let their
abusers know that their behavior is not acceptable and will not
be tolerated.

Please! We need to strive to stop all incidents ot animal abuse
and cruelty; and, that can only happen with tougher laws and
penalties. These animals are our loving, loyal, faithful and
trusting companions who cannot speak for or defend
themselves. We need to protect them. Looking into their sweet
trusting eyes, it is incorrigible not to protect them and ensure
they have happy safe lives.

We must show Animal abusers involved in Promoting Dog
Fighting that they will go to Prison for a minimum of Five years!
This is a good start. To help free millions of Dogs in this Cruel
and Abusive act of Dog Fighting.

PLEASE update with the toughest possible penalties. Thank you.
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Please punish those that initiate and support animal fighting. It
is a heart-breaking crime, and no animal should be subjected to
this terrible way of life. Thank you.

Elease consider supporting to amend the animal tighting
sentencing guidelines. This teaches our children the importance
of how treating animals affects our society as a whole and that
even football players can do harm to animals and not all of
them are role models. Please, we are their voice! Darcelle
Cowles

Abuse of any animal is a crime but when "man's best friend" is
involved it becomes something more. Many of the animals
used as 'bait' for fighting dogs are pets stolen from private
parties who end up dying a horrible death or being abandoned
to die when their 'usefulness' is at an end. Further, the fighting
dogs themselves are abused or discarded when they won't fight
or kill another dog. These people (and | use the term loosely)
need to be fined, locked up, and NEVER allowed, EVER, to own
another animal of any kind.

Please send the message that a civilized society does not
support this barbarism.
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We are a nation of Law & order, that makes us unique. It's such
an irony that an animal, a dog, who is part of most American
families, as a family member, who is loved and cared as such, is
also mistreated to a point that no dog loving family can endure
to watch, Dog Fighting, where some criminals satisfy their
appetite of violence and illegal earnings of Gambling on Dog
Fights. In many cases losing dogs are killed after a long
suffering, during training and later in fights. These Criminald
have no conscious whatsoever. They deserve the Maximum
Punishment under the Law. | beg all the commissioners to
please help save our loving pets' lives who end up in Wrong
Hands, and punish the merciless culprits accordingly. Thank
you:Yours Truly, M.Jilani

No civilized society should allow forced fighting of any living
creature. It is a symptom of lack of empathy - a trait assigned to
sociopaths - which includes serial killers who usually start their
cruelty/killing of humans by killing and torturing animals first. It

should not be tolerated in any civilized society on earth.
When animals are abused, like being chained out side tor 5 to

sometimes 10 years or torn to pieces when used as bait, they
need a voice to speak up. That is what I like to do, along with
thousand of other concerned animal lovers. Please do your part
as our representatives, to establish guide lines that require
punishment to the full extent of law. Those that cause the
suffering need to know they will be put away for 5 years if they
do this, it won't be just a slap on the wrist.

Any person that condones or takes part in animal fighting
would without hesitation hurt a human being. Animal Fighting
is a deplorable crime and should be punished to the full extent
of the law! Please refer to the 5 year prison sentence as
prescribed by Congress in 2008!!! Elaine S Sonne

Animal suffering should NOT EVER BE ALLOWED AS
ENTERTAINMENT! Thank you.
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Animal abuse is a heinous crime and, even worse, animal
fighting makes sport of animal abuse. No one can really imagine
the horrible conditions in which these animals are kept nor can
they imagine the pain and suffering they endure before they
are killed. The people engaged in these activities do so with
great enthusiasm and with no regard for the law. They have no
respect for thinking, feeling, sentient beings who have done
nothing to deserve the misery heaped upon them. Humans are
also put at risk by this criminal and deviant behavior. Please
amend the animal fighting guidelines to reflect the maximum
prison sentence of 5 years for participating in this crime. Failing
to do so will not deter future offenders.

Animal fighting has no place in a civilized society.

There should be no animal fighting. Animals depend upon us to
take care of them and provide the things they cannot provide
for themselves. Animals help humans in so many ways. The
people that promote dog fighting and provide themselves
entertainment at the sacrifice and pain of the poor animal that
only wants love and kindness from us. These individuals
deserve the harshest punishment possible. All animal fighting
should be stopped immediately and those involved arrested.

If you only see one animal who was mauled and in agony, you
would be devastated and at a loss to comprehend that a
human being deliberately caused that animal to be so savagely
attacked . These precious animals have been put here for us to
love and nurture. | have three wonderful cats who love and
trust me. There is no terror in them when | come close to them.
People who abuse and kill for sport need to be put in jail and
rehabilitated to become caring human beings. Please protect
these precious creatures from sick and cruel people like these
by jailing them for a very long period and rehabbing them if
possible. If not, then cause them to be locked up long enough
to think twice about ever doing this hostile inhumane thing to
animals ever again. How sad that so so many are still so brutally
abused. They have no choice!! Please help.
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As you know all to well, animal cruelty is a documented
indicator of violent crimes and cruelty in general. You don't
need to care just about animals. If you care about society, these
criminals must be deterred.

Stop dog fighting and have stronger penalties for those who use

STOP THIS ABUSE OF HELPLESS ANIMALS THEY NEED OUR HELP

Stop ALL animal abuse

Animals look to us for protection. It says a lot about a society
that respects animals and works to protect them. Please act on

this important issue.
As an animal advocate it hurts my heart that crimes like dog

fighting and other animal abuse happens in the first place,
therefore | encourage whatever penalties can be enacted,
including not only maximum prison sentences, but also ruling
that these criminals are banned from ever owning, living with,
or interacting with animals again. Again, thank you very much
for your consideration.

Any person that abuses a animal deserves the maximum
punishment and should no longer be able to have or own a
animal!!

| believe that these inhumane people should be punished To
the extant of the law and If the law is not severe enough Then
change it They should do community service and hefty fine and
be listed just like a sex offender
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As we learn and grow as civilized people we become more
aware of the violence perpetrated on those who cannot defend
themselves. | support more stringent guidelines for sentencing
to send a stronger message to those who inflict this abuse on
the dogs who cannot speak for them selves.

These are intelligent creatures who deserve to be treated with
kindness!!!

My son and | rescued a poor dog who has since become my
precious home pet. My son and a co-worker found him on our
manufacturing property early one morning at they were
opening our business. His ear was half torn off, just barely
hanging on and his tongue had been almost lacerated in half.
He had deep bites all over his body. The vet said that if he
hadn't been found and rushed for care, he would have bled to
death within the hour. It was the vets belief that he was used as
a bait dog to train fighting dogs. Dog fighting is just taken for
granted in the area of far S.W. Oklahoma City. The only way to
stop it is for bigger fines and longer jail time. The people that
do this have no conscience and are cruel beyond belief. If they
do this to poor helpless animals just imagine what they might
do to poor helpless children or elderly people. Please help us
with this horrific problem here in Oklahoma City.
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Humane treatment of animals is a measure of what we are as a
society, and this crime should be discouraged. Please help.
Thanks!

dog fighters suck the big one and should get a giant big one up

the ass.
People involved In animal tighting are dangerous people with

violent tendencies and a skewed perspective of right and
wrong. They are not only a danger to the animals they abuse
and torture but are also a danger to other people as well. The
seriousness of the crime and the sentencing and penalties must
be clear for all involved in this form of animal cruelty, from the
dog "owners" to the spectators who provide financial support
to this bloodsport.

In my opinion the sentence for dog fighting is not tough enough
and by giving harsh punishment may in fact slowly end this
brutal and cruel act bringing it to an end. By doing so my also
stop the drugs, guns and betting by attendees. Maybe this
would be one way to become a better society. Thank you for
your time. Mary Ann Stanislowsky

The more we look the other way....the more we allow cruelty
and vicious practices like animal fighting to be lightly punished,
the more hardened and desensitized a population becomes
toward all cruelty, animal and human. Please take action to
punish these barbaric crimes now.

Mandatory jail time, along with a huge fine would be a good
start. The jail time should begin with a minimum of 5 years. This

would make people think twice!
Log rignung nas to stop. 1nis cruelr money making 1or some

people is sick- brutal- merciless to many dogs. Dogs who fights
for so long do not survive, many are put to death because they
cannot fight anymore or they are to old and beaten and
abuse... It is unthinkable to have this going in this Country.
Punishment have to be harsh, so if someone does it he will
know the "law" is there to put them in jail for a "long" time, pay
heavy fines. Five years is not much for the suffering dogs are
put thru. They cannot talk and act in their defense, it is us
"human" to do the severe punishments. Thank you for reading
this note.
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I MATE WNEnN I reda doout grown men (ana a riew wormen) wno
take pleasure in watching innocent dogs fight each other,
sometimes to the death, and they take pleasure in killing the
'losing' dogs. This is no more than a money making deal that
shows what kind of 'humans' these criminals really are. If they
can do this horrible cruelty to dogs, then what's to stop them
doing this to OTHER animals; and HUMAN BEINGS? They need
to be STOPPED, fined and put in prison if possible until they
learn there are MILLIONS of us who LOVE DOGS and all animals
and who will stay vigilant until dog fighting is wiped off the map
of our country.

The penalty should be ten times more sever!!! At least 20 years
per pup. That doesn't even begin to make up for the life that
fighting takes. | would like to have all of them sentenced to
death. The same as they sentenced the dogs to. No Mercy!!!

Please ensure that the strongest penalties allowable are
enforced to deter unspeakable acts of cruelty towards animals
that do not have a voice!

abusing animals leads to abusing humans but animals don't
have a voice so we must speak up for them by making crimes
against them punished in the same way as if it were a crime
against a human

We must stop this senseless abuse.

PLEASE take this issue seriously - it is becoming more rampant,
and will only continue to do so as long as punishment is
minimal. This type of brutality comes from a heartless, sadistic
mindset - it is only a small step from harming animals to
harming other humans.

All this cruelty towards animals must be stopped NOW! An eye
for an eye should be implemented IMMEDIATELY.....WITH NO
EXCEPTIONS!
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How can the most civilized society continue to condone such
barbaric slaughters of "Man's Best Friend?" Although the
suggested five years would be an improvement, it may not
deter the perpetrators who have unlimited funds to defend
themselves. | plea for more prison time, as well seizures of any
valuable assets-for such offenders. One only needs to
understand the carnage and suffering these innocent Victims
endure before a sacrificial death. I live in Kentucky where there
are very few laws protect our animals. Dogs would fight to the
death to protect us. Do we owe them less? "The greatness of a
nation and it's moral progress can be judged by the way it's
animals are treated." (Ghandi) What we allow is what will
continue.

I fully support a five year prison sentence for those found guilty
of animal fighting. | also hope that these individual's names are
put in a registry which would prevent them from ever owning
another animal.

All dogs should be love all people.

This is truly heartbreaking that this wonderful dogs live this kind
of life and the people that do this to them get off so lightly
Horrible--forcing innocent animals to fight. What does this say
about the human beings involved? Sadistic monsters who take
out their feelings of inadequacy on animals

Deliberate cruelty is unforgivable. And needs to be punished
severely. People who abuse animals rarely restrict their
lawlessness to them only.
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Please do all that you can to make sure much harsher penalties,
fines, and MOST IMPORTANTLY, jail time is applied to ANYONE
who abuses, neglects or harms an animal. It's WRONG and it's
PAST TIME that we put an end to it!

Dog fighting is not humane and it should be treated as a crime.
Animals can't advocate for themselves and they do not deserve
to be treated that way. Use your power to make changes in the
live of these victims

This is e serious crime, that deserve serious punishnment! How
lazy for a human to fight/treat man's best friend soo inhumane
for their profit!! Please put a stop to this horrible, horrible
crimelll

People need to be held responsible for acts of cruelty to
animals. People who hold the dog fights and the spectators
alike need to be punished.

Just for the simple fact it's so cruel to have these dogs fight
against each other. It would be one thing if they could talk and
tell you this is what they wanted like some people are doing in
cages or whatever, but these dogs did not ask for this. They are
bred just to fight and that makes me ill! Please,please don't let
this go with a slap on the wrist. STOP all animal fighting!
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Dear Sirs, If you don't believe that dog fighting is one of the
most heinous crimes there is - | implore you to attend a dog
fight. The dogs which are in training, are starved, harassed,
beat, carry heavy weights around their necks and then shown a
bloody smaller animal that has been somehow injured so that
the dog in training can actually get it and tear it apart. The
animals used in training can range from kittens to dogs, pigs,
etc. often times w/ their mouths taped shut so as not to injure
the actual fighting dog. They then are enclosed in a small ring
usually made with closet doors because they are easy to store
and flip around (so if there is a raid they wont see the blood on
the doors) and proceed to tear each other literally apart. The
dogs that lose are often strangled, beat, or tossed off the road
somewhere to die from their injuries. Because no dog fighter
wants a loser. Along with dog fighting comes other types of
crimes, gambling - sometimes thousands of dollars, drugs -
meth, cocaine, heroine, and many other illicit drugs, firearms -
of all types, in case they have to shoot one of the dogs or each
other, if there is a dispute. DOG FIGHTING brings out the most
reviled of society, all of the things that a normal society does
not want in their lives. Do what is right by your constituents
that voted you into office and keep these scumbags out of our
country. Stronger penalties are needed as a show of force that
we as a country will not put up with this behavior.

Animals fighting is a crucial problem in some areas of the
country. Animals such as Pit Bulls, Rottweilers, etc. are being
stereotyped as being "dangerous" dogs. If many people have
not realized animals can be like humans. If you raise a child
aggressively, hitting them all the time, and showing no love
they are obviously vowing to grow into a horrible being. Same
with animals. So we need to focus more on dog fights to try and
put them to a stop. These animals deserve a chance to live a
happy life not a life of pain and death.

Man has been abusing animals for too long. Haven't we evolved
from our caveman era to respect all living things? Abusing
innocent animals is so wrong and so cowardly. Put these sickos
in prison and throw away the key.

These are horrific acts of violence that have no place in our
society. We build prisons for a reason -for heartless people like
this. These dogs need all the help and support they can get.
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Please stop this dog fighting

Dog-fighters are heartless bullies. The only way to stop them is
to make them fear the consequences. Sentencing guidelines

| ask that you would amend the animal fighting sentencing to
reflect the seriousness of the crime. Animal fighting is barbaric
and has not place in our society. Everyone involved should face
a maximum sentence automatically and never be able to own
another animal in their lifetime.

Just for the simple fact it's so cruel to have these dogs fight
against each other. It would be one thing if they could talk and
tell you this is what they wanted like some people are doing in
cages or whatever, but these dogs did not ask for this. They are
bred just to fight and that makes me ill! Please,please don't let
this go with a slap on the wrist. STOP all animal fighting!

Only the lowest scum could participate in dog fighting. These
useless people need to be punished severely!!!

| volunteer with Sean Casey Animal Rescue and have seen the
results of some of these fights. Need | say more!!

People who fight dogs should be put in an enclosure with the
dogs until they are dead. Since | know this won't happen, I'll
settle for life without the possibility of parole. Michael Vick
should still be in jail and not the NFL

Please take the time to consider the importance of this
amendment. As many Americans are loving pet owners, | feel
comfortable stating on behalf of many that the few that engage
in animal cruelty such as animal fighting should be penalized to
the maximum of the law, and your voice is important in making
that happen. Very sincerely, Lynette Brimble

Please do all you can to end this awful cruelty.

No animal should have to fight for the entertainment of
humans and a stiff punishment should be given to anyone who
makes animals suffer and fight!
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Animal fighters know perfectly well what they are getting into
illegally and immorally, while the animals are forced to viciously
fend for their lives. These people should be held unmistakably
accountable to the fullest extent for their selfish and callous
actions.

This crime needs to be a felony in all fifty states and far harsher
punishments for all involved in this vile act.

Please consider. thanks.

I have owned numerous Pit Bulls and they have all been the
most loving and affectionate animals. ANY dog can be tought
how to be mean, but that makes it the owner's fault, not the
breed's!

Please help to make the punishment for this crime as severe as
possible. Please do not allow any quarter for those guilty of
such abuse.

Stiffer penalties will help break up the dogfighting rings and
help to eliminate these crimes.

Forcing animals to fight each other is cowardly & causes stress /
pain & even death to these animals - These people have also
been shown to be psychopaths who go on to hurt / kill other
humans - The penalty needs to be changed to reflect the
seriousness of the crime - PLEASE make it years in jail - a large
monetary fine and community service (with animals possibly
supervised) - This goes for anyone associated with this cruel
sport, including the viewers paying & betting on the outcome

Please stop animal cruelty and stop dog fighting.
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Dog fighting Is extremely violent and Is such a barbaric act. It Is
proven that people who fight their dogs also practice other
crimes such as drug dealing, gun violence, etc. Dogs are living
beings, as humans are and can hurt emotionally and physically
as we do. These people need to pay for their crime. Why allow
this violence to go on and allow them to get away with it only
to repeat the act again? It's disgusting! Please help these poor,
innocent, lovable animals!

Please help the voiceless have a voice against those who
perpetrate these heinous crimes.

This behavior needs to be addressed as the same for a human
life.. One that could harm an innocent animal has the potential
to hurt a human

Please update the guide lines. My pet was being raised as a
'bait dog' when she escaped. YOU can do something about this
I Thank you for your time and consideration..

Please consider the Animal Fighting issue as there is NO
Downside!

Animal fighting is a cruel, barbaric practice and the punishment
should reflect that.

Please do something before 2016!!!

While | think everyone agrees that the punishment for animal
fighting should be severe, I'm not sure how many people are
aware when it is not carried out. | was personally disgusted that
Michael Vick was not punished more severely and was let back
into the NFL. | plead with you not to let anyone else get away
with such a horrific crime so easily. Thank you so much for your
time. Sincerely, Christina McMurtry



Suzanne Crane X

Cindy Johns MN
I'm stating the obvious here but people who engage in this
behavior are undoubtedly breaking other laws, be it child
abuse, domestic abuse, drugs, theft, and on and on. These
jukie foster IL people deserve stiff sentencing.
This is a serious crime against animals and should be dealt with
kaye abramson OK appropriately - years of lock-up time.
Please give a stiffer penalty for animal fighting. This is a cruel
Trisha Olson 1A way to treat animals.
people fight them because to see how weak they can defend
there lives. they should pay for what they do to these animals.
animals have a right to be safe from people that fight them it
Rebecca May GA should be a law.
Diane London CA
Cecilia Caiano Correia NJ
Please help these innocent victims that can't ask for
Sandra Brown X themselves.
Inga Agrest SC
Not sentencing these criminals is a crime. Please provide jail
time to help change the attitude toward animal cruelty or at
peter nourse FL least deter it through fear of incarceration.
Carol Cavanaugh OR
June Curley MA
Darla Lamoreaux TN
Animal abuse of all types should result in harsh penalties. |
Barbara Buell MI support stricter laws for dog fighting and other animal abuse.
Ruth Rich NY
Marilyn Alessandra NY
Kym Waugh co All animal cruelty Must be Abolished.
Ed Soper NY
Dear Sirs, Stronger laws are needed to protect innocent
animals, who are exploited by criminals for their own gain, in
the brutal activity of dog fighting. Please implement the
maximum prison sentence called for by congress in 2008.
Ellen Samson NY Sincerely, Ellen Samson
This is important legislation to help animals from being forced
marilyn evenson WA into a brutal "sport"
Penelope Dart MD
Holly Knight OH

Jill Caldwell co
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Please support this recommendation so that these animals are
not forced into fighting and dying for some barbaric few who
are no doubt cruel and do not value these poor, helpless
animals. Stop this with tougher sentences for these criminals
who abuse these animals.

PLEASE AMEND TO MAX SENTENCE

Please help!!

Please act to sentence these bad people to the maximum
allowable punishment. It will send a message that we care not
only about the animals but about the reflection their behavior
has on society as a whole. Help show that we are a humane
people and take seriously God's command to us to nurture his
Creation.

| cannot print my comments, throw the 2 legged ones | a pit
and let them kill themselves

I have volunteered in dog rescue for years and | can personally
tell you that we MUST get tougher on those who buy, breed,
train, watch for entertainment, etc dogs for fighting. There is no
other way to stop them than to hit them hard hard hard!!!
These are heartless people who do not see the preciousness of
these animals. Please, you cannot get tough enough.

1am a volunteer at my local animai sneiter In BurTalo, New
York. We have a very active underground dog fighting
population in our City. Two of my own dogs were taken from
such situations and the love they have shown me and the love |
have for them has made me a fierce advocate for the bully
breeds. There are countless raids that occur in our City and the
dogs taken often end up at our Shelter. The horrific physical
conditions they are in are appalling, but their propensity for
love and forgiveness is unmatched. They deserve better
protection under the law.

Please | urge you to act this cycle to update the guidelines to
better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5 years
prescribed by Congress in 2008. We have to be the voice for
animals, they deserve our fair treatment and consideration,
they have feelings too.
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The innocent victims of this horrific crime have suffered long
enough at the hands of their perpetrators. We need stronger
laws to stop and deter these criminals from this practice and

punish them for this crime of dog fighting.
STOP THE CRUELTY. DOGS ARE INNOCENT AND BLAMELESS

AND SHOULD NOT BE SUBJECTED TO BRUTALITY FOR THE SAKE
OF "SPORT". ANYONE WHO PROMOTES DOG FIGHTING MUST
GO TO JAIL FOR A LONG TIME. IT IS A VICIOUS AND HORRIBLE
PRACTICE FOISTED UPON INNOCENT ANIMALS. STOP THE
CRUELTY !l

| believe every animal should have the protection from humans
to stay out of the hands of criminal activity. Please vote to
make the punishment more severe for anyone harming any
type of helpless animal. Thank you for your consideration of
this important issue.

| volunteer for an animal shelter. Many visitors still are not
aware of the heinous nature of dog fighting. They stare blankly
with no signs of understanding, and that is what scares me the
most. Ignorance is the enemy. Jean M. Abrams 7313 Whitacre
Rd. Madison, W1 53717

Please make 5 years a mimimum when sentencing someone for
dog fighting. The animals have no choice and only our voice for
their lives.

This is a cruel and exploitive "sport". Who in their right mind
wants to see animals fight to the death? The sentencing for dog
or cock fighting people should be raised to the highest level.
Would you want to see your child fight until he/she is dead?

Jane Caminis
| cry and cringe at the thought of any type of abuse and

brutality on an animal. Then | curse at those who inflict the
abuse and brutality. Commissioners, on behalf of all animals
who cannot fight their offenders, please consider an
amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. Thank you.

Please recognize that animals are living creatures with feelings,
thoughts and they should have rights. As the higher specie, we
should we expected to treat other species with respect and
care. When someone fails to do that, they should receive a
harsh punishment. They should not get a few days in jail or a
few hundred dollars in fines. Please have compassion for
innocent animals and have the punishment reflect the crime.
Thank you.
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Commissioners: These guidelines should be the toughest
possible. The people who are involved in this insidious industry
need to get a wake-up call that animal fighting is totally
unacceptable and their participation comes with severe
consequences for THEM! PLEASE VOTE TO MAKE THE
GUIDELINES ST THE MAXIMUM LEVEL.

Save these poor creatures.

1 did t get to finish - the only people who soul do this kind of an
act, in my mind is a monster. Something really should be done.

it would be appreciated if this disgusting issue were addressed
with the severity and passion it deserves. Just because it
doesn't involve a human victim does not mean that it is any less
heinous of a crime.

Please update the guidelines to help our companion animals.

No animal deserves to be purposely and cruelly injured or killed
in this illegal, evil & horrid, so-called sport. My family & | would
like to see this activity stopped. No one has the right to hurt an
innocent animal or human. Only sick and deranged people get
enjoyment out of it and should be locked up for a long time. If
they are a danger to animals, they are a danger to children, the
elderly and others, and they are most likely involved in other
criminal activity. Communication will be the key. Detectives
going undercover and finding out where dog fighting is taking
place will be important in order to stop this.

This is a serious crime . . . and should be treated as such . .
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The maximum sentence guideline of 5 years should be a
minimum sentence guideline. 5 years is just not enough for this
depraved activity. This type of activity should not be tolerated
in a humane society.

Money grubbing dog fighters must be stopped and put behind
bars where these monsters belong and end the killing and
abuse of these poor dogs .

The suffering that occurs at the hands of these evil people is
unimaginable. | want to see these criminals prosecuted to the
full extent of the law. Thank you for your consideration of this
very important and critical issue.

We need tougher sentencing for such a heinous crime as dog
fighting. Please recognize the serious nature of this horrific
crime.

I love ALL animals. | could go on and on about what these
lowlife p.o.s.'s should get for animal abuse, cruelty, and on and
on - to make money - because they're too lazy to make a living
themselves. I'd like to ask you a question....what would their
punishment be if it were their own kids, spouses, relatives, etc.-
or, stolen/abducted/kid- napped human beings? Please, think
about that! THERE IS NO CHANGING THESE PEOPLE.....YOU
KNOW IT AND | KNOW IT! Thank you. Mike Petrie

I think dog fighter should be sentence to life in prison for what
they do to these poor animals. The way the train them to fight
instead of letting them grow up and finding love in a happy
home.. | myself have a pitbull that was placed in a shelter never
knowing what a loving home was til i got her. I've had her now
for 4 years and she is so happy, loves car rides, taking walks
with me going to the park.. | wish the instead of putting down
these animals for what the owers have done please try to find a
way to retrain them so they can go to loving home. Just like the
show Pit Bulls and Parolees..
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Our laws must get tougher on these people who would hurt an
innocent animal These poor dogs have no recourse. We must
be their voice. Thank you.

The despicable actions of the dog fighting rings and the
monsters that follow and encourage this activity are known to
All animal owners and lovers. It is totally unbelievable that
Federal Judges can possibly claim an " unfamiliarity " with these
activities maybe more people in the justice system should join
ASPCA and HUMANE SOCIETY of the USA . Please ask no, tell
them to Stand up for the tormented animals. Thank you

Have mercy & pass a law to criminalize anyone who entertains
or uses dogs to fight. These animals are innocent & should be
set free from their abusers.

Dog fighting is the worst form of animal cruelty. Offender
should be prosecuted to the maximum, fined the maximum and
placed on a registry for the rest of their life.

Minimum 5 years with no possibility of parole. Automatic
enrollment in a prison program to train assistance dogs.
Parolees should have to spend a portion of their time cleaning
out cages at an animal shelter.

The fact that persons such as Michael Vick are permitted to
resume their careers and lifestyles after their horrific choices to
brutalized animals is appauling. 5 years is not enough but it is a
start. A requirement for restitution is also appropriate. Please
incorporate this amendmant into the guidelines. Thank you.

Frankly, I don't think 5 years is enough. Where is the
enforcement????
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any kind of animal fighting should carry harsh punishment with
it. Animals are not ment to be forced to fight.

There should also be restitution to be paid to the organizations
that generously rescue, supply medical treatment and
nourishment to these horribly abused animals.

These people should get the maximum sentence. Animals
haave feelings and feel pain and rejection too. If they don't like
animals-just leave them alone.

Even 5 years isn't really enough for the monsters who fight
dogs. It has been proven that those who abuse animals are
much more likely to abuse people and dog fighting is abuse
without a doubt.

Please speak out for the innocent animals that are pitted
against each other. They can't speak for themselves.

It's about time that it stop
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suffered brutal, horrendous abuse by the hand of their dog
fighting owners. How can we as a civilized society sit idly by and
allow this atrocious treatment of these loving, trusting animals
to continue. When all is said and done, it's the dog that gets
punished over and over again with the laws as they are written.
Society blames the breed of dog instead of the owners who
train them to be vicious in order to survive. Rather than
continuing to punish this beautiful dog, we need to make the
punishment of these dog killers stronger so we can eradicate
dog fighting altogether. Please reform the guidelines for
punishing these heartless people that enjoy watching a scared
dog fight to the death.

Please use your power to make sure these cruel crimes are
sentenced in a fair way.
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Dear Commissioners, It is amazing that we still have dog
fighting in our country. Dogs are man's best friends. Fighting
dogs were trained to fight for human's profit, not because they
wanted to. Please do your best to to stop this brutality as much
as you can. Thank you so much, Sincerely Maria

5 years in prison is not enough for the criminals who abuse
innocent animals. It is unacceptable and should not be
tolerated.

Please use your power to update these guidelines to properly
punish people who participate in such a brutal act as animal
fighting. Thank you. Mary Hodur Dog Owner, voter

Please consider increasing the punishment for the crime of dog
fighting. If there is not a strong deterrent for the it, it will
continue to happen. We love our dogs, and this behavior has to
stop. Thank you.

vear LommIsSIOners, | Write T0 Thank you Tor considering an
amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5
years prescribed by Congress in 2008. Federal judges defer to
the sentencing guidelines when faced with unfamiliar crimes
like dog fighting so your action is critical to ensure that these
crimes are sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible. Thank you very much for your consideration of this
important issue. Andrew Weprin

Animal particularly dog fighting should carry a felony
sentencing of at least 10 years without parole. People with no
compassion for animals will have no compassion for people as
well, so putting them into a prison to be rehabilitated is the
answer.

personly think people who are involved in dog fighting should
be put to death the same way they murder the dogs!



Ruth
Angie

deborah

chuck
lisa
Sue
Starla
Susie
Janine

wanda

edie
mary ann

Sean

Jackie
Deborah

Kelly

Morgan-Bieber
Sieb

DPiazza

macmillan
tamborello
Murray
Morgan
Houk
Williams

louise

barber
mollenkamp

Evans

Stewart
Shea

Melius

CA
IN

NY

IL

CcT
OH
AR
NC
OR
CA

X
CA
NJ

AL
FL

NY

This practice is beyond obscene. Anyone found guilty of
organizing, betting, training animals or in any way facilitate
these cruelties should be penalized as if these animals were
human. The law describes animals as property and the
penalties for animal abuse are are a joke. We are the guardians
of this earth and it is truly sad the we defend these animals.

i believe instead of persecuting the breed we should be sending
a message to those that raise them and teach them to fight that
there will be serious consequence.

1T UIBT ©alll Ul yuu, LT BUVETTITTE PEUPIC, LU dLRTTUWITUEC diiu
press the standards of animal cruelty its long overdue
upgrades. | am an avid believer that animals are not
represented as they so deserve to be from current laws.
Penalties must be dire and wholely enforced. Please make it so
difficult to have those persons wish they would or will ever use
our docile, people pleasing, and worthy creatures for sick
enjoyment and profit. If someone could harm an animal, they
have zero valuefor anything or anyone, period!! Let the
punishment fit the crimes; cage them like they cage and take
the freedom of being happy away from defenseless God-given
creatures as they are. Sentence them hard, long, and without
mercy. It's easy-just do it!!!

I have been on the front lines of animal rescue for many years,
and if you had seen what | have, you would not hesitate to
"throw the book at fighters."

| urge you to please consider take animal fighting more
seriously and update the guidelines to clearly reflect the
maximum prison sentence of 5 years. These poor animals are
victims of unspeakable cruelty and are praying for someone to
speak up for them. Please be their voice and their hero.
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People have a choice if they want to fight or not. Animals don't.
They are forced to in order survive. What would you do if you
had a child and he was being forced to fight to survive? Would
ban this type of thing. What kind of kickback do you get for
allowing something like this to happen. These people should be
sentenced just as much if it was a child being harmed. Give

voice to the innocent animals who can't speak for themselves.
Dog tighting is barbaric and cruel..... The people involved in this

sick practice are usually gambling and doing many other illegal
activities, at the exspence of these poor dogs, not to mention
the poor animals that they steal or dog nap for the purpose of
training..... These jerks really deserve more than 5 years in
prison, they should get at least 10 years in my eyes..... It's so

Unfortunately, this barbaric practice still exists in the United
States, although the vast majority of Americans view its human
traffickers with disgust and anger, and its canine victims with
pity. It seems that one of the only ways to further reduce
animal fighting in this country is to ensure that its practitioners -
whether they organize the fights, supply animals for the fights,
or participate in any way, including as audience members - face
the severest possible penalties to provide more of a deterrent.
That is why so many of us support amending the animal fighting
guidelines to provide more stringent minimum punishment for
this and other instances of cruelty to animals: longer prison
sentences and much higher fines - enough to equal the

brutality of their crimes to living creatures.
Vve neea to ao wnat we can to enminate aog rigntung in tnis

country. No dog deserves to be bred to live an existence full of
agony and pain. You have an opportunity to change how
people who force dogs to engage in this activity are held
accountable. You have an opportunity to seek justice where
there currently is none. Aside from the dogs who fight think
about the bait dogs. They are helpless. All the dogs are helpless
who live this life. Do something to hold people accountable for
their actions. No animal should be abused. No animal should be
forced to fight. No one should make a profit off of this
detestable act.
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I hope one day we can abolish animal abuse of any kind. |
appreciate the ASPCA's actions against this unspeakable crime.

Dog fighting is a brutal existence for the poor dogs involved,
whether they are the fighters or the bait dogs. did you know
that dog fighters actually get submissive dogs for their fighters
to tear apart as practice for an event?! These are animals that
are stolen from yards, or adopted from shelters- someone's
pet!!What a horrifying existence. And the dogs bred for fighting
are not much better off: they live life on a chain, are beaten
regularly to make they tougher, are kept from animal and
human companionship, live their lives in fear. The people who
run these fights have no concern for the wellbeing of these
creatures, and can't even regard them as living, feeling, beings
who know pain, fear, and deserve to know love. These people
have no compassion or empathy and see the animals as a
means to make money. They need to be punished to the fullest
extent of the law, and that is still not enough. These are scary,
cruel, heartless people who need to pay severely for the pain
they cause. Please do all you can to assure they are punished as
harshly as possible. thank you.

There is no room for such barbaric practices of our beloved
dogs. Only stiffer penalties can curb these criminals!

Personally, | think that everyone involved in animal fighting,
including spectators, should be eliminated from the gene pool.

Animal fighting is a crime of violence and incredible cruelty. It
needs to be treated as a violent crime. Research shows that
animals abusers frequently also abuse humans. This is NOT a
victimless crime.

We need to make a statement that animal cruelty will NOT be
accepted in our society - if the laws and punishment were
stricter, animals would stand a much better chance at not being
subjected to any type of torture from humans - please make
the punishment fit the crime.
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As long as there are people that simply do not care, or use the
pain and suffering of helpless animals for their sick
entertainment, we must be their voice, we must stand up for
them, we must be the advocate for those who have no voice,
and are helpless to defend themselves.

No animal should be bread to fight for any reason!

It time to stop animal fighting!!

Animal fighting is awful and depraved. Studies show it often
leads to crimes against humans. Act now and make penalties
more severe.

Ihis practice is beyond obscene. Anyone tound guilty ot
organizing, betting, training animals or in any way facilitate
these cruelties should be penalized as if these animals were
human. The law describes animals as property and the
penalties for animal abuse are are a joke. We are the guardians
of this earth and it is truly sad the way we defend these
animals.

THEY SHOULD ALL GET THE MAXIMUM PRISON SENTENCE IF
FOUND GUILTY. OTHERWISE IT'S A PUNISHMENT THEY ARE NOT
AFRAID OF AND THEREFORE NOT A DETERENT.

As I'm sure you are now aware, animal fighting is a horrible
crime and those convicted of it do not receive sufficient
punishment for it after one considers what they take from the
animals involved. And the cruelty is not limited to the confines
of the ring. As you know, the abuse and torment begin long
before a fighting dog sees the ring. The training process
involves depravation, physical and psychological "shaping" as
well as dogs tearing apart dogs and other animals. The humans
involved in training the dogs as well as those who watch and
bet on the "contests" are vile, despicable people and deserve a
serious wakeup call -- not a slap on the wrist -- for the terror,
pain, and death they inflict on the creatures left in their charge.
And for those who would bring a minor to such a display and/or
knowingly or unknowingly allow a minor to witness either the
training or the fighting, or who would knowingly or
unknowingly describe those aspects for the hearing or
overhearing of a minor, well that deserves its own very special
punishment, up to and including the removal of that minor
from the household if a parent were involved.
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Dogfighting is barbaric and inhumane, these poor dogs suffer
and only want to love and be loved, if you've never owned a pit
bull then you have no clue what they are like as family
members

Please do the right thing to stop these senseless, cruel, mean
spirited acts. All animals deserve to be treated with love and
respect.

Please stop animal fighting, it's abusive. How would you like it if
you were a fighter and had to fend for yourself.

This needs to stop. Can't do this to humans should be strong

punishment for this too
Animals should not be raised to tight, this is a human act ot

entertainment using a living creature. Most dogs, if not killed,
are severely injured and maimed. Dogs that are bred to fight
are kept in deplorable conditions. Our laws need to discourage
this human activity if it means longer prison sentences. Please
help save animals from this barbaric activity and punish those
who do this.

| am a Pitbull owner and my animals are such beautiful and
wonderful pets. No animal, no matter what type or breed
should ever be abused. | completely believe that the
punishment should fit the crime.
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I am a animal lover and | don't like it when they are being
treated like they don't have feelings | wish | could help safe the
lives of the pit bull and make their name better cause they are
not a mean breed they are one of the most loyal dogs there is

The torture and murder of dogs for profit has no place in a
civilized society. We are counting on you to amend the animal
fighting guidelines to ensure that criminals receive the
maximum sentence allowable for their illegal dog fighting
activities and horrific abuse of dogs.

| urge you to please pass the amendment with the hopes that if
people know there is a stiff penalty for dog fighting, they won't
do it and spare many innocent dogs a horrific life. Thank you.

Those that hurt innocent animals and others that can't defend
themselves are cowards and need to receive appropriate
punishment! We must continue to speak for those that have no
voice! The cruelest and most dangerous beings on earth--
HUMANS!

IT IS alarming to KNow all the cases are happening in our
communities. | have dogs and they make my day and life happy
and happier! As all of us know, they are harmless and unable to
defend in cases of abuse and mistreatment, please help all of
us to protect them! We need safe communities and those
people who make a living out of innocent animals must be
aware that it is a crime and all of us reject those barbaric
actions! Thanks so much! | hope the best for our loved furry
friends/family!
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We need to move the country away from barbarism and take a
stand for civility.

It is completely outrages that these people are getting away
with making money off the death of innocent animals. We need

much more strict sentencing in these cases.
| would appreciate it very much if you would consider

supporting the maximum penalty required to punish those
guilty of these horrific crimes by passing this amendment. By
doing this, animals such as dogs would be more protected and
justice would be served for them. Thank you for your time and

attention at addressing this issue.
It troubles me to see that we retuse to crack down on animal

cruelty even when it would be so easy. Sometimes a refusal to
act can be a tacit approval of reprehensible conduct. As a
society we should be doing everything we can to condemn
cruelty rather than seemingly condoning it.We need to be
sending a strong message that animal fighting as well as other
forms of animal abuse is a serious crime.

Dog fighting is a super, awful and serious crime and has to be
cracked down on asap. Too many sick people get away with the
involvement they have in promoting this death trap and it has
to stop and sentencing has to get tougher by the day. The poor
animals trapped in this fight battle cannot protect themselves -
it is up to ALL of us to to be aware and report it immediately
and get the U.S. Sentencing Commission to prosecute to the
fully and the worse way after what those dogs go through!!

Stop this awful behavior. It's atrocious. Animals are innocent
and provide so much happiness to so many people.

| wish the people who commit these horrible crimes would get
more time than 5 years!! Along with huge fines!! And NO time
off for good behavior!! Save the innocent dogs/animals!
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The greatness of a nation can be judged by the way its animals
are treated. - Mohandas Gandhi

Please get the maximum sentencing information to every
person who has the job of sentencing criminals. Dog fighting is
horrific. People who participate in the cruelty belong behind
bars!!! And five years is not even long enough. They are
murderers!!!!

This is so important for our country. We are a dog loving
country and having an amendment to animal fighting guidelines
is critical. Remember: Dog is God spelled backwards!!!! Well |
appreciate your listening to my opinion. Thank you for your
service.

Put an end to dog fighting and establish strict guidelines for all
involved personnel to the fullest extent of the law.

America needs to be Great. Be the great country it was when |
was born back in 1947. We need to be the ethical leaders in
ending cruelty to animals. This is a major start. Tell the world
we will not tolerate dog/animal fighting. It is barbaric and we
are not a barbaric country. Allowing cruelty to animals tells the
world we are a barbaric country.

Animal fighting should be punished severely. | also believe an
animal abuse register should be established. Please help our
animals!
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It really is past time to put an end to this disgusting, barbaric,
inhumane practice. We're better than this.

There is so much to say! Let's stop these dog fighting rings! The
higher the penalty, and harder time! Let no animal be abused
again! EVER!

The "blood sport" of dog fighting has no place in our society,
and the people who force defenseless animals to fight, and
profit from it, are criminals who should be consistently given
the maximum possible sentence. Thank you for your support of
the amendment to the animal fighting guidelines.

INe NOrrITIC crueity or dogrignting needs to be more severely
punished. It is not a positive reflection of our society's values
that torture and sadistic cruelty inflicted on completely helpless
beings too often ends with a pathetically light sentence.
Sentencing seems to reveal a flippant disregard for suffering.
This is not the kind of society most Americans want to live in.
Sentencing needs to mirror our society's decency and
knowledge that wanton cruelty to animals is not tolerated in a
civilized nation.

Please let abusers know that their cruelty will be punished
severely.

Dog fighting should be considered felony and be proscuted as
such! But the judges also need to enforce the laws!

Stop the animal fighting please these people should pay for
their crime,please commissioner do something for these poor
animals who cannot speak for themselves or help themselves
we have to do it for them

Please, lets take this chance to help stop this cruel practice.
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In my opinion, 5 years should be a minimum, not a maximum.

This is a barbaric activity that should be outlawed in civilized
society.

Please put these people away for along time, Making sure they
are placed in a prison cell with people who love and fight for
animal rights.

Please stop animal fighting. We would never make children
fight to live why allow people to make animals who can not
choose for themselves.

Anyone who hurt a animal will hurt a human,these people
belong in jail,and do unto them as they did to the aminals.
Linda weinle

Please help stop cruelty to all living creatures big or small.
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your support.
The animals need strong laws and enforcement of these laws
with the maximum prison sentence to let all who intend to try
or do these barbaric acts know there will be a stiff penalty to
pay for committing these crimes.
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If only we can push the abusers the same way they abuse these
wonderful creatures.

Dot tighting 1s not only a crime, but it Is an exterely cruel,
barbarous act. Animals are tortured and forced to kill each
other, just for the amusement of some vicious sadists. If
anything, five years imprisonment is too mild a sentence for
such extreme cruelty. Please make sure dog fighting is treated
as the terrible crime that it is, and punished as such. Sincerely,
Robert Graber, Ph.D. Associate Professor of Finance University
of Arkansas - Monticello

animal fighting is not a joke. it is a crime that should be
seriously punished by the law. Criminals who participate in this
outrageous act of animal cruelty should be convicted and
receive a serious sentence to jail time, because it harms the
animal, and could result in the animal's death.

| HAVE WITNESSED DOGS AFTER A FIGHT AND YES WE NEED
THE STRICTEST OF THE STRICT LAWS. THESE ANIMALS CAN NOT
SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES SO WE MUST. K. L. L.

vear LOmmISSIONers, | Write To tnank you Tor consiaering an
amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5
years prescribed by Congress in 2008. Federal judges defer to
the sentencing guidelines when faced with unfamiliar crimes
like dog fighting so your action is critical to ensure that these
crimes are sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible. Thank you very much for your consideration of this
important issue.
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dog fighting we all would love it to stop . All this Brutal evil
vicious blood sport needs to come to an end all together. Every
day dogs are the brute of this blood sport. Every day they are
subjected to this either as a bait or full dead on fight between
the two or evermore are thrown into a ring of DEATH ! It
happens everyday for what ? | tell you what. For money, greed,
selfishness, cruelty, to watch two innocent animals tear each
other apart. | am majority and their voice i work with all
animals i have seen heartache,torture,neglect,cruelty all in
general and then some. You probably are asking how can you
see all this in person? | to save animals i work for a 6 team
veterinary and staff and no kill rescues. | did work with rescues
in California 2 of them for years. Then i decided to move back
to Arizona where i am from. And i continue to reach out to this
very day and always will. | am here to help and educate, and be
their voice to the day i die. | made that promise to my family
and friends across the world.The reason i say world i am just
one of thousands that has a very loud voice. All my animals
have been rescues. And i also made that promise to always
rescue. | have seen a lot in person and online. When i heard
what Micheal Vick had done i was and still am livid about his
actions. He should have never gotten out on good behavior
quote and unquote ! That right there is BS! He is not reformed i
do not believe that at all. In my eyes once convicted a murderer
will always be one. Do the crime do the punishment for good.
He should have never been let go. | don't give a rats ass who
you are. Every person that is involved in this Brutal Heinous act
of evil should never be let go for good behavior like i don't care
who you are! Anyone that involved it does not matter if you are
spectator or who is doing the fighting of these beautiful
animals! And yes with the right rehabilitation of these beautiful
| cannot believe that this kind of cruelty is ignored and that the
people who do it just get away with it. | fail to see any
entertainment in watching dogs fighting and | don't know which
is worse, the people putting on fights or the ones watching it. It
is a sickening heinous crimes that has gone on long enough and
needs to stop.

Cruelty to these poor animals should result in Prison time!! 20
years
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IT IS Criminal wnat nappens In dog TIgNTing rings ana puppy
mills. | suggest that offenders should 1. Be treated as they
treated the animals including the chains and the whole nine
yards.Theyshould have to fight for their life just as these
unfortunate animals have to. Survivors should be incarcerated
at least ten years in the worst prison in this country. Puppy mill
owers get to take a turn of living in horrible conditions,same as
their unfortunate animals, cages are not a fun place.Animal
cruelty should become a felony! The sooner this becomes a
law, The Better.

Animal fighting is barbaric and the people promoting it should
receive sentences commensurate with barbaric acts!

Cruelty such as this, has no bounds and no acceptable place in a
civilized society.

It is a horrendous crime to use innocent helpless animals for
fighting to make $$$. Animals (dogs) are born gentle and loving,
yes they are socialized by upstanding owners - decent folks. Yes
they will protect the owners and property. | believe all life in
connected. See DNA etc. We exploit and have used dogs in war,
but | am a member of an organization that trains dogs as multi-
task helpers for kids, veterans and anyone with various
disabilities. We are helping prisoners learn to work with dogs.
Anyone involved in dog fighting needs severe punishment.
thank you for taking this up.

This is a barbarous practice; it should be completely outlawed.
We have no right to condemn our helpless animal friends to
this hellish life, all this pain and suffering!!!

Animal Fighting is one of the most cruel forms of abuse-Laws
and Sentencing need to reflect this fact. It is often a means by
which those who are involved in other illegal activities fund
their crimes. Please make the Humane decision to have the
Punishment Fit The Crime.

Please stop fighting of animals. It is cruel and not necessary.
Make it a crime punish by law.
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IT should be @ mINIMUM/manaatory sentence oT 5 years in
prison without the possibility of parole and increasing the
sentence depending on the severity of the abuse! They should
be put onto a national recognizing animal fighting list so the
person can no longer purchase or adopt an animal from a
shelter or humane society program! EVER! A Life Ban! If the
punishment is not severe enough then the persons responsible
will not take the sentence serious and continue to commit the
crime of animal fighting.

Please be sure this horrible act is treated as the crime it is and
those who participate are punished.

Please do the right thing..thank you

Animal fighting is one of the worst kinds of animal abuse. These
people need to be treated the same as they treat animals - like
garbage.

This is a horrible form of animal cruelty! The unspeakable
things they do to these dogs! We need harsher punishments for
these people because to be able to sit and watch and inflict so
much pain on a living thing. . . Only someone without a soul
could do that.

I have been a dog lover all my life and the thought of animals
being forced to fight and kill for amusement sickens me. Please
do all you can to make sure this horrible practice stops for
good. thank you
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The courts need to send the strongest message possible that
this will not be tolerated by our society at large. Increase the
penalties AND impose them in EVERY case.

Sponsorship of Animal Fighting is a heinous Crime and
Punishments should Match the Crimes committed !!!

STOP dog fighting

Please have criminals who abuse and kill animals be sentenced
to reasonable prison time to both get them away from their
activities and to send a message to other abusers that they will
go to jail. Dog fighting promotes violence and inflicts horrific
pain and suffering to defenseless animals. Help the courts send
a message to those who choose to abuse animals for their own
sadistic joy and profit.

This barbaric practice should Not be allowed to occur in any
civilized society, much less the United States. Our Constitution,
our Bill of Rights provide its citizens of the right to live without
horrors, live without pain, and certainly Not Slavery. Doesn't
this apply to the "other" American citizens who were born here,
live here, and have proven themselves in so many ways that
they have been called heroes and have received the highest of
honors usually reserved for humans only? Why are these non-
human citizens being ignored and considered "below" us? They
deserve our protection, they deserve official recognition, and
do not deserve the Hell they are being forced to endure, plus
the label of "property". Living, sentient beings are NOT
"property". | BEG that you do the right thing.

Any kind of animal fighting has no place in a civilized society.
Who in their right mind would want to see such things? Please
make sure the penalties for animal fighting are severe. It is a
hideous and barbaric way to make money. Not to mention,
other crimes are also common at these events, such as drug
dealing, gambling, and exposing children to these atrocities.

Thank you for doing the right thing.

Please help deter the suffering of helpless animals at the hands
of obviously heartless individuals!
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THIS IS AT THE TOP FOR ANIMAL CRUELTY. PLEASE MAKE THIS
ALSO AT THE TOP FOR JAIL TIME.

these cowards should get the longest jail time possible, M.Vick
should still be in jail or donating his entire pay to end dog
fighting.

SC needs stronger punishment for animal abuse

Please stop the brutality of animal fighting. They were meant to
be loving companions and provide loyal, caring and passion to
their owners. They are in our hands to protect them. Please
stop this and please make the sentence as serious as you can to
set an example for others out there that may not listen or care.
WE love our pets, and they love and care for us. These evil
people deserve punishment. Thank you.

These people are criminals. They should serve jail time, and not
just for a few months. We have to stand up for these innocent
loving creatures against these greedy barbarians.

If you have the leeway to do so, | would urge you to expand the
sentence length to 10 years as | believe this is a more
reasonable length of time to fit such a heinous crime. Thank
you.
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I think if congresspeople, judges and other persons involved in
the government, saw first hand what these animals are
subjected to, they might be more proactive about
strengthening laws and punishment for abusers. It is too easy
to listen to a story about the horrors of dog fighting and then
turn away and forget it. Dog fighting involves countless other
crimes committed against society as well as against dogs who
are forced into this miserable painful life. | urge all legislators to
move forward on this amendment for a positive result.

Premeditated animal tighting is no ditterent than torture.
Individuals in society who force imprisoned animals to fight or
die are criminals and are a danger to both animals and humans
alike. They are causing great suffering to animals, who deserve
protection under our laws. We should encourage compassion
toward animals, and severely punish those who harm them in
any way.

END ALL DOG FIGHTING FOREVER!

This dog tighting is outrageous! Man's best triend is being
treated like the poor bulls, greyhounds and other animals in a
SPORT! What kind of sport is this? They fight till they die and no
one pays attention to them inbetween this horrific fights. No
love, no shelter, scant food. This has to stop. It is inhumane and
boggles my senses. Have the decency to stop this incredibly
cruel fighting.

| encourage the U.S. Sentencing Commission to amend the
animal fighting sentencing guidelines to reflect the seriousness

of this crime and affirm the brutality of animal fighting.
IT IS @STONISNING TNAT People St Partcipate In sucn an unkina,

inhuman, and destructive acts. What could possibly be
enjoyable about watching and betting on animals to rip each
other apart. Don't even want to get starting on profiting from
this morbid racket. In addition, the fact that dogs of the terrier,
shepherd, and mastiff breeds get bad raps for being vicious. |
can tell you that | have had the pleasure of knowing some of
the best dogs from these breeds; trusting, loving, and family
oriented. Please stop this injustice to our innocent, defenseless
animals.

This should be done now, not later. More will be hurt the
longer you wait.
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A nation is judged by how it treats those without a voice. These
cruel people must be stopped. We cannot let this barbarism
continue in our nation. Harsher sentences and make them
stick!

No living animal (or human) should have to live like that!!! That
is only existing not living & it isn't even a decent existence.....
Pitting innocent animals against each other is such a heinous
crime. Offenders should be sent a strong message via the court
system.

What joy can one get from watching an animal suffer or fight to
the death. This should be introduced on a felony level. Please
give this law your undivided attention, thank you.

Please use all channels necessary to crack down on animal
fighting. Update guidelines to include a 15 year maximum
sentence for animal fighting. Thank you.

The Punishment Should Fit the Crime: U.S. Sentencing
Commission -- Crack Down on Animal Fighting

These animals have been tortured long enough! They are every
bit as intelligent as you are! Would you like to be forced into a
game of life and death? Yeah. | knew you'd say that.

Animal fighting needs to have stronger sentences. People who
participate in these heinous crimes need to know that the law
and the nation will not stand for these despicable actions.
Please considering amending these guidelines.

This is a nasty, brutal, vicious crime that should be heavily
punished whether it's dog or cock or anything else fighting.
People who dog fighting in any way are dangerous to all of us.
Lock them up.
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This is a no brainer, absolutely they should be punished.
Animals can not defend their selves so we have to and that
means 5 years if not more. It makes me sick that we have to
second guess this to vote on this.

Please use all channels necessary to crack down on animal
fighting. Update guidelines to include a 15 year maximum
sentence for animal fighting. Thank you.

The FBI has now classitied animal abuse & cruelty as a Top Tier
Felony just like arson or murder. These abusers need to be held
accountable for the torture they have inflicted on these animals
without exception. The sentences have been far too lenient far
too long. It's time to crack down on those who choose to treat
animals so horribly.

Dogs are very forgiving creatures and deserve to be treated
kindly. Money hungry creatures deserve more severe

punishment, not a loss of money!
vear LOmmISSIONers, 1 Write T0 tTNank you Tor consiaering an

amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5
years prescribed by Congress in 2008. Federal judges defer to
the sentencing guidelines when faced with unfamiliar crimes
like dog fighting so your action is critical to ensure that these
crimes are sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible. Thank you very much for your consideration of this
important issue.

No animal should have to live this way.

If we are to consider ourselves a civilized nation, we must deal
harshly with inhumane forms of "entertainment”. Please make
the punishment for these barbaric crimes strong enough ro
REALLY deter animal fighting. Mahalo.

This should already be in place.
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vear LOmmISSIONers, | Write To tNank you Tor consiaering an
amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5
years prescribed by Congress in 2008. Federal judges defer to
the sentencing guidelines when faced with unfamiliar crimes
like dog fighting so your action is critical to ensure that these
crimes are sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible. Thank you very much for your consideration of this
important issue.

Robin Phillips

Over 8 yrs ago, | observed a video on YouTube uncovering the
nature of dog fighting and for days afterwards, my stomach felt
upside down. Couldn't even eat due to what | saw. Not just the
act of being subjecting to such violence but it was also the
mentalities of the "humans" which made me nauseous. Since
then, yes, the topic in which I'm passionate about putting to an
end, has been more in the media spotlight and laws/penalties
have indeed been established. This request from myself along
with many other civilized minds may seem to give the
impression of "never enough" but honestly it will only appear
as such till this senseless act of sadism is given the penalties it
truly requires to get the point across. I've never meet a mean,
vicious dog but than again, | choose my friends wisely.
Hopefully, one day, if non human animals still can't be viewed
as equal, than maybe close to equal. Studies have already
proven that when one starts inflicting pain towards our
voiceless, they feel comfortable enough to move on to humans.
Thank you in advanced for your time, Randy J. Oakes
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We need to get serious about animal fighting. Often, animal
cruelty is linked to psychopathic behavior. This can lead to
torture and cruelty to humans. This practice demands we
prosecute those involved (including those who watch) to the
maximin sentence allowed and given treatment.

The laws r not stricter on animals fighter they get no time and
shouldn't be allow to have a animal their natural born life and
they need to put them on a offender list for animal abuse and
do back ground for animals being put in new home u be suspise
on what u see about animal abuser

Such cruel behavior must warrant the punishment it
deserves!!!

I teel it ANYONE abuses or is uses animals in tighting should do
time for the life of the animal. If a dog is used in dog fighting,
then that dog would have lived for about 16 years. Then the
sentencing should be the same 16 yrs. It is only fair. And if
there is more then one animal 32 yrs. etc. And if the animal is
injured from fighting, then do rest of the time of the dog yrs.
And pay for all the Vet bills.

Dogfighting is a barbaric activity which causes incredible
suffering for dogs. It is vital that the sentence for these crimes
aids in eliminating the activity and properly punishes those who
engage in it.

So sad. | can't even believe it's true.

Dog fighting is inhumane - please help make the laws fit the
crime.

Dog fighting is the worst of the worst for our beautiful dog
friends. They will fight to the death to do as their human wants.
So please send them away for at least 5 years and prevent
them from owning any animal until we are sure they have
learned to respect animals!

Individuals who abuse dogs deserve the maximum prison
sentence. Dean McCormick
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Please help stop this terrible anise, and make sure the
perpetrators are punished severely.

Be kind to dumb animals. God's will be done, | pray. Bob Cash

Animal fighting is a terrible cruelty and despicable crime. The
punishment should be equally harsh.

To me, it is immoral , unethical and unconscionable to make
animals fight each other! | urge you to update the guidelines to
better reflect the penalties of what | consider a true crime:
pitting one animal against another. We must be the voice for
these animals!

Animal fighting is a barbaric, completely unnecessary, and
disgusting form of entertainment that should be abolished.
Humans can choose to fight if they wish, but animals should not
be beaten, abused, and forced into this this appalling practice!
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A local news reporter talked to an ex-dog fighter who revealed
that the local cops/authorities know where these activities are
occurring but that too many wealthy city patrons are involved -
hence, the abuse continues and no effective busts! This is
disgusting. We need zero tolerance for all involved- the wealthy
who bet on the dogs are as guilty as anyone else - we need to
expose and humiliate them publicly - this is the only way to
deter people from getting involved with this horrid, sick form of
"entertainment".

THIS AMENDMENT NEEDS TO PASS QUICKLY. NEED TO START
LETTING IDOTS, SPEND TIME IN JAIL FOR THEIR SUTPIDTY.

NO DOGS SHOULD BE TREATED AS THE ONES WE KEEP
READING OR WATCH ON THE INTERNET AND T.V.THESE PEOPLE
ALWAYS GET A SLAP ON THE WRIST.THE PENALTIES SHOULD BE
MORE SEVERE. HOW ABOUT FINES UP TO TEN THOUSAND
DOLLARS,FOR AN FIRST OFFENSE.THEY SHOULD ALSO BE
SENTENCED TO WORK IN A ANIMAL SHELTER FOR ONE WEEK.
THEY WILL WITNESS FIRST HAND ABOUT LIFE WITH
DOGS.FEEDING THEM,PICKING UP THEIR DROPPINGS,CLEANING
CAGES,PROVIDING THEM WITH FOOD AND WATER. MAYBE
AFTER WATCHING ONE OR TWO DOGS DIE IN FRONT OF HIM.
HE WILL WITNESS AND EXPERIENCE GRIEF AND EMPATHY FOR
THE VERY FIRST TIME. HE WILL UNDERSTAND THAT EVERY LIFE
IS SACRED UNDER GOD'S EYES.HOWEVER LARGE OR
SMALL.DOG OR CAT AND NUMEROUS OTHER
CREATURES.HOPEFULLY AFTER THIS EXPERIENCE HE WILL A
CHANGED MAN AND GO OUT AND ADVOCATE FOR THE ASPCA
OR OTHER NOTABLE AGENCY.WE CAN ONLY HOPE THAT NO
PERSON EVER, SUBJECTS ANY ANIMAL TO THIS CRUELTY. DOGS
AND CATS ARE ALL GOD'S CREATURES. GOD BLESS
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Crack down & up the punishment on any type of animal

cruelty!!!
ILIS UIme Lo geL serious on wnis norripie crime. 1 1 were in

charge, I'd tie the people running the dog fight up and let the
dogs have a turn at them. If they like to watch violence, they
would have a close up view. However, | am not in charge, but
you are, so please make the punishment serious enough to
discourage others. After their sentence is up, the criminal
should have to work cleaning horse stalls or picking up after zoo
animals for a very long time and if they harm any of these
animals they are around, send them back to prison. | wouldn't
mind a shocking collar for them. Thank you, Judy W Poole West
Monroe, La

Dog fighting is a crime that should carry heavy sentences. Its
causing the breed to be banned and people who own the breed
legally to be discriminated against besides of course, the
torture of these beautiful animals. this needs to be stopped and
the criminals in my opinion to get the same as these animals,
torture. But | know that won't happen because innocent lives
are tortured way more than criminals and its sickening.

Please help these wonderful dogs who cannot help themselves.
The cruelties done to them are unspeakable. Then these dogs
are wrongly accused of being vicious, when it is the human who
has trained and tortured them!! The punishment MUST FIT THE
CRIME! These human torturers must pay for their cruelties!!!
We need to protect all of our animals from undue violent acts.
The people involved in this are self centered animals
themselves, and they don't care who or what they hurt. Make
the penalty severe, deter this behavior.
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| cannot believe that anyone -ANYONE - with a soul or an ounce
of conscience would not recognize animal brutality and dog
fighting as inherently evil and wrong. Please use your authority
and this opportunity to save lives and punish those who
perpetrate these crimes. | also hope that bringing attention to
this issue will educate the public on why dogfighting is wrong
and provide a means for improvement that will benefit both
dogs and humans. Please expand the law to allow for maximum
penalties to deter these cruel acts.

How can | bring awareness to the subject?

Please make sentence stronger; help innocent animals.
Anybody engaging in any way with dog fighting should be put in
a cage with 4 attack dogs. So they can feel the pain the poor
animals have been put thru.

It is well past time to put a stop to this barbaric practice.

Those who fight dogs need to be punished to the fullest extent

of the law.
vear LommIsSIoners, | Write T0 Thank you Tor considering an

amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5
years prescribed by Congress in 2008. Federal judges defer to
the sentencing guidelines when faced with unfamiliar crimes
like dog fighting so your action is critical to ensure that these
crimes are sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible. Thank you very much for your consideration of this
important issue.
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How does the saying go - the extent ot civilisation of a country
can be measured by how it treats its animals? Dogs have been
our companions since humans became human. We must send a
message to people who harm dogs, through dog-fighting
among other ways, that this is absolutely not acceptable
behaviour through laws and sentencing that reflect that
humane stance.

This is horrific! Participation in dog fighting in ANY way should
be subject to the harshest punishment possible. A life is a life.
These dogs have NO choice or protection. Maximum fines and
jail time should match the crimes.

This animal abuse MUST stop and punishment rendered to the
FULLEST extent of the law to ANYONE fighting ANY type of
animal "AND" spectators....... this is the ONLY way to try and
stop this horror. HOW could a federal judge NOT know about
dogfighting........ if they don't, then they don't deserve to be a
judge.

Please support the amendment to increase prison time for this
horrific crime.

End animal fighting and enforce stronger sentences for animal
cruelty.

Animals are people too, and forcing them into a life of
dogfighting is no more humane or becoming of ourselves than
human trafficking. Everyone, including animals, have the right
to dignity and the right to live. They feel and suffer just as we
do. So | urge you to decisively expand whatever measures
necessary to ensure sure barbaric and savage acts towards
animals cannot be allowed to repeat. They will not be tolerated
as a norm in a society that knows much better.
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Try to envision an animal who MUST fight to the point of
exhaustion, to defend himself to survive, and then if he survives
his deep, painful wounds,is to do this again and again, if he is
not killed the next time. These animals are victims of hellacious
abuse by people who know better, but care nothing at all about
their savage forcing of dogfighting. We are human beings in
charge of caring for our animals by providing them with good
care and safety. There is but a small step between this heinous
treatment and disregard for life; any life! These animals die
painfully but are in misery until they do. What is any good in
this? Please protect them. These people need to be stopped!

YES, please amend the animal fighting guidelines 2015/2016.
these people should receive more than a five year sentence,for
this terrible crime that they are commiting against all animals.
the people that watch animal fighting should be punished also.

Please punish evil dogfighters to the maximum extent of the
law. No reduced sentences

Personally, | consider 5 years much too light of a sentence. The
absolute minimum should be 5 years, and it should increase to
at least twice that for a maximum. Those who participate in
such sadism are a violent, criminal menace to ordinary citizens.
Protect us all by amending these guidelines.

We need to be the shepards of the most helpless. No animal
should suffer the indignity of being thought of as nothing.

What is wrong with you people, why are you allowing animals
to be abused the way they are... just because a animal cannot
talk they still feel pain. How would you like to go hungry or be
beat..Good lord people stop this
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Myself | would have these so called people put into a pit and be
made to fight with another person.I do believe it is a eye for a
eye....| do not recognize these people as humans that get there
entertainment from this kind of suffering. They are garbage and
can only be described in this way.So | can only pray that the
ASPCA will and can control this. Much stronger punishment is
Needed...not just a find or a warning it needs hard time with a
bunch of prisoners that do care about these animals..

Please strengthen the penalties and sentences for Dog Fighting.

| have a very easy way for the punishment to fit the crime...just
like on drug busts start apprehending all vehicle , property
anything in the pleace where dogs fight ,or any other animal
fight are being conducted

Crimes against innocent animals are some of the worst possible
crimes and should be punished accordingly!

Please take action so that the horrific nature of dog-fighting
and the terrible torture of innocent animals is not lost or
minimized with a conviction and sentence that does not set an
example or is not considered a deterrent to these awful human
beings!

This is an issue that needs to be more well-known. Helpless
dogs are forced into a life of aggression and cruelty for survival.
| love my dogs and want other dogs to receive that love, not
abuse.

| feel very sorry for those poor dogs that have to put their own
live on the line for these mean people that force them to fight
for money and make them rich wathing those poor dogs do
their dirty work. | would like to put them in a cage and have
them beat up.

Way to go
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5 Yrs Hell it should be death penalty cus if two dogs fight then
one is going die so put all animal abuser and dog fighter put
them on death row and kill them

Dog fighting is ridiculous, and should be punished to the fullest.
Please stand up for the animals that can't stand up for
themselves.

We need to do all we can to stop this from happening!
Please take steps needed to abolish horrendous and cruel
animal fighting. With Regards, Susan Hannon

So many people in this country think that we are a guiding light
for the rest of the world. Well, let's prove it.

People who willingly hurt innocent beings are psychopaths.
These people should be punished, and stopped.

This is a horrible "business" that draws in the lowest dregs of
society, wounding and killing many innocent animals for profit
and it has no place in a humane world for which we are striving.

Torture, deliberate cruelty and horrific negligence on the part

of " humans" MUST be punished to the fullest extent of the law.
Dear Sirs and IViadams, Please stand up and help punish evil

people who participate in dog fighting. The laws need to be
severe with severe punishments. It's a joke evil people getting
away with this horrible acts against dogs. Please do not be like
the NFL commissioner. Who sold out !! And let Michael Vick
playing football again. Pure stupid and evil. He was sorry
because he got caught. What a piece of sh*t. | ask | beg you.

Help these poor defense less creatures. LyLy
Truthtully, I don't think 5 years is enough. Dog fighting with the

intent of leaving another animal maimed or dead is unthinkable
to the majority of the population. The only people (if | should
call them that - | can think of a better description for them) who
would enjoy doing this to another animal (humans are included
in this
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It takes a very evil human being to participate or tacilitate dog
fighting. The way all animals involved are treated is beyond
inhumane and just plain disgusting. We are their only voice.
They are loving and loyal and would put their life on the line for
their humans at the drop of a dime. Please! We are their voice

so let's take that responsibility serious.

People who fight animals and the people who watch and bet on
animal fighting have absolutely no regard for life of any kind.
Animals feel pain and fear and for anyone to not only profit
from it but also enjoy it says a lot about those people. Please
help protect the innocent.

The persons participating in dog fighting have no cares or
concerns about the dogs only the money they can make by
having a superior dog. It is cruel not only to the fighting dogs
but to the bait dogs and small animals used in training the dogs.
Please update the guidelines to better reflect the maximum

prison sentence of 5 years as prescribed by Congress in 2008.
Inere Is NO excuse Tor Torcing animais 1o TIgNt. 1ne entre

industry from its inception is cruel, inhumane, exploitative and
vicious. | believe that everyone connected to committing this
crime should be punished severely and without mercy. It is
necessary to raise the sentencing and enforcement of the
criminal guidelines to the most rigorous possible. These
criminals are unable to care about innocent lives. Please
represent me, along with the vast majority of citizens, by
making the punishment for these offenders fit their outrageous
crimes against animals.

5 years should be the MINIMUM sentence. All animal cruelty
should have tougher penalties.

Please help these suffering VICTIMS ! They are living beings that
feel pain just as we do --- and they need us to protect them
from this cruel victimization ! We need accountability and to
deter these acts of cruelty ! Please help end their pain !
Sincerely, Mary Jane Hudec

This should be banned already. These are animals that are kind
and good to their owner until they put them for fighting other
dogs.
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This animal as any others have feelings. Let's show them that
humans can be better and be good to them. Help us to do the
right thing. thank.you.

The maximum should not be tive years that should be the
MINIMUM with the sky the limit no maximum. Lock them up
and throw away the key. Perhaps they should be put so far
back that they have to have air pumped to them and what a
shame if the pump happened to break. Those who abuse
animals are not people they are vermin and should be dealt
with as such!

Stop cruelty for fighting animals by huge punishments so it. will
no longer be worth it to them.

It is very important for all involved in animal fighting to be
sentenced to the maximum. Our laws must reflect such
punishment in order to protect animals. We are their only
voice.

It is such a horrific crime for these innocent animals. Certainly,
we as a nation should rise above and stop animal abuse. We
must protect the innocent and voiceless among us. Thank you
for helping to make this a reality.

Please let's make this a thing of the past, stop animal fighting.

Animal fighting needs to be punished to the fullest extent of
the law.

I would like to see anyone involved in animal fighting go to jail
for 20 yrs. This is just inhumane. Faye R. Bolton
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Unfortunately human are the most disstructive species on
earth. We can be extremely cruel. Dogs and cats just want to be
loved they really bring so much joy and happiness to us
humans. We should not tolerate this kind of what behavior
what so ever. We have to stop it now. Sincerely Kathleen Barry

IR B R O T D A R THR Ve R O P RGO I T LU o

BETTER START TO DOOOO MORE THAN CRACK DOWN ON
THESES SCUMB BAGS THAT ARE INVOLVED IN THESES DOG
FIGHTING RINGS AND OTHER THINGS THAT HAVE TO DO WITH
DOGS, ITS REALY REALY BIN MUCH MORE THAN A PROBLEM,
SOOO00 DOOOO THINGS TO INPROVE THESES PROBLEMS AND
MAKE IT STICK AND MAKE IT WORK,THROUGH THESES SCUM
BAGS IN JAIL FOR LIFE, AND MAKE IT STICK FOR LIFE, NOT JUST
SOME SLAP ON THE WRIST AND THEN LET THEM ALL
GOOOO,LKIE THEY DID NOTHING, WAKE UP AND DO THE JOB
RIGHT CAUSE IF YOU PEOPLE CANT OR WONT DOOOO THE JOB
THE WAY THAT IT SHOULD BE DONE RIGHT THEN | MYSELF
NEED A JOB, AND | WILL GET ACTION, YOU SEE | AM NOT
AFRAID TO STEP ON ANY ONES TOES AND OR ANY BODYS TOES
TO HAVE FAIR JUSTICE DONE, | KNOW | CAM DOOOO THE JOB
THE WAY IT SHOULD BE DONE IN A FAIR AND RIGHT WAY.

Dog fighting, and any other animal fighting events, are barbaric.
| cannot even imagine watching two animals tearing each other
to pieces in front of me. We need strong sentencing laws across
the country, handled consistently from one jurisdiction to
another.

It's a blood sport. People who define this as entertainment are
demented.

Personally | believe the prison sentence time should reflect the
severity of the crime. Some are so horrendous the person
should also be punished by doing to them exactly what the
person did to the animal - no matter what the crime was! After
that the person should spend a minimum of 10 years behind
bars with no chance of parole.

Dog fighting is a social violence promoter,that is a crime against
dogs,and against society.

Only the criminals who enable dog fighting profit - please help
stop this!
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This matter is extremely important to me. | want to be part of a
society in which unwarranted animal cruelty is not tolerated
and the perpetrators held fully accountable and punished
accordingly. Thank you for your attention to this critical issue.

| believe such heinous act demands a much bigger punishment.
No one is safe when such people are within us who can be so
cruel. Even if you are not an animal advocate and have no
compassion for animals, you would be at danger if such animal
torturers and murderers are nearby. Please keep adding to
punishment for such heartless acts that result in unbelievable
pain and suffering to most innocent creatures of God.

Please help stop animal fighting in the U.S.A,, this is a very cruel
and inhumane way to treat our precious animals and this
practice must finally come to a permanent end once and for all.
Sincerely, Eve Hladky

People who use animals for fighting, is just disgraceful! They
have no shame. Who would put an animal through that,
really... Lets make the punishment fit the crime. These people
need to know that what they are doing is a crime, and will not
be tolerated.

Dog fighting is a serious and brutal crime which should be
punished by the maximum sentence.

?The assumption that animals are without rights and the
illusion that our treatment of them has no moral significance is
a positively outrageous example of Western crudity and
barbarity. Universal compassion is the only guarantee of
morality.? ? Arthur Schopenhauer, The Basis of Morality

| believe it is our responsibility as human beings both to respect
and to protect the animals in our care. Animal fighting is a cruel
abdication of that responsibility, and the sentencing of
offenders should reflect the gravity of their offense.
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This is a brutal crime on animals and needs to be punishable by
law. Michael Vick got away with murder, animal abuse and
animal neglect and it wasnt right. these animals are living
breathing creatures with feelings and unconditional love.
Humans who mistreat and down right abuse them should be
thrown in jail and forgotten about.

Dog and cock fighting are brutal blood sports that only hurt the
animals! Greed causes the suffering the animals must endure!
Children often attend these cruel events which, in our opinion,
constitutes child abuse! Wagers are made on the outcome of
this vicious fights as well! We urge you to make the punishment
for these people, including the onlookers, as strong as possible!
Without it, we will not deter this horrid business that maims
and kills innocent dogs and chickens!

| doubt seriously that any penalties you are considering
comport with my opinion of what should be done with these
sick people. People who abuse animals are so deranged that
they should be put away permanently. Look at
http://www.takepart.com/article/2012/11/01/eye-eye-or-slap-
wrist-what-kind-punishments-should-animal-abusers-get if you
need more details. These people can't be fixed. They really
deserve the ultimate punishment.

Please help punish those who hurt the animals who cannot
speak for themselves.
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| feel that animal cruelty should be punishable for the
maximum punishment these animals have no voice so | will be
their voice all these animals want is love and affection and of
course food and water. What | would love to do is punish the
person the same way they did to the animal then maybe they
would think | hate people who hurt animals the thing that gets
me is that u the government don't care you think oh these are
just animals but if you are ever in a fire or someone tried to
come into your house they would protect you | was in a fire in
my apartment building sleeping when a fire broke out on the
first floor if not for my cat jumping on my chest and meowing
so loud | would have never known happy to say my family and
my cat made it out alive | guess he figured | saved his life from
the streets so he wanted to pay it foward

Please put an end to this brutal practice.

PLEASE, ALL DOMESTIC ANIMALS ARE TO BE LOVED AND
HONORED FOR THE UN SELFISH LOVE THEY GIVE EXPECTING
NOTHING BUT THE LOVE WE OWE THEM. WHY BEAT TORTURE
AND BE CRUEL TO ANIMALS THAT ARE SO TENDER AND GOD

The hellish abuse of animals in the world of dog fighting affects
more than the dogs forced to fight to the death, but the bait
animals as well. They are used in training the fighting dogs, and
are often torn apart, living in misery until they die. A fighting
animal who does perform well meets a gruesome death at the
hands of its owners. The people who attend these fights often
bring their children, who learn that it is alright to brutalize and
exploit animals for profit. The female dogs in their breeding
programs suffer horribly as they are fastened in "rape stands"
while males are allowed to repeatedly assault them. The people
who organize and profit from this barbaric cruelty are the
lowest levels of society, and will only be deterred by
punishment harsh enough to fit this detestable crime. Please,
make the strong and the punishment hard.
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It is essential that we have severe penalties for animal fighting.

If we have any hope of being a civil and humane society, we
must ensure that those without a voice have humans to protect
them. Dogs and cats are sentient beings, not property. Itis a
privilege to be a pet owner, to be their steward, their advocate.
Not everyone has the intestinal fortitude or emotional strength
to be a pet parent; not every human needs to or should be a
human parent and that is okay. No judgement on choice. What
we do need to judge are those who abuse animal. They must be
must be punished, fined and sentenced. We are their voice.

Animal cruelty disguised as sport must stop!
The Commonwealth ot Virginia has an exile law that states

'anyone caught with a firearm while committing a felony or
strong misdemeanor will go away for an additional 5 years'. It
should be that way if someone is dog fighting as well. If they
are if possession of a firearm, then tact on another 5 years to
their sentence as well. This would be mandatory with no
parole. Hence the EXILE.

Someone who has not seen the horrors ot this crime may not
have enough information & therefore compassion for these
defenseless, voiceless animals subjected to the cruelty &
horrors of fighting just for the pleasure & profit of so called
humans devoid of anything other than self-interest. Please help
these innocents by being their voice for stronger legislation to
end this abominable sport.

We absolutely must increase cost to the people that support
aniaml fighting to the point they stop. Thanks

PLEASE STOP ANIMAL FIGHTING!

Let the punishment fit the crime.
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1 SUIISdY UidL LHE Prime Sriouia rie e purisnimnernt you irndke
animals fight one another then you are to put their owners in
with the dogs and make them fight or maybe owner against
owner you know it's just it's just not right put him in jail
Lockeway the key it's not going to help | still say that the prime
should fit the punishment you make animals fight one another
then you are to put their owners in with the dogs and make
them fight or maybe owner against owner you know it's just it's
just not right put him in jail Lockeway the key it's not going to
help because when they get when they get out they'll just do it
again so you need to make the fines and the punishment more

stern
vear Lommissioners, | write to thank you Tor consiaering an

amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5
years prescribed by Congress in 2008. Federal judges defer to
the sentencing guidelines when faced with unfamiliar crimes
like dog fighting so your action is critical to ensure that these
crimes are sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible. Thank you very much for your consideration of this
important issue.

This practice to find sport in the deaths of innocent dogs that
would protect their owners TO THEIR DEATHS must be stopped.
They are our protectors and closest animals companions and
deserve better lives than to be made a sport while they give
their very lives!

Please consider a very severe punishment for this pathetic form
of entertainment. Sincerely, Johan Klep-Egge

Animal fighting is a horrible "sport". It is undoubtedly cruel,
mean and heartless. Animals don't have a choice when forced
to fight ... and always there is blood and pain and sometimes,
mercifully, death. Please recognize this practice for what it is:
inhumane and inexcusable. Please do all you can to ensure that
perpetrators are punished by imprisonment with a maximum
sentence and let us hope this works as some kind of deterrent.
It is up to you to speak for abused animals.
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CUIVIIVIIDOIUNERD (I VWRIIE-Z- 1 FANRKN-U--4-CUNDIVCRING
AN""AMENDMENT""-2-""THE ANIMAL FIGHTING GUIDELINES""-
N--UR-2015/2016""AMENDMENT CYCLE""| URGE-U--2-
"ACT!!"THIS CYCLE"-2-"UPDATE"--"THE GUIDELINES"-2-BETTER
REFLECT--""THE****MAXIMUM****""PRISON SENTENCE
OF{5}YEARS""!!1IPRESCRIBED BY"CONGRESS"-N-
2008'....FEDERAL JUDGES DEFER-2-"THE SENTENCING
GUIDELINES"WHEN FACED WITH UNFAMILIAR"CRIMES LIKE
DOG FIGHTING"SO-UR-"ACTION IS CRITICAL"-2-INSURE THAT
THESE"CRIMES"-R-"SENTENCED APPROPIATELY & DETERRED"AS

CONSIDERATION-2-THIS""URGENT MATTER""!!11..

We need to see these people that abuse animals, rather
fighting or burning alive like the article | just read about this
week and severeley punish them. Not a slap on the hand or
community service. Hard labor and jail with stiff fines. Or better
yet, release them to people like me that honestly could hang
them from the highest tree. | really don't think it would bother
me to do it to them. Such punks.

These cruely abused animals are depending on you to speak for
them, please act now!

We have a pit bull. She is the sweetest dog we ever had. The
thought of her being used for dog fighting would be sickening. |
would settle for 10 years. That is what they deserve.

Please send the message to animal abusers with your actions
that this behavior will receive stronger punishment. Frankly, |
think 5 years is too little time, but it's a start. Many of these
people already are or go on to abuse others, and participate in
violent crimes and/or gang activities. Thank you for your
support of this important legal matter.

Personally | do not think any length of prison time would be
sufficient. The people who commit these types of inhumane
acts should be put to death.

Please amend the dog fighting guidelines punishment to reflect
maximum. This is the only way to deter the torture of the
innocent animals by those subhumans using the animal for
their selfish monetary benefit. Its time to stand up for the
animal and NOT the animal abuser.
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As | assume you know, those who are cruel to animals often go
on to be violent toward people. Desensitizing children to
cruelty warps them for life. So even if you do not care about the
suffering of animals per se (which | cannot imagine, but . .), this
is a very important change for the sake of humans.

This is such a horrific crime and the punishment for those
promoting dog fighting should be as strict as possible. | adopted
a dog that was used as bait in a dog fighting ring and the abuse
he suffered was unbelievable. Please do what you can to stop
this.

Give the people who generate dog fighting the maximum
sentencing to let the other animal abusers know that kind of
violence on dogs is not acceptable, make them pay for their
crime. This really needs to stop for the poor animals sake.

The toughest punishment possible

Please outlaw this barbarously cruel pursuit. Thanks!

Crack down on and up the penality and punishment for any and
all animal cruelty & fighting!!!
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Dog fighting is an egregious "sport". It should be eliminated;
any person caught attending, or knowing the whereabouts of
dog fights & not notifying authorities, should be charged with a
heavy fine. As for the individual(or individuals) owning the
location of the fight, their fine should be astronomical.

Please pass this amendment to ensure that proper penalties
are given for this violent crime.

Please do the right thing to stop the brutality of animal fighting.
Create appropriate sentencing of this serious CRIME

Please amend federal animal fighting sentencing guidelines to
more accurately reflect the seriousness of this crime.

PLEASE stop this Now!!!

It is so very important to stop this animal abuse and suffering.
Please make sure these abusers pay for their crimes against
animals with the maximum prison sentence of 5 years.
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Animal fighting for pleasure and profits must become a felony
with the harshest penalties possible.

IT IS @ dIsgrace tnat peopie would nave tnese INnocent aogs
fighting in such horrible fights. They fight to death and if they
lose, the owner might kill them anyway. It should be a big crime
with jail time. Even for the people who bet on these dogs or
even for anybody who is there at the fight. These dogs don't
deserve this so please make it a high crime with lots of fines
and jail time for anybody who is involved with such a horrible
event. We can end dog fighting with only your help. Just
imagine if you were the dog. It's a horrible life, but together we
can end it! Thank you. Tara.

Thank you for your consideration. Personally | think the
Minimum should be 5 yrs. Dog fighting (any animal fighting) is
cruel and disgusting and those that have a financial gain or
even attend these fights should be sentenced to time in jail.
Thank you again for your consideration.

Dog-fighting is a vicious and cruel enterprise. It encourages
callousness in people and tortures innocent animals. They
deserve much better and should have our protection.

this is evil dogs deserve love and caring not killing and fighting
each other. The people who do this need life without parole
and a multimillion dollar fine.

Animal fighting is barbaric!!

Dog fighting is a vicious sport, and people who participate in
vicious sports where they themselves are not the fighters
should be in jail. Nobody has a right to put someone else in the
ring, including animals, and watch them rip each other apart.
This is a crime against life!

Adopt your best friend don't buy him.
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This horrific crime must end now!

Unlike many types of animal cruelty, animal fighting is accepted
-- even glamorized -- in certain U.S. subcultures. We must take
serious steps to eradicate this evil that degrades our society
and desensitizes human spectators and participants to violence
of all forms.

There needs to be, much stronger laws, to help protect Dogs,
against this horrible Dog fighting business! it's madness & it
needs to be stopped! These Dogs, don't deserve to be put in
that position! They deserve so much more better treatment
then this! Help END Dog Fighting! be their voice!

Please increase the penalty for animal fighting.

Animal fighting is as bad as if they beat the dogs themselves,
and peoe that watch or take part in anyway as criminal also and
all should have a stiff jail sentence and HUGE fine for this
action. Despicable people!!!

Dog tighting, any animal tighting, Is wrong in so many ways.
Haven't you ever loved a four legged family member so much
so that they were a part of the family? Would you let that
family member get torn to shreds just for your enjoyment?
Doubt it. Please stand up and be the voice of the less fortunate
who don't have loving parents to do right by them! Please crack
down on the evil humans who get pleasure out of hurting our
four legged family members!

This country needs to protect these dogs from this cruelty!!

Please take a real stand and make the punishment fit the crime.
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Please stop this illegal and inhumane practice! The criminals
who commit these crimes must be punished to the fullest
extent of the law.

This is a barbaric form of sports "entertainment" and the forced
suffering of innocent animals should be met with the same

punishment as human to human heinous crimes!
Inere nas aiso peen eviaence tnat ramily dogs nave peen stolen

and used as opening events in these dog fights. Imagine your
own family dog stolen and then placed in the ring with a vicious
brainwashed killer dog, to survive and most likely die to add to
the thrill of a horrible killing event. Man has had centuries to
purge himself of this lust for blood purchased at the cost of
innocent lives. Those who run these blood events should be
made aware that they will not get off. The animal fighting
guidelines must be put on the federal books so that sentencing
is no longer ambiguous!

Please strengthen the federal animal fighting sentencing
guidelines to more accurately reflect the seriousness of this
crime by amending them. This brutality must stop. Thank you.
Animal fighting, especially dog fighting, is a scourge we cannot
seem to erase in the US. Please act to update the sentencing
guidelines to 5 years. We need to do more to discourage
people from thinking animal is not a serious crime. Please help
animals who cannot defend themselves.

Mary K. Cross
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OUR FAMILY 4 LEGGED AND 2 LEGGED. THIS CRUELTY

TO ELIMINATE THIS. IF PEOPLE WISH TO SEE THIS SPORT THEN
THEY CAN WATCH WITH TV FOR 2 LEGGED ONES WHO DISPLAY
A CHOICE!! | AM NOT CRAZY ABOUT THAT EITHER BUT AT LEAST
WE 2 LEGGED ONES HAVE A CHOICE!!! THIS CRUELTY MUST BE
"ELIMINATED" AND YOU MUST BE "EXPEDIENT"!!!! WE HERE IN
CAMBRIA HEIGHTS NEW YORK WANT THIS BILL TO END THE
FIGHTING TO BE PUSHED THROUGH IMMEDIATELY. GOD BLESS
YOU WALK WITH CHRIST THESE ARE THE END TIMES AND LAST
DAYS CHRIST JESUS NEEDS A RELATIONSHIP WITH ALL OF US
GOD BLESS YOU AND THANK YOU

This sickening, horrific crime must end now.

Maybe we can finally see a difference if people who are
involved in animal fighting see that there are serious
consequences. For these horrible things that are being done for
enjoyment and profit, people deserve the maximum 5 year
prison sentence. Again, thank you for your your help.

In determining the sentences for animal fighting guidelines
please keep in mind a picture of one dog being torn apart by
other dogs not able to defend itself. Lying helpless on the
ground bleeding, wreathing in pain, while sicko people cheer at
the depravity of the aggressors ripping that poor bait dog into
pieces, dragged, thrown in the air, crying in pain, then death,
just for the pleasure of sicko people. There is more than one
Michael Vick out there and they need to be stopped with
harsher jail time. They should never own an animal of any kind.
In 2015 we adopted Gay been married but now another
concern with the Animal Fighting Should be Abolish. Like the
Philippines culture should be abolish about cooking dogs n cats.
This is barbaric in 2015 this should not been seen. Severe
sentences should be done! MN

Please raise the penalty for people who inflict pain and torture
on these helpless creatures.
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society is the way it treats its animals. Animal circuses of any
kind, cock-fights, and dog-fights all point to deeper problems
within the American soul. Those who torture animals are
criminals. Please sentence such perverts harshly to show
everyone what the US feels about this depravity. Even the
Chinese dog-meat festival at least kills the dogs . . . . Fighting
dogs who live through it can take no comfort at "winning" the
"privilege" to go at it again, and again, to the greater glory and
profit and pride of a group of sadistic, bloody, barbaric, chaw-
chomping, gun-toting, troglodytes ( who probably beat their

long time. Please.

Please act on this to let the perpetrators know their actions will
have real costs. Besides the dogs the abuse and mistreatment
of the dogs that they train to fight, there are other dogs used as
bait animals, it is brutal and inhumane. Please help to bring an
end to this. Thank you.

Animal fighting of any kind is horrendous and should have been
eliminated as soon as it started. The people who do this should
be punished to the full extent of the law. It my hope that those
responsible will be punished as much as possible!

Animal fighting is a very serious issue that needs to be dealt
with in a serious way, to protect the welfare of our animals. The
sentencing guidelines need to incorporate this maximum
increase to five years, which was passed by Congress back in
2008 as a result of the horrible Michael Vick dog fighting case.
Increased sentencing guidelines would help protect dogs from
the horrifying pain and suffering they go through as a result of
the awful activity of dog fighting. The brutality of dog fighting,
and the tremendous harm it does to our wonderful dog friends
must be reflected in the sentences handed down by judges in
these cases. Please add an amendment to reflect these
increased sentencing guidelines. Commissioners, thanks for
your consideration and action!

Please care. :)
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fighting and charged the same - assault, battery and abuse. It
teaches people and kids how to be cruel and abusive. It needs
to be stopped and the only way to do so is to make it a large
penalty and time in jail as for other felonies. "Are there other
concerns? Yes. Numerous law enforcement raids have
unearthed many disturbing facets of this illegal "sport." Young
children are sometimes present at the events, which can
promote insensitivity to animal suffering, enthusiasm for
violence, and disrespect for the law. lllegal gambling is the
norm at dogfights. Dog owners and spectators wager
thousands of dollars on their favorites. Firearms and other
weapons have been found at dogfights because of the large
amounts of cash present. Dogfighting has also been connected
to other kinds of violence?even homicide, according to
newspaper reports. In addition, illegal drugs are often sold and
used at dogfights. Why should dogfighting be a felony offense?
There are several compelling reasons. Because dogfighting
yields such large profits for participants, the minor penalties
associated with misdemeanor convictions are not a sufficient
deterrent. Dogfighters merely absorb these fines as part of the
cost of doing business. The cruelty inherent in dogfighting
should be punished by more than a slap on the wrist.
Dogfighting is not a spur-of-the-moment act; itis a
premeditated and cruel practice. Those involved in dogfighting
go to extensive lengths to avoid detection by law enforcement,
so investigations can be difficult, dangerous, and expensive.
Law enforcement officials are more inclined to investigate
dogfighting if it is a felony. As more states make dogfighting a
felony offense, those remaining states with low penalties will
become magnets for dogfighters. Do some states already have
felony laws? Yes. Dogfighting is a felony offense in all 50 states,

These little animals are God's creatures.
When we allow animals to tear each other apart for our
entertainment, WE are the animals.
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Dog fighting need to stop when any person or persons are
caught they should spend jail time. This is animal abuse
Congress needs to step up in behalf of our animal. We also
need stronger laws on neutering and spaying your animals.
Stop puppy mills!!

Dog fighters need to be punished severely. Their property
where these fights occur should also be subject to forfeiture.

The law needs to be strengthed/implemented by maximizing
prison sentences for dog fighting crimes. With higher penalties
"enforced" this will help curb future animal fighting crimes.

Learn what this crime against involves and then make a
decision or better yet go to a dog fight and then make a
decision. These poor animals do not have a voice but | do and
you must stop the cruelety to animals.This is a horrendous
crime to animals and it must have a sentence that is befitting
the crime, in hopes that it will stop all of thie animal cruelty.

| AM BEGGING THE FEDERAL JUDGES & ALL OF THE
LEGISLATORS/LAWMAKERS TO FORM TOUGHER LAWS FOR
CRIMINALS REGARDING DOG (ALL ANIMAL) FIGHTING. THIS IS A
HORRENDOUS CRIME & THE ANIMALS NEED OUR HELP TO
PROTECT THEM & TO FIGHT FOR THEM. GIVE MORE JAIL TIME

No animal should have to fight for their life at the hands of two
legged animals (humans).
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Animal Abuse and Dog Fighting is cruel and does not receive
enough publicity, or enough to deter it by lax laws and
punishments. These crimes are hand in hand parts of other
criminal activity and promoted for easy money by criminals and
those who would impart criminal acts and evil unto others. It is
cruel abuse and torture to line the pockets of criminals with
illegal funds. If someone would do some of the evil that is done
to dogs and other domestic pet animals, they will have NO
issues in visiting the same evils upon their fellow man if it will
make them any easy, illegal gain. You may not be able to deter
the evil, maligned intent in some men's hearts, but at least you
can make it much more difficult, or not worth the risk to do this
bit of evil in dog fighting, by making the penalty much more
severe and more easily enforced by Judges.

Its inhunane to let animals tear each other apart to entertain
sick hunan beings!

The only way this cruel practice will be stopped is by harsher
punishment! These poor animals deserve better treatment and
protection!

people that are this cold and callous need to be punished to the
maximum extent possible as a deterrent to this horrific crime.

We must speak for those who cannot speak for themselves and
protect them as much as possible.
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I hope you will sign this. Just keep in mind that these animals
have feelings,and not all of them want to fight. They are
fighting for their lives. Some are just thrown away like so much
trash and left to die. So please take time to sign the
amendment. Thank you.

We should have advanced well beyond this as the greatest
nation in the world. If we don't do something to help correct
this injustice to animals we are no better than the third world
countries we read about. Let's rise above this. Please.

Causing pain to an animal for profit or enjoyment should carry
a strong punishment. The stiffer the better.

| fully support Stronger Federal Animal Fighting Sentencing For
those who take advantage of loving helpless animals.

People who enjoy watching dogs ripping each other apart are

sick and dangerous and should be given maximum prison time.
Animal tighting is a senseless and cruel "sport”. Punishment ot

such a crime should be heavy and enforced so as to discourage
the practice. These animals are innocent victims and deserve
protection. The public, who cares for and rehabilitates the
animals that are lucky enough to survive, have a heavy burden
as well. Please do your part to help stop this sad display of
humane evilness.

Amend the federal guidelines to reflect the seriousness of the
crime for the 2015/2016 guideline, the puishment should fit the
crime!

Please, crack down on these people that do this to these dogs.
It's pitifull that these dogs have to go thru this. It's such a
shame. Dogs are God's gift to mankind. They should never be
abused! Please take action on this, please.
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Any one who has a dog knows- dogs are loyal and loving and
shouldn't be placed into these abusive situations. A person who
has no empathy for dogs, has no empathy.

aspca does great work

Animal cruelty is a crime. Prosecute it.

I know it won't completely stop dog fighting rings but if there
are stiffer penalties that are strictly enforced without allowing
pleas down to lesser charges, maybe these human animals will
think twice before committing such atrocities. Thank you Carla
M Vaughan

Animal fighting should be punished with jail sentences and
massive fines. Offenders shouldn't get a slap on the wrist. They
should be sent to jail for a very long time.

Please end this horrendous act.

The maximum sentence should be increased - five years is not
enough for the unspeakable cruelty some people inflict on
animals. They should also be microchipped and red-flagged to
all animal rescue organizations so that they don't fall under the
rug and try to do it again.

We are supposed to be a civilized country. Setting animals to
fight one another for our entertainment, is degrating and cruel.

Animal fighting of any kind is horrifically barbaric, often
involving extreme torture of the dogs, in a addition to that of
smaller animals for baits. It is the actions of sick-minded
persons, psychopathic personalities, and sadists. Of course,
many of the participants are involved in other criminal
activities. These abhorrent individuals should receive the
harshest of sentencing. Anyone who can perpetrate such
horrific cruelty on animals has crossed the line of inhumanity
and will never be worthy of "human" status. They are just too
indifferent to the suffering of any living being.

5 years is a good start, life for repeat offenders

It is way past time to do something about this.
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Animal fighting and cruelty is just a step along the way to
felonious behavior to humans also. Cruelty to the helpless
should be punished no matter what.

This is nothing short of a heinous crime.......

wnat Is there to discuss¢ Dog Tighting Is barparic and
inhumane. It is NOT a sport! Those who participate at any level
are no better than the Romans who threw humans to the lions.
I had hoped that our society had evolved beyond such
barbarism. The only guidelines should be at least 20 years in
prison and confiscation of all assets for anyone owning fighting
dogs and 10 years in prison and a $10,000 fine for all
spectators. If the punishment is not severe enough, the crime
will not stop.

These heartless individuals should serve at least 5 years in jail.
This dog fighting gives the Pit Bull a bad reputation and many
are put to death just for that reason. These dogs have "rights"
and must be treated with respect and love as all animals
should. A "felony" charge should be applied to anyone who
passes the line of any animal abuse- without question!!!

It is really cruel abuse to the animals having to fight. The
animals are the ones that have to take all the PAIN and even
DEATH in these fights, just so the looker ons bet on a dog. So it
is all about MONEY and not the care of the dogs. THIS NEEDS
HARSHER PUNISHMENT TO THESE PEOPLE FIGHTING THE DOGS,
NOT JUST A SLAP ON THEIR WRIST. BECAUSE THEY WILL GET
MORE DOGS AND FIND A NEW PLACE TO DO IT AGAIN. ANIMAL
ABUSE OF ANY KIND SHOULD BE A FELONY IN ALL 50 STATES.

Animal cruelty in any form is wrong and should receive a firm
sentencing. But i think dog fighting like some other where
groups of people stand around and watch as two dogs literally
tear each other apart should receive the heaviest punishment.

More time behind bars!
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It's time for an end of suffering and the fear these poor
animal's endure and continue they are voiceless. Since when
does a human who harms these innocent victims got any
rights? No cause and effect, give them the same mercy they
bestowed in the dogs!

Please make this issue a priority. We should not not such a
horrible thing as animal fighting in the USA. Thank you.

People who fight dogs for money or any other reason should be
sentenced to the maximum amount of the law. Please enforce
the laws concerning it. Thank you for your time.

Please help to end all animal abuse.
Please help stop animal fighting in the US. Make sure that those

who commit the crime are justly punished. | firmly believe that
anyone who could participate in animal fighting can never be
rehabilitated. A person has to be missing any sense of right and
wrong in order to commit this crime.

There is nothing | hate more than dogfighting!
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I truly believe that five years is not a strong enough deterrent.
Animal fighting is a vile and disgusting crime of pure greed.
Perpetrators have no regard for a living animal. They will use,
abuse, and discard animals as easily as they take a breath. The
reason they do this time and time again is they feel that
animals aren't worthy, the animals are vulnerable, and the
person feels that the consequences are not that severe, so
there's no need to change course. Animals are expendable and
easily replaced in the eyes of this person. Such attitudes are
easily transferrable. If that were true, ALL of us would be
vulnerable in the eyes of animal fighter at some time. That puts
all of us at risk, including children, disabled, elderly, or
disadvantaged. We must do more, MUCH more to protect
animals. Our society should not simply give a slap on the wrist
to someone who would abuse or mistreat or engage in fighting
animals. What we allow to happen to the most vulnerable will
one day come back to haunt each and every one of us. We have
to speak up for those who can't. We have a moral obligation to
do that for those who cannot protect themselves - be they
animal or human. We must send a stronger message that this
miscreant behavior will no longer be tolerated. Period. Please
hear the voices of countless citizens in this country who are
demanding that we match this evil crime with the punishment
that it truly deserves. If the punishment is severe enough, |
would wager that the animal fighting industry would be dry up
and disintegrate. Wouldn't it be nice if we could finally say that
animal fighting is a thing of the past in this country?

Please update these guidelines. Dog fighting (animal fighting in
general)is barbaric and the animals suffer dearly.

Sentences must be raised! There is not too much difference in
hurting/killing a dog then it is a child. Dogs have the same
feelings as humans and are just as vulnerable as children. It is
up to us to make this stop!
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The owners of fighting dogs are the criminals. | would like to
see more investigation into those in charge of arranging the
venues and all dog owners setting up their dogs to fight. These
dogs are the innocent ones and are labeled with death
sentences due to owner ignorance. Fighting and aggressive
dogs can be rehabilitated in shelters equipped with trained
individuals. | request that you look into the work being done at
Pit Bulls and Parolees in Louisiana (vrcpitbull.com) where
parolees take responsibility for the care and retraining of these
dogs. They are supervised by Tia Torres who has run her
program for the past 15+ years. Another program is in the
Gwinnett County Jail and the program is named "Operation Jail
Dogs". At this venue dogs (and cats) are brought into the jail
and live with 1 parolee 24/7. Volunteers from SPCA help the
parolees learn how to train their dogs to the point that the dogs
are available for adoption. These programs have proven that
parolees gain valuable experience in learning to care for others,
take responsibility for their actions, and learn valuable life
lessons that would help reduce the recidivism rate when they
are released. | urge you to take a look at these 2 programs and
see if you don't agree that this program should be in jails and
prisons across the country. The bill in question is regarding
sentencing protocol for offenders and the programs I have
offered will reduce the need for sentencing dog fighting
offenders and would also serve to change the unfair stigma

placed on the fighting dogs.
Please include this amendment to the 2015/201b amendment

cycle. There should be no toleration for any kind of animal
fighting that is allowed, and anyone doing so should be
punished accordingly. The inhumane treatment of animals,
both during and outside of the forced fighting; is utterly
heartbreaking, and we need to do all we can to stop this. Please
help us and animal fighting and punish those people who are
involved in any way, with it.

Please make the punishment tit the crime. There is no excuese
for cruelty to nonhuman animals, they are innocents in this
world. The human animal needs to learn that we are also an
animal an the only one that kills and tortures for fun. This must
be stopped, all animals, human and nonhuman feel the same
emotions. Please make the punishment strong enough to put
an end to this cruelty.
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It you could throw them in a cage and leave them. But since
that won't happen! We have the right to demand a stronger
sentence for these heaartless individuals. The south just dump
animals. What the public doesn't understand is the vets need
service dogs and therphy dogs. Life gets so hard at times to just
to have that love and loyality from them.

Inese poor aogs dre supjeciLed Lo d Lerripie lie. 1neir nappy,
normal, healthy lives are STOLEN from them by terrible, greedy,
cold-hearted people. No animals should have to suffer the fate
of being harnessed by a thick, heavy cord around their necks,
only to be off of their tethers when they are put in a ring and
made to chew and bite on another dog, or worse, be chewed
on and bitten themselves. This should absolutely be a Federal
Crime, and punishable by jail time and heavy fines to the
people involved in this heinous crime. Please speak up for our
loving companions. They cannot speak up for themselves.
Thank You!

Violence towards animals should be treated as seriously as
violence towards children; both are helpless.

Where can we begin to stop the horrific abuse of animals if you
don't support proper punishment. Please, it all starts with you!
This is a barbaric practice & should be against the law &
punished . There is no reason to allow this horrible practice to
continue...

It is a necessity that humans that treat animals in humanely be
punished just as if it was a human they were hurting. Animals
cannot defend themselves therefore they need us as their
voice. Please help us and the voiceless animals.

People who mistreat animals tend to get progressively more
abusive and then start abusing people who can't fight back -
kids, elderly, women... These sociopaths MUST be stopped!
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As a person who rescues animals, the devastation that dog
fighting not only does on the poor innocent animals who have
feelings, fear, and should have rights as well, but the
communities and people who have to rescue these animals.
Rehabilitation is a long, and difficult process. These animals are
often not wanted after it is learned they came from dog fighting
environments. We are civilized human beings in the 21st
century. Ignorance is no longer an excuse. Let's show the world
we are the great nation that will not tolerate barbaric behavior,
and are not afraid to punish those who commit these barbaric
and horrific crimes against the innocent; animals and children!

There is nothing | hate more than dogfighting!

PLEASE!!

Please kindly help those poor animals by strengthening laws to
stop this brutal crime. Thank you.

These crimes need EXTREMELY strong sentences to help deter
the horrific abuse these wonderful animals are subjected to.
Many of these animals die a horrible painful death after living a
life of knowing nothing other than forced fighting. The
sentences have NOT been nearly tough enough. Please fix this.

animal abuse as a whole should be a felony punishable just like
an abuse against another human. it is a horrible example to set
in the eyes of other nations, our own children, each other that

we allow these men to force this kind and innocent animals to

be put into these situations of fighting and abuse. please stand
for and by those that cannot do it for themselves. thank you

Just say no to dog fighting!

Please do the right thing for those who can't defend or speak
for themselves. Do it for those that deserve a better life. Thanks
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Let's have the punishment fit the crime and maybe it will deter
these folks from this activity!

What a horrible thing that is happening this is beyond cruelty
into madness | will do anything to get this stopped

Please help out an end to this for these poor defenceless

animals
Mahatma Gandhi once said "The greatness ot a nation and its

moral progress can be judged by the manner in which its
animals are treated." Please vote to make the revision of
sentencing guidelines regarding animal fighting permanent.
Let's say loud and clear that the US is a nation of good,
compassionate people who's humanity extends not only to
other nations but to animals as well.

I would like to see a sentence raised more then 5 years in
prison. Also, once they are incarcerated, | would like to have
their names put on an Animal Abuse List, similar to the listing
they have for people who abuse children. When their name
goes on this list, it should be duly appointed as to where they
are living, address, city and state. Even if they move, their new
status should be put on the Animal Abuse List. What type of
animal they abused, such as a Pit Bull, Poodle and so on. Or
even if it is different from a dog. | want people to be aware of
situations like this. | am an animal lover and | do not want
animals abused for anything. Thank you.

This is a terrible sport...not one we should be proud of and
should ban.

animal fighting is one of the most dispicable acts there is.
please punish these terrible people to the fullest extent
possible. thank you for your time.
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What happens to these dogs that are in the hands of dog
fighters is cruel beyond the pale. Their suffering and ultimate
deaths is criminal. Please use the maximum sentence of 5 years
prescribed by Congress in 2008. What these evil people do to
dogs that are made to fight is unconscionable.

Animal fighting is cruel, horrific and extremely inhumane for
these innocent dogs. IT IS A SERIOUS OFFENSE AGAINST
INNOCENT DOGS. It is also heartbreaking for people who do not
support dog fighting as they know how the dogs suffer. Some of
these people have lost their pets, as they are stolen from yards
and become bait dogs. And if a dog is not a winner, they are
killed by strangulation, drowning, shooting, or chained and
thrown away and left to die a slow, painful death. No dogs
should be forced to fight. Humans find it lucrative - which
should not be allowed to happen. Sentences should be harsh
on the offenders, including those that attend or bet on dog
fighting events. It's time to send a message to those people - IT
WILL NOT BE TOLERATED AND YOU WILL PAY A HIGH PRICE
FINANCIALLY AND SPEND A LONG TIME IN PRISON. PLEASE go
forward with a stronger - IMMEDIATELY. These poor dogs have
no voice to ask for help, to ask for stronger punishment. We are
their voices. You can help them. Thank you.

It is barbaric, inhumane and does not belong in a civilized
world. Please make sure this crime is adequately punished.

give an animal a chance.

This is absolutely sickening and this is severe animal abuse
these people need to be unished severely!

Please act to make sure individualists who abuse and kill
animals in dog fighting are sentenced appropriately. No one
can speak for the dogs with you Jane Werth
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All God's creatures deserve to be treaded humanely.

It has been proven that cruelty to animals leads to cruelty to
humans. An enforced stiff sentence as prescribed by law will
send a message to these criminals to not engage in this barbaric
activity.

If you believe in god this wouldnt be an issue. God (he) left us in
charge of them and look how there treated. Any offenders of
any cruelty to creatures should get heavy jail time so they have
time to see whats rite in the world. Did you ever look in a sad
dogs eyes ???

Please punish to the full extent of the law anyone who engages
in the barbaric act of dog fighting,or any other act envolving
animal cruelty.

Thank you. Our precious animals deserve the best life too

Fl1ease - 1dKe aCLlon Loaay....ILIs Just SO nedarwpredking Lo see
this day after day, these poor animals have no voice but ours -
the heartless individuals that continue to torture these poor
babies need to pay for there ruthlessness!!! You need to put
this amendment into action ASAP - | personally think 5 years is
no where near enough time for the physical & emotional
damage they do, but it's better than the slap on a wrist they get
now. We need to impose these laws and show examples of
them publicly so the others that want to make a quick buck at
the expense of these innocent souls WILL NOT BE
TOLERATED!!! Thank you....

PLEASE make this cruel and inhumane practice of dog fighting a
criminal offense with at least 5 or more years of jail time and a
HUGE fine of 20,000 or more to be donated to the welfare of
these poor animals. This is a very important issue and needs to
be addressed now. thank you for your time.
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This is Jan Sankey. | CANNOT IMAGE THIS BEING ALLOWED IN

Dogfighting is a true evil. It is the weak using other creatures
pain to make themselves feel stronger. It is taking enjoyment
from the pain, even death, of others. Please make the
sentencing guidelines strong to help judges make wise
decisions to deter and eventually stop this evil among us.

In addition to the required prison sentence, it would behove
the courts to mandate minimum fines to reimburse taxpayers
for enforcement, court systems, and incarceration costs. |
would suggest that the criminals be financially responsible for
full repayment of all costs incurred by taxpayers as a result of
their actions.

support this bill animals are defenceless if people want to
watch fighting let them fight to the death

Please amend the animal fighting sentencing guidelines. Dog
fighting is a horrible crime. | often wonder what kind of person
can watch that. | do believe that people who participate in this
type of abuse are often abusive to others (children,spouse, etc).
Maybe a stiffer sentence will help to stop the abuse for the
animals and maybe even others. Thank you

Enforce and make examples of abusers. Its the right thing to do.

Please punish to the full extent of the law anyone who engages
in the barbaric act of dog fighting,or any other act envolving
animal cruelty.

Dogfighting is an atrocity and should be punished accordingly.
The current guidelines are not even close to being strict
enough. In not even close to being strict enough. individuals
involved in dogfighting need to be incarcerated.
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The humans are the real monsters in the situation of dog
fighting. Their lives should be taken away as much as the poor
animals they abused. Strict prison sentences and fines should
be implemented to punish the human scum.

It, under any other name, is still murder. It's live beings on the
chopping block; no different than eating dog or cat in
Singapore. Enough already!

I've heard of so many instances where the innocent dogs are
killed and the real criminal gets a smack on the hand! It's
sickening and needs to stop. The real victims, the dogs, should
be rehabilitated at the abuser's expense. Thank you for reading
my letter.

This is a horrible crime against innocent animals who have no
control over how they are being used. | urge you do take action
to set maximum prison sentence for this crime. We as a society
must no longer accept or allow the abuse of the innocent.
Thank you

It is imperative, in my opinion, that action is taken and we no
longer give any indication that we approve of deliberately
causing suffering to the innocent.

Humans who abuse animals will abuse humans.....this is a fact.
As a resident of Tennessee, | see it all too regularly. We have lax
laws in this state for abused animals. | do implore you to act on
their behalf. Our legislature calls agencies that help animals,
"domestic terrorist" organizations. With this mentality our
animals have no hope. Our shelters are overrun and we need
help. Thank you so much.

The animal fighting sentencing guideline needs to be made a
priority. These poor animals suffer greatly and we need to take
action. The brutality of these crimes need to be acknowledged
and those involved in dog fighting activities need to be
punished with maximum sentencing. Thank you.

Please, you have the power to make a difference. Thank you!

Jail time for the people involved or have this event should be
on the same level as a person who commits murder.
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It, under any other name, is still murder. It's live beings on the
chopping block; no different than eating dog or cat in
Singapore. Enough already!

Stronger & strict punishment must be enforced to the "BEASTS"
who abuse innocent animals. Dogs are commonly stolen from
families, pet stores, & off the street. Other victims are born &
raised in inhumane & abusive captivity. They are brutally &
relentlessly brutalized, antagonized, & starved. They become
"MAN-MADE" killing machines. Ironically, these dogs CAN be
rehabilitated, & DO LOVE THOSE PEOPLE WHO ACTUALLY GAVE
IT A CHANCE TO LIVE A HEALTHY, LOVING LIFE. Let the
punishment fit the crime! | think 5yrs is way too mild. We need
to set examples for current & future offenders. These so called
people have NO respect for life. Why should they be given
respect? They wouldn't recognize kindness, anyway.

THE PEOPLE WHO FORCE INNOCENT ANIMALS TO FIGHT MUST
BE PUNISHED TO THE FULLEST EXTENT OF THE LAW. THERE IS
NO EXCUSE TO LET THEM GET AWAY WITH LESS. THEY ARE
CRIMINALS. THANK YOU.

PLEASE apply the highest level of sentencing for this heinous
activity.

AND WE CALL THEM, "ANIMALS"! This horrendous crime should
be matched by MANDATORY jail time and a large fine - the only
way to put an end to this evil! REVISE THE ANIMAL FIGHTING
GUIDLINES TO REFLECT THE SERIOUSNESS OF THIS CRIME.

It, under any other name, is still murder. It's live beings on the
chopping block; no different than eating dog or cat in
Singapore. Enough already!

| speak for those poor dogs who have no voice and have no
choice. Cruelty cannot be tolerated or ignored. Please consider
mandatory strong sentencing for these offenders who have no
consideration for a poor animals' life.
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This is such animal abuse. These poor dogs are made to fight
and kill each other. There is no excuse for such cruelty. Please
crack down and give stiffer sentences to these abusers. Thank
you, An animal lover!

Dog fighting, any animal fighting, is cruel and must be stopped.
Appropriate sentencing for these violent offenders is long
overdue.

How is it we can think ourselves more civilized than animals
when we allow people to FORCE ANIMALS TO FIGHT EACH

OTHER !
Animal cruelity is a felony in all 50 states. Anyone with

knowledge of dog fighting knows that this is not only horribly
cruel to the fighting dogs but the "bait" dogs may have been
dog napped from people's yards or homes. Please pass this bill
with heavy consequences for the law breakers. Respectfully
submitted,

to whom, blood sport is barbaric and should require
appropriate sentencing for people ( do they really belong to the
category ? ) who train and fight animals. " BLOOD SPORT " is a
childish matter of concern. evolved humane beings have a
responsibility to speak out against it.

The people that use animal to fight should be locked up and
fined heavily!!! This madness needs to top! The animals are the
victims here!!

Dear Commissioners, | write to thank you and urge you for
considering an amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in
your 2015/2016. It is a difficult task for a judge to properly
provide a sentence in dog fighting cases when they are not
familiar with the subject as a whole and its progression, hence
the reason these judges go off the sentencing guidelines in
front of them. However, times have changed causing the
minimum to maximum sentencing guidelines needing to be
changed also. This crime is horrific event that occurs with very
little punishment attached it and animals need justice too.
Thank you for your consideration in looking upon this issue and
giving hope for the animals that need us.
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The measure of a society is how it treats its helpless members,
including domestic animals. We're not measuring up when we
let criminals who force animals to fight off easily just because
their victims aren't human.

What these people are doing to these animals is horrific and
really should be sentenced to the fullest. It shows the need to
torture and that will only flow over to the human sector. Please
sentence these people as though they were doing it to a
human. Animals have emotions and feel pain.

"Dog Fighting" sounds like the dogs have a chance to win.
Never. Bait dogs may be tied down or their mouths taped shut.
No medical care given for wounds. Poor food if any is given.
Even winning dogs aren't winners. They are only as good as the
last fight they won. How can anyone call it a "sport"? Isn't

mankind better than this?
Ihis Is cruelty that continues to tlourish. Ihe main reason, |

believe, is because there is no deterrent. Please, for the sake of
those who can't speak, please update the guidelines to better
reflect the maximum prison sentence to a minimum of 5 years.
| say minimum to crack down on the tactics used to abuse the
system to get just a slap on the wrist. Please stand up for those
dogs who give everything they can to us. Get tough of those
who abuse dogs for animal fighting.

Dog fighting is horrific and those participating and observing
need to be punished harshly. Without stiff penalties, these
monsters will not be deterred. Thank you

It is so very important that we do everything we can to stop the
sport of animal fighting. Have you ever seen pictures of dogs
used for fighting? Look also at the helpless bait dogs used. It is
so horrible you have to look away. Please help them all.

Please take the time to look at this abused animals. If you
do...you will do the right thing! Thank you.

We are supposedly a nation of honor and compassion.
Compassion for other humans and for other species, especially
the dog which over the centuries has given us much love,
loyalty and protection. It is now time for us to protect them.
Make the penalties for animal fighting very severe, in both
monetary fines and imprisonment. No more look the other way
or a slap on the wrist. It time to get tough, very very tough.
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No animal should have to live this way. Their lives are filled with
pain and suffering and it is apparent in their faces. People who
do this to innocent animals need to be punished and fined
heavily. You as decision makers need to crack down on these
fighting rings that bring drugs and illegal weapons into our
cities and towns. What are they teaching our children? Please
think about this amendment for the betterment of humanity.

Tracy Majeske

This crime must be stopped you must impose max sentences to
stop this madness we've got to get tougher on animal abuse
thank you

Dogs experience pain, sadness & fear. It is inhuman to harm
animals by having them engage in dog fighting. Dog fighting is
analogous to the reprehensible days of the Roman gladiators!

Civilized people respect all living creatures.

This act is disgusting it NEEDS to stop Help these animals These
people are sick This so cruel

This so called "sport" is as barbaric as gladiators. The guilty

should go to jail.
Animal crueity neeas to stop In all Its Torms, Including cock

fighting; animals caged in extremely small, movement
prohibitive cages; painful training methods; cruel
transportation and slaughter methods, cruel population control
methods, etc. Imagine yourself as that animal and being made
to fight or locked in a cage so small that you can't turn around,
lay down or scratch an itch. Now decide what the punishment
should be and make it severe enough to discourage anyone
from trying it again.
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I firmly believe in firm, harsh and swift punishment in animal
cruelty cases and not just a puny fine and a slap on the hand.
Who will take up for these mistreated if we don't?

No animal should be put to fighting until their almost killed or
killed. If the person is caught for dog fighting or any other
animal should be put to jail at least 10 years or more.

A minimum of 5 years is what it should start with when it
comes down to sentencing people for dog fighting. She penalty
should fit the crime !!! Dogs are pets and should be treated as
such.Not a means to make an income.

Please help guard against this terribly heartless treatment of
our innocent animals. They rely on humans for compassion and
love, not abuse!

Its a horrible sport, inhumane and needs to be stopped!

Thank you for your services.

First | think that the sentence of 5 years is to short...a minimum
sentence of 10 years would be more appropriate with a
stipulation that 5 years has to be served before any
consideration of release for good behavior or parole etc. Once
convicted the perpetrator should be barred from owning
animals and if caught again should be automatically sentenced
to 5 years in prison and be required to serve the full term.

It is my hope that by updating the guidelines will help prevent
the senseless pain & suffering of the innocent animals as well
as deter the crimes (i.e. gambling) associated with animal
fighting.
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This is inhumane and has to be stopped.

Thanks so much for your hard work thus far. Please let's
enforce tough sentences and prosecute these animal abusers
to the fullest extent of the law. Animal fighting is so sad and

cruel and must be stopped! Thank you Scott Wilson
vear LommissIoners, | Write T0 Thank you Tor considering an

amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5
years prescribed by Congress in 2008. Federal judges defer to
the sentencing guidelines when faced with unfamiliar crimes
like dog fighting so your action is critical to ensure that these
crimes are sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible. Thank you very much for your consideration of this
important issue.

Dog fighting is horrible and needs to be stopped! The people
that support or run this cruel practice need to be sentenced
and fined to the highest level.

Until dog fights are history, please put these depraved criminals
behind bars for the maximum allowable sentence.

Inese crimes are appaiing! 1t is aiso INnCreaiply neart preaking.
When man resorts to this as their entertainment they are also
teaching their children how unimportant life is whether it be
animal or human. It also reflects on how to treat each other
especially as a family. We want to help the next generation to
thrive and help keep this world a good place. These people that
do this would not be making good decisions for us as we get
older. | ask God every day to make all the bad in this world
stop. But until then we are the the ones to protect the children
and our four legged companions. Please make the crimes stop!
R.Leckner
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Inciting animals to fight inevitably leads to much pain and
suffering, with wounds often being left to fester untreated. This
is a horrible and barbaric practice perpetuated by those too
cowardly to themselves fight other people for money. So they
force dogs to do it for them instead. It is a disgusting practice
with agonising physical and psychological consequences for the
dogs involved, and this should be reflected in the severity of
the sentences for those caught organising it.

please take the measures to stop this ugly and pain ridden
desire of bad people doing bad things.

Federal animal fighting sentencing guidelines should be
amended to include mandatory jail time and a fine, both of
which should be substantial. This would send a clear message
this type of activity will not be tolerated. Rehabilitation of the
animals should also be included as part of the amendment. We
are the voice of these poor animals thrown into this horrible
life, the end result of which some must be destroyed needlessly
because of the actions of the individuals that placed them in
this horrible situation.



Jackie

Dale

Hernan

Briana
Hernan

Hernan

Deborah
Rustin
Barbara
Barbara
Leroy
tykedra

Tresstine

Nancy

Critser

Lang

Mares

Mullen
Mares

Mares

Gourde
Gripentog
Savoy
Savoy
Youmans
d

Conti

Poopatanapong

OR

NY
X

X
X

WA
NV
IL
IL
FL
GA

NY
CA

Dog fighting is such a brutal, indefensible crime. What is done
to the dogs from rearing the pups, to chaining and housing
them, to goading them to tear apart smaller dogs, cats, rabbits
and the like, to forced fighting against other dogs is horrific!
After the fight, the "losers" are usually tortured and killed, or
just tossed away like garbage. This is worse than inhumane, this
is sociopathic. To be completely insensitive to brutal and
violent coercion of animals to tear each other apart is amoral
and is usually strongly associated with antisocial and criminal
personalities. It not only makes sense to take severe punitive
measures with those who sponsor, aid, and abet the so-called
"sport" of dog-fighting, but to punish and censure those who
watch, bet on, house, or conceal dog-fighting and that should
include any media source that is involved as well. We are much
more aware now of the degree of suffering an animal
experiences and that they do, indeed, have emotions, so we
stand without excuse as a society if we look the other way or
fail in our moral imperative to stamp out animal abuse
wherever and whenever we find it. Please, use your authority
to make certain that dog-fighting and animal abuse is met with
amply severe penalties to greatly discourage its prevalence. It's
the only decent thing to do, and since animal abuse is highly
correlated with other criminal behaviors, it may just save
human lives too. Thank you for taking the time to read my
letter.

We need tougher penalties for pervaiors of dog fighting. Many
dogs are injured and killed for this perverse sport.

We need to get all them people out there and stop this fighting
it's no need for a dog to suffer like this please we need to catch
them

They can't speak for themselves, someone has to speak up for
them.

Barbara Savoy Hank Savoy Jakub Hryniewicz

Itis | humane and unethical to pit animals against each other
for the entertainment of sick, twisted people!
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Animal fighting is a serious and brutal crime. Please help ensure
that those individuals who engage in this depraved activity are
sentenced accordingly. We citizens want our animals protected
and criminals to pay for their crimes.

We would never allow this kind ot abuse tfor humans in this
country, and animals are the same as humans, they have
emotions, thoughts, and the same desire for a happy, healthy,
and spoiled life full of LOVE, as we all do. If these were human
children, you would never stand for this. Please fight the same
good fight to save the lives of innocent animals, who are just
children too. A. Loyd

The animals will really appreciate your taking action on their
behalf. No animal should have to endure such horrific
treatment and their abusers need to pay the maximum penalty.

Please help to ban dogfighting we don't want to see how dogs
are suffering from cruel humans and their gambles. if there is
illegal fightings and give them a hell of jailyears and fines
millions dollars. please help ! Just remember that they are
God's creatures. thank you

Agree! Many of us consider our pets to be our children, our
protectors and should deff be punished for forcing cruel
fighting!

Very good
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Now is the time to finally stop this barbaric behavior. We as a
society are better than this. Please do the right thing, and cease
this brutality.

No animal should be put through this . Dogs have feelings .
They can feel pain .. Min of 2 1/2 yrs straight time for cruelty to
animals. If they are a repeat offerender 10 years straight tine

It it were up to me | would put these ottenders away for good.
It is inhumane & not the animal's fault for being put into those
cruel & life or death situations. Please seriously consider
making the maximum sentence to 10 years & not less than five.
We pet owners take it very seriously. Our pets are a big part of
our families & whether you own a pet or not have some
compassion.

These people do not belong in normal society. They are cruel
individuals who need to stay behind bars for a very long time.

Please help theses defenseless animals. They need our voices.
Make the laws strict for these abusers.

The Legal punishment should reflect the extensive damage the
crime does to animals and society in general.Please update the
guidelines. Criminals abuse the voiceless victims that are the
vulnerable animals that only had humans to defend them.
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HUrting any Iving creature Tor entertainment Is untorgivapie in
my opinion - this practice should have been made punishable
by law long ago. Either we are a civilized nation or we are not.
Animals feel pain, they suffer and die all because there are
cruel, ignorant people who find it entertaining and profitable to
view it. It is the responsibility of the rest of us to put a stop to
this now... | want a share of my tax dollars used for this
purpose because to do nothing is to sanction this horrible
practice... Jolene P Duff

please help stop these animal fights it is so bad...animals can
feel being hurt just like humans can! this is so sad and hurtfull
how would anyone like to live everyday getting beat up and
fighting for ur life!! please make the sentence to be maximum
prison, thanks again

This is an amazing thing for you to raise awareness about.
Thank you.

Animals, especially dogs weren't put on this earth to fight. They
were put here to give us love and companionship. Please
amend the sentencing guidelines to help put a stop to this
terrible treatment.

I think for dog fighting there should be a harsher sentence than
just 5 years in prison. Make it longer! There is no reason for this
kind of abuse EVER!
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Every animal should have as much justice for cruelty as children
do. They cannot speak for themselves, we have domesticated
them so they should have rights. The scum that exploit them
should not.

Animals have the same rights as human beings.

This is not a legislation that has powerful lobbyists or
organizations that are beneficial to the public. Only criminal
minded individuals participate in this heinous from of animal
cruelty. History of pit bulls states that they were called "nanny
dogs". Why such a name for a breed that is notorious for biting
and fighting? It is the individuals who breed these dogs since
pups to get them to fight. They feel it is worth the risk since the
penal fine for these criminal acts is not sufficient. We the
citizens are not the ones who make the laws. These are the
reasons why you were elected; and only you have that power.
You can make these offenses much more serious violations. The
punishment should consist of larger fines and severe felony
charges which are followed by sever prison terms. The New
York State Felony charge of up to four years imprisonment is
very light and worth the risk for most. How much time does this
convicted felon actually serve? One year? Maximum two years?
Why not a minimum of seven to ten years? | can assure you this
may make these thugs think twice. The fines should also be
raised, make them think twice on how their horrific acts of
animal cruelty affect their pockets.Please don't say it cannot be
done. This is a legislation that has more in favor than
against.Compare to gun laws and other social issues, this is easy
and common sense legislation. Thank you

Please stop this horrible crime!

Enough is enough

I love dogs and | will help an fight for them till | die
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| have the cutest great dane named Naya and if anyone who
believes in dog fights is crazy

| would honestly prefer the sentence be raised to 10 years as
well as involuntary castration of all offenders, but the pre-filled
form from the ASPCA doesn't allow for me to edit in such
measures.

This barbaric 'sport' needs to have serious sentences that are
utilized. No more 'slap on the wrist' should be allowed. It's
been proven animal abusers are also human abusers, and we
need to show we won't tolerate such behavior any more. It's
time we grew up and evolved into a better society.

Man's Best Friend deserves better!!

Please work to make tederal and local sentencing guidelines
and punishments more severe to these criminals. The poor
animals can't speak for themselves. We as human beings HAVE
to take a higher moral road and do everything we can to
protect these animals, by making this punishment much more
strict and forceful on these cruel people. Thank you for your

consideration. William
Please work to make tederal and local sentencing guidelines

and punishments more severe to these criminals. The poor
animals can't speak for themselves. We as human beings HAVE
to take a higher moral road and do everything we can to
protect these animals, by making this punishment much more
strict and forceful on these cruel people. Thank you for your
consideration. William

Ihe laws that are passed & entforced are the voices ot the
innocent animals that are brutally beaten, fought & killed for
profit. The laws are not any match for the sick demented
pcycotic idiots that do these unthinkable acts of cruelty. |
believe these should be felony offenses not a slap on the wrist
with a little fine, which is a joke for them. The animals are the
victims and we the people need to be their voice and end the
cruelty.
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Hil My name is Ellie Florian and | love your products. Your
products are amazing quality for such great prices! If possible |
would love if you could send me some stickers so | can paste
them on my laptop, water bottle, and bulletin board! If you
could please send them to this address: US,NC,1112 Baltusrol
lane! Thank you!

After watching animal cops, it is clear that there needs to be an
end put to all animal cruelty.

Please! This is hardly different than child abuse in my opinion.
Dogs are wonderful, social, and loving creatures That only want
to be loved in return! All people do not have to be dog lovers or
own a dog, that is fine. If you don't feel as strongly as | do about
loving dogs you are entitled to that, however they do not
deserve to be abused, neglected, or forced to fight. It is not
right. If you don't care about dogs then stay away from them!
Teach these people the lesson they deserve, make the
punishment harsher. This is a disgusting act and it needs to be
recognized as such. These minor consequences do not even
deter these poor sick excuses for human beings from returning
to dog fighting because they can make money. Keep them in
prison, and away from God's greatest creatures (dogs)! Dogs
would NEVER do these horrific acts to humans if roles were

reversed! Thank you!
vear LommissIoners, | Write T0 Thank you Tor considering an

amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5
years prescribed by Congress in 2008. Federal judges defer to
the sentencing guidelines when faced with unfamiliar crimes
like dog fighting so your action is critical to ensure that these
crimes are sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible. Thank you very much for your consideration of this
important issue.

We do need stricter animal fighting guidelines. Animal fighting
needs to be stopped. Please consider sentencing appropriately!
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An animal feels pain, neglect, fear and suffers just as we do.
How cruel An act as dogfighting could warrant such a lesser
sentence is unacceptable. This must change and change
immediatley to save the lives of more dogs, please increase the
sentence minimum of these heartless criminals.

This is not just about the cruelty to these dogs but the people
watching and enjoying this abuse have deep issues. They need
professional help if watching dogs tear each other apart is
entertainment to them. Help these people before they hurt a
fellow human.

Prov 12:10 " The righteous one is caring for the soul of his
domestic animal, but the mercies of the wicked ones are cruel."
We have to be these poor creatures of God voices. They have
feeling and feel pain same as us. Would you like this done to
you? This is a unthinkable, heartbreaking act that needs to start
sending messages to criminals. Thank you Michelle Schaeffer

Animal cruelty is a horrific offense and has been shown to be a
gateway to abuse of spouses and children. Please make it
abundantly clear that anima abuse is a serious crime and needs
to be sentenced accordingly. Thank you, Dr. Stephani Smith

Animal fighting is a very serious crime. Please consider this
amendment.

human beings do such bad things to animals is unessary its
terrible . Unfortuneatelly , we do have cruel people and |
definitely believe that this people should get punished for their
cruel actions. Please, help us to stop all animal cruelty. I'm
totally against any abuse towards animals and you should be
aswell.

I've been seeing more and more abused dogs in the media.
Please update the guide lines. Have a heart...it's absolutely
unacceptable treatment for the dogs. Punish those individuals.
Joanne Erlandson
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| believe the punishment should fit the crime. How would you
like it if your child or grandchild was put into a situation where
they had to fight for their life? What kind of a society are we
that we would allow such an act of dog fighting or any animal
fighting go unpunished. This animal fighting is just inhumane
and should be stopped totally, and the only way to do this is to
punish the people responsible for the fighting and the people
viewing the fighting. Please end this barbaric act!!

I love dogs!

Animal abusers develope into child and domestic abusers. Stop
the vicious cycle now and properly punisher the abusers. Please
be the voice for those that have none. Thank you.

1 NCHTVE LT LUTITIHIL HTTAATTTIUTTE STIHILTHILINE 1Vl LUTIVILLEU UUg
fighters should be the minimum sentencing! Dog fighters
complete ruin these poor dogs life, breed them into a world
where all they know is aggression, confinement anger and pain
and torture and then if they happen to be rescued from hell
most of the time they get euthanized anyway. This is a horrible
vicious cycle , created by us these animals need our protection
and its about time we stand up for them! The current
sentencing for convicted dog fighting is a mockery and I'm so
angered by it .There is NO JUSTICE what so ever for these
innocent life's lets wake up and make change! | appreciate that
there may be a change in the sentencing but this is so over due
its outrageous!!! Please make the minimum sentencing for
convicted dog fighters 5 years!!!

Let's hope we're no longer in the Dark Ages when considering
animal cruelty.

| also think that more needs to be done about educating and
rehabilitating these criminals. Animal cruelty will continue to be
an issue in the United States if we don't enforce stronger prison
sentences and also if we fail to educate the younger
generations. Thank you for your time and consideration,
Kathryn Starr, PhD

so inhumane. pups deserve to be loved.
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Hi | am writing my opinion because these helpless loving
animals can't speak for themselves. | find it so hard to believe
that there's no law to convict these inhumane disgusting things
we call humans. How can it be that there is no law sentencing
these disgusting cruel acts of violence? We really need to ask
for a law to pass to convict these inhumane things for what
they do? This really baffles my mind. But, because there is no
such law unbelievably then | beg that you please make it a law
to convict these sicko's to as harsh of a punishment as possible
though nothing would be as harsh as how they are treating
these defenceless animals. Thank you, Sheila Little

Dear Commissioners, | write to thank you for considering an
amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5
years prescribed by Congress in 2008. Federal judges defer to
the sentencing guidelines when faced with unfamiliar crimes
like dog fighting, so your action is critical to ensure that these
crimes are sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible. Thank you very much for your consideration of this
important issue. | feel like it's completely okay to give these
people the very worst punishment. You would if | started a kids
fight pit. Anything offensive of that nature. It's sad caus nobody
makes hurting an animal that big of a deal. It's worse. We can't
better them in that situation, can't tell an animal there going to
be okay now.

Picking a certain breed to ban,isn't right. All dogs can bite and
do bite. Pits are a very loving breed that has been wrongly
banned. Blame the owner for mistreating a dog and not
properly training it.

Dogs deserve better! Dog fighters deserve harsher punishment!
PLEASE AMEND THE GUIDELINES TO AT LEAST THE 5 YEARS
MAXIMUM SENTENCE. IT IS DISGUSTING THAT PEOPLE USE
THESE ANIMALS FOR THERE PERSONAL ENTERTAINMENT.
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Whatever you can do to stop animal fighting and the vile
perpetrators of these very sad and brutal and illegal activities
should be punished to the fullest extent of the law!! PLEASE.
Please amend federal animal fighting sentencing guidelines to
more accurately reflect the seriousness of this crime. Sincerely,
Nancy Lorenz

Great cause!

Nothing makes me more angry than seeing or hearing about
animal cruelty. It's bad enough when people are mean and
abusive to other people, but most animals are defenseless
against guns, or other weapons. | was very happy when the law
was passed for animal cruelty to be treated as a felony in all
states.

i am anti dog fighting

Dog fighting must be punished more severely, it is an
horrendous crime and will never stop unless we start punishing
people who attend these events as well as the people who plan
them. It is time to realize that these people are dangerous and
cruel. GET TOUGH NOW!!

Everyone gives pitbulls a bad name but they are really big
babiesnin a good way.

| agree so much! No animal should ever be put through this. |
thank you for what you do!

These poor innocent dogs get thrown in to this nightmarish lite
of dog fighting. The law needs to be a lot more harsh for these
offenders. Some one who can do this to an animal should not
be walking the streets. They have no compassion or respect for
life. Anyone who uses and tortures a helpless animal for profit
is just evil.

| have a rescued Boxer and this means ALOT to me!
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Stift sentencing should be given to those who promote animal
fighting as well as those who participate. It is horrific how these
creatures suffer and how they are treated. They are living
beings with feelings. | also question the mind of the human
being who participate in this barbaric sport! There certainly

isn't "humane" in human!
I'm Jan Neil De Guzman from the Philippines, | would like to ask

if you were giving FREE STICKER of your brand? | would love to
have it if you give away free of them. Thank you very much,
much love to your brand from the Philippines! By the way my
address is. Mailling address: JAN NEIL DE GUZMAN #906
MACEDA STREET, SAMPALOC METRO MANILA PHILIPPINES,
1015 (zipcode)

So sad people do this. | love my dog that had a rough
background. Rumor is was trying to be trained to be a fight dog
but to sweet. Ended up at county after rescued from canal now
home with us.

Animal abusers need the same punishment and child abusers

and pedophiles
vear LOmmiISSIONners, 1 Write T0 tTNank you Tor consiaering an

amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5
years prescribed by Congress in 2008. Federal judges defer to
the sentencing guidelines when faced with unfamiliar crimes
like dog fighting so your action is critical to ensure that these
crimes are sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible. Thank you very much for your consideration of this
important issue.

Its not only pitbulls people r fighting.about a month ago i
watched a bust on dog fighting in my town. 14 dogs it was sad
to see the way they looked and were treated. But i was proud
that the law put a stop to it. Thank you. Help us fight the fight
against dog fight.

5 years minimal! If you have no empathy for animals you
definitely will not for humans
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We need tough INFORCEMENT of the laws to remind these
criminals of football player Michael Vick. | soon they forget??
No Punishment No Change. Judy Zahrndt

I'm not convinced 5 years is adequate for such offenses, but it
does represent a start. Please support all efforts to end this
horrible activity.

1 do all | can and wish | could do more | have rescued (or rather
they rescued me) 2 ex fighter's and my brother has rescued
another 2 and they are the loyalist loving companions we have
ever had. In our family we have a total of 8 rescues.

No excuse for animal abuse ! Thankyou for every little effort
you put in for these four legged furr babies

what you guys are doing is great.

These are macho men cowardly using dogs for profit. These
dogs don't want to fight. It's creeps like this who give a dog a
horrible life and some time death due to the human need for
greed at the expense if the innocent. Stop this horrid dog
fighting now!

It's about time that the courts got serious about the
punishment given to people who commit crimes against
innocent animals not just a slap on the wrist.
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INOT only Is The dog Tignting cruel To the animais, to train Tor
fighting, a dog is chosen to be the 'bait dog'. This dog gets all his
teeth pulled and/or filed down so he can't hurt the fighter dog.
This is how the fighting dog gets his practice, by chewing up the
bait dog with no fight left in him. Please put an end to dog
fighting by increasing the penalty to @ minimum of NO LESS
THAN five years and a maximum of 20 years for subsequent
dog fighting offenses. GET TOUGH AND THE ARENAS WILL BE
EMPTY.

Lots of studies show that there is a link between people who
abuse animals and people who commit violent crimes against
humans. This maximum sentence will keep these criminals off
the streets and will give recognition to the offenders that this is
a serious crime. My hope is that this will get more violent
criminals off the streets and will save animal and human lives.

Dog fighting is psychopathic. These horrible men cannot be
rehabilitated. GET THEM OUT OF SOCIETY !!!

This must stop!!! if you can get tougher now it will also help
stop all that backyard irresponsible breeding going on which
then they use for bait or fighting

The punishment Should fit the crime!!!

I think that the punishment should fit the crime. Animals
cannot always stand up for their own rights, we need to fight
for them.

please help us get dogfighting stopped

Great Idea. | am totally with you on that.

| strongly believe that dog fighting is a terrible thing and anyone
who is caught doing it should face the maximum sentence of 5
years or more.
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In my opinion, dog fighting Isn't just cruel...it's Inhumane. No
dog or animal in general should be treated the way they are,
and they need the love that they deserve. Those who believe
that dog fighting is okay or those who participate in the act
should not only pay for it with time in jail, but they should also
need to pay for veterinary services for any injured dogs that
were fortunately saved by their selfish acts. Please make this
happen.

Ihe sentence doesn't fit the crime, we need stronger
deterrents to stop this horrible crime. People engaged in dog
fighting are usually engaged in other crimes as well. Also,
exposing children to this level of heartless and extreme
violence creates a lack of empathy and compassion that will
lead them to commit the same violence. The breeding and
torture it takes, the bait dogs used, it's a cycle of violence that
must be stopped. Please, make sentences fit the crime!

This has inspired me

Maximum sentence perscribed by Congress should be followed,

animal cruelty is not a victimless crime like people usually think.
YOU need to understand that (SCIence proven) an aduit dog Is

the equivalent of a 3yr old child; but only if owners interact
with them by playing, talking, showing love, teaching and
discipline but not yelling, or hitting! Upgrade your fines by
doubling them and longer jail time sentences. they are helpless
against the hatefulness and cruelty of sick humans. the same
people who batter, neglect and abandon animals will also do it
to children! (Also proven fact.) Just do it and you'll be glade you
did.

Please put an end to horrific dog fighting. So cruel !!
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I think this is a great organization, and having three dogs of my
own makes me a big supporter. | absolutely despise any form of
animal cruelty and dog fighting is absolutely barbaric.

| fail to comprehend how making and watching animals ot any
sort, fight, maim, and/or kill each other could give anyone any
pleasure unless you are very, very sick mentally. That opinion
applies to all people involved in promoting any of those
activities including law enforcement and judicial branches that
turn a blind eye. Disgusting.

| will never get why they do this. As far as | am concerned the
punishment doesn't fit the crime. It is just sickening that they
do this. Anyone with a heart wouldn't.

We need way more harder penalties on people who dog fight.
It is one of the cruelest sports | know of. No animal deserves
this. Now is the time to make it stop. Get tougher on dog
fighting now!!!!

The Punishment Should Fit the Crime: Tell the U.S. Sentencing
Commission to Crack Down on Animal Fighting!

dog fighting is gross!
I am a pre-vet med student. Glad something is being done
about this.

Please stop dog fighting!!!!
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Nothing or no one should ever be hurt.

Abuse of creatures that are completely at our mercy is sadistic
and heartbreaking. As a civilized and intelligent species, human
have a duty to protect those who cannot protect themselves.
Being a different species doesn't make them objects! Dogs
deserve better, and people who abuse them deserve a harsher
sentence.
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If we consider ourselves a "civilized" society we must take care
of creatures who cannot take of themselves and are at the
mercy of those who would harm them.

| agree with the above letter and ask for maximum sentencing

for dog fighting criminals. The pain and anguish these beautiful
animals endure is horrific and must no longer go unpunished.

The Punishment Should Fit the Crime
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| ask you to please be their voice make the punishment for their
crime against animals loud and clear so there can be no
question as to their sentence!

Cruelty towards an animal is no less a crime than cruelty
towards humans. Dogs are innocent lives who care and love
their owners so much they will do ANYTHING to please them.
Pitbulls are loyal breeds, almost to a fault, but why should they
go through hell because it's in their nature to be man's best
friend? A dog reflects it's owner and what it has been taught.
Any person who can watch two innocent dogs fight to the
death for joy and for money is a sick individual. It is also a
proven fact that serial killers' first victims are likely to be an
animal. Abuse towards an animal is a gateway to crimes against
humans. The people who find money more appealing than life
are not going to stop at one crime. Not sentencing them
harshly enough only conveys one message "You can get away
with what you did". Then you have a criminal on a head rush,
wondering what more they can get away with. Not to mention,
not punishing these criminals harshly enough also doesn't stop
the next sick person from doing it. Perhaps if our government
made punishments more than slaps on the wrists, people
would think twice before committing a crime. Your decision,
dear law makers, is a crystal clear one. Can you live with
yourself if you didn't take a stand to save a dog? Or how about
this, would you be able to live with yourself if one of your loved
ones were bit by a dog trained for fighting by a monstrous
human and know you didn't do your part in preventing the
crime by enforcing true punishments for the people who
commit such evil?

| support this one hundred ten percent

Maybe if it was a mandatory 10 year sentence, with no
possibility of parole, we wouldn't have as big a problem as we
do.
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We must protect the voiceless!! Please stop these cruel
criminals from harming any more animals or humans with
mandatory, longer jail time!!

Please send the message that the horrible cruelty towards the
animals forced into fighting - both the fighters and the "bait"
dogs - is unacceptable and will be severely punished.

Please make tougher laws for the crimes committed in dog
fighting. Please help to stop the horrible abuse and
suffering...Thank you!

As an owner of two rescued pit bulls, it is appalling that such
little accountability is involved with animal cruelty. We
wouldn't allow someone to treat our children that way, and
shouldn't allow our pets, our extended family members to be
treated that way either.
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#DoglivesMatterToo a life is a life. You be that change. Speak
for the unspoken.
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1 can'T pelieve tNat we IIVe 1IN @ CoUuNtry tnat Permits crimes Ike
this to continue. ONLY SIX MONTHS in jail for killing and laming
of animals is just a slap on the wrist. They get out of jail or
prison, steal some more dogs (maybe from your backyard),
abuse them to make them mean, pit them against each other,
dispose of the bodies, and do the cycle all over again. At some
point they will get tired of animals, and then what are you
going to do? | am a registered voter, and if you want my
vote...get tougher on animal abuse. Stop the PIT Fights! It could

lead to more dangerous endeavors.
| also believe fines should be imposed in all states. Illegal

gambling on sports outcomes have fines of $2,000 and more.
No one gets hurt in these situations except the sucker that
bets. Animals are living sentient beings and as a living being
deserve respect and as a vulnerable species deserve protection.
Anyone violating them should pay.



ANIMAL ABUSE NEEDS TOO STOP ASAP! THE JUDGES NEED TOO
BE TOUGHER ON ABUSER'S! AND STOP JUST GIVING THEM A
SLAP ON THE HAND. WHAT EVER HAPPEN TOO THE NEW LAW
IT'S A FELONY TOO ABUSE AN ANIMAL? WHY ISN'T IT BEING

PATRICIA PARTRIDGE NY USED?
Pauline King FL
Elizabeth Hurlbut IN
Roxane Patterson OH

we are supposed 1o be a civilized country, yet we allow this
horrible cruelty go on. The abuse of animals has been proven to
be linked with serious psychological illness, even serial killers. It
has also been proven dogs, and all animals have emotional
feelings, like terror, feel pain, and are highly intelligent. To let
these perpetrators go with minimal to no severe punishment
lets them free to do it to more animals or to human beings. Lets
start punishing these people so they fear doing this because of

Jane Heiar the severe results.
rachel daniels AK
Marie Wong NY

The punishment should fit the crime! why do we kill a dog
when it bites a child and not a man who violates her/him?
animals are capable of more love than humans will ever
deserve, specially dogs. Give abusers jail time earned for their
Diana Marin CcT crimes!
mary regan PA
The sentencing for people who fight dogs should be more
severe. These poor animals do not have a voice so we need to
do something about this. They do not deserve to be through

Shannon Savage IN that kind of torture for some idiot to make money!
Stop ALL dog fighting and any cruelty forever!! Come on
liz mccormick FL everyone, really, how could anyone think it's alright
Anna srebro
Please make sure that people who fight animals are punished
Myphon Hunt CA to the fullest extent of the law!
Mallory Kerley NY

Together, we can ensure that people who fight animals are
punished to the fullest extent of the law and make the world a
safer place for animals. Thank you for being a voice for the
Tamara Jhingoorie NY victims of animal fighting!
kelli mclawhorn VA People should be locked up for dog fighting
Dogs are companions not fighters!!This animal abusers should
be punish to the maximum! They can obviously kill a life ..no
respect at all ,therefore a stronger punishment should be
Danna Mariscal NJ implemented !!!
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Please make tougher laws and sentencing for animal abusers!
Please stand up innocent animals. They do not have a voice
except for those of us who choose to care. Please protect
them!

Dog fighting is abhorrent and cruel! It has no place in society
and should be outlawed! Please get tougher penalties in place
to punish those who engage in such horrid activity. Dogs
deserve to be protected, not tortured and no one should
benefit from their suffering.

I think it's amazing what these people do to save animals, |
myself rescued my cat from the kill list at my local shelter and
he is the best thing to happen to me! So thank you!!

Dog fighting is not a victimless crime. These animals do not
want to fight and the barbarians who engage in this practice
should spend YEARS in prison. If the sentences were tougher,
we could stop this senseless act of animal cruelty.

I'm almost speechless! How can humans be so cruel? (This is
the nightmare that will wake me up tonight...) Think of the
impact this atrocity has on the workers' souls! So let's spare the
animals and the workers as well.

A loophole? Despicable, deplorable, immoral. Thank the good
Lord we don't need to eat meat, which | happen to love the
taste of. But I'm a recent convert to vegetarianism, which as it
turns out it doesn't require discipline - just a conscience.
ridiculous 6 months, time to get real and give these assholes a
mandatory 10 years not only will you cut down on dogfighting,
but all the other illegal things that ride along with it,
drugs/betting/guns, get some cajones and do something right
for a change
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When you know how much cruelty, suftering, needless pain SO
MANY animals are subjected to for just one fight - and for
what? Certainly not a "sport" that decent upright citizens
engage in. It's deplorable, atrocious, and leaves deep scars on
the soul. Not to diminish the suffering of the animals, but we

the people, suffer as well.
Animal tighting Is In all communities, not just big cities. Aside

from the barbaric cruelty that the animals are victims of, there
are often other crimes associated with dog fighting such as
illegal weapons, drugs, extortion, child abuse, sexual assault,
arson and so on. In order to crack down on this despicable
activity there needs to be laws passed to give law enforcement
the tools needed to catch these criminals and truly crack down
against dog fighting.

If this were all okay, why not fight humans against their will?
How about bull elephants? Baboons? How about cats? Ferrets?
This is never okay. It is never okay to force two individuals,
regardless of species, to engage in violent activities for any
reason. These are puppies raised to fight-to-the-death against
other such puppies until they are old and strong enough to
actually kill. Animals who've been starved, dehydrated and
beaten and broken to the point where it becomes normal to
fight to survive in a domestic setting. This is not okay for our
pets of over 40,000 years. Yes, it has been at least that long
since the earliest domestication of canines from wolf-related
species. Their name is "Canis lupus familiaris." We are "Homo
sapiens sapiens." We've hunted and lived side by side for a
longer period of time than we've been farming on this Earth. Is
this the legacy we want, or that they deserve, after all of that?
Fighting for human financial gain? It is an absurd thought that
this can be allowed, and therefore, ethically, it cannot be.

This activity is demeaning for the people involved...the
breeders, fighters, and spectators...to use animals and not care
if both or one gets injured or killed is babaric. Woud you want
someone like this living around YOU? What or who is next for
thrills?
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DOG FIGHTING IS ANIMAL ABUSE PEOPLE NEED TO BE
PUNISHED FOR DOING IT.

Please help us protect innocent animals from the greed and
hatred of heartless criminals. The current guidelines need to be
updated to reflect the society we see as 'enlightened'.

We need to be stricter with our laws for all animal cruelty.

Lommissioners--please take action tnis cycle 1o make tnese
changes. This is an outrageous crime against so many innocent
animals and the current sentencing guidelines provide no
deterrent and send no real message to reflect the horrific
nature of this crime. | urge you to take action against this type
of cruelty. Please speak for me and for the animals with your
actions. They are counting on you and so are all of us who take
this crime so seriously. The people engaged in these activities
are often capable of hurting people too. Your move to make
these changes protects us all.

I'm 100% in...animal cruelty needs to be taken seriously.

Please stop the torture. Begging you.
Violence in all it's forms must be addressed and punishment

must fit the crime. The link between animal and human
violence has been proved and we must take all steps necessary
to break the cycle. Animals used in dogfighting suffer horribly
and to allow humans to profit from abuse and death can not
continue.
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the fact that no strict guidelines exist for these MF's has forever
enraged me. i am appalled at this time and age animals are
allowed to be treated this way with no consequences. how can
this abuse stop if we allow it to never change uuuuuuugh
people disgust me!

Dog fighting should hold higher penalties, people like Michael
Vick should be put on a registry like sexual predators they
shouldn't be allowed to evwer own any type of animal ever

#GetTough stop this activity by punishing those degenerates

involved.
Domestic canines depend on humans to provide them with

food, shelter, medical care, and love. They also depend on us to
stand up for them against society's cruelest members. Five
years in jail for the atrocities committed by dog fighters is a
joke. The penalty needs to be more more substantial to deter
these monsters who only care for themselves from committing
these crimes.

People should NOT use animals for anything except to LOVE
and CUDDLE.

We need to ensure that the punishment fits the crime and this
would be a small step taken in that direction. Please take this
action!

People that tight animals are cruel and vicious. |0 take an
innocent trusting animal such as a dog and deliberately
mistreat and torture it to make it mean is unforgivable and
disrespectful of living things. There is something Evil within a
person to abuse any living thing that God created.... These
people are psychopaths and should be put in jail for their
haneous crimes and never allowed back into society . They
have no respect for life and will do it again or worse.

we need tougher laws and punishment for animal fighting and
abuse... show people that the law will no longer give a slap on
the wrist for animal cruelty.

This vilness has gone on for far too long.
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rFeopie wWno promote or enjoy tNis Kina of pbarparism are a
threat to society and should not be allowed to walk free.
Anyone who preys on innocent animals will also prey on
innocent people. By allowing them to walk free without
adequate penalty encourages them to continue their
barbarism. This puts not only animals at risk, but the people
who cannot look the other way, and must take action to help
the animals they see in these situations. Please, update the
guidelines to better reflect appropriate punishment in these
convictions.

The day we can change these laws and make these animal
abusers held accountable will be a remarkable day for everyone
who has a compassionate heart. Please hear our plea for this
amazing breed. There is no bad dog only bad owners!

Dog fighting needs to be considered a felony for everyone
involved. Those breeding/buying/selling dogs, using them as
bait dogs, using them as fighting dogs as well as spectators who
are joining in by attending fights, gambling, and encouraging
these horrific acts. The sentence for all involved that do any
harm to these dogs needs to be a minimum of at least 5 years
in prison along with fines, never allowed to own a dog and
added to the FBI's list of animal abusers. We need stricter laws
to start doing something of substance to stop dog fighting!

These animals deserved so much more from humanity. Please
don't let these horrific actions go so horrifically under punished.

Getting tough in Ky. Love,Cisco,Ada,Achilles,Gabe and Molly <3
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The type of behaviors and morality that people who participate
in and propagate dog fighting are the same people who have or
will commit much more heinous crimes (although in my eyes
there is nothing above profiting off of animals bred, tortured,
and forced to fight to the death). If we truly believe that we are
either rehabilitating or preventing those types of people, then
make sure the sentencing is effective enough to do so. The
current guidelines fall FAR below what is justified and effective.
We need your help to end this grotesque chapter in our society.
Please...make the punishment fit the crime. Animal abuse and
torture is not a minimum sentence crime. It is more horrendous
than prank calling. It is more abominable than copyright
infringement. Make the sentencing mirror that fact. Thank you.
| agree that dog fighting should result in prison time and in my
opinion longer than 5 years. Animals should be loved and
trained to love, not to be vicious.

| absolutely do agree that the laws should change, Congress
needs to to update the laws so the sentences reflect the
crimes. Dog fighting is a horrific crime inflicted upon these poor
animals who have done absolutely nothing to deserve such a
thing! And people who are ignorant of these things need to
remember it is the Deed, not the Breed!

We need this to stop animal fighting is crucial and just as
inhumane as abuse. animals are not for fighting they are to
love. Please help to make harsher punishment for they cannot
speak up and say they hate it or it hurts them they need you to
protect them and care about them.

Animal protection is being ignored by most of our elected
officials in Kentucky. Many citizens are working to make us a
better state for all animals.

Help end this!

Hate dog fighting and the people that raise their dogs so cruely.
They deserve to rot in jail. Dogs are so loyal and deserve more
than that. They trust us and we can't let them down like that.
There must be appropriate sentencing for anyone convicted of
dog fighting.
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I live in upstate New York where people just get rid of their
animals on the side of the road or kill them when they can't
afford them my family and | have 3 dogs and 1 cat/dog lol all
rescued and if | had the means we would take in more

Denise Coffey

Actually my opinion is that the 5 year prison term should be the
MINIMUM NOT the maximum. People involved in animal
fighting KNOW they are in the wrong and are being cruel to
animals and should, therefore, go to prison for a minimum of 5
years.

A slap on the wrist for the horrible things done to dogs (and all
animals) is way to little a deterent. Please make it unacceptable
to continue these painful, killing acts to happen. Let the
punishment fit the crime!

Please do this it must be done.

Please will you amend the animal fighting sentencing
guidelines. This is a very serious and cruel crime. Someone
needs to protect these poor, innocent animals from this abuse.
Thank you very much.
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vear LommisSIoners, | Write T0 Thank you Tor considering an
amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5
years prescribed by Congress in 2008. Federal judges defer to
the sentencing guidelines when faced with unfamiliar crimes
like dog fighting so your action is critical to ensure that these
crimes are sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible. Thank you very much for your consideration of this
important issue.

Animals need to be protected from creeps and other bad
people. They can not speak for themselves. Please stongly
consider the maximum prison sentences for these people. You
are the only one who can make a difference. Thank you for
your consideration.

Any person who abuses animals or humans should be punished
and receive a prison sentence.

This is something that is very important to my family. Our dog
came from an abused past. We would want nothing more than
less dogs experiencing the pain and trauma that our Yadi
experienced. For this to occur, stiffer penalties need to be in
place and utilized for animal cruelty criminals.

i love aspcal!!

This cruel and inhumane action does nothing but enrich the
owners or sponsors of this type of cruelty. Let your sentencing
guidelines reflect these non values and serve as deterrents to
this type of "sporting event"
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who take pleasure in being violent to animals, or even those
who enjoy spectating, for example spectators of dog fighting,
are likely to become violent towards other people, especially
women and children. Many people are watching closely in the
hope you greatly increase the punishment for this abhorrent
abuse of animals.What sickens millions of people is not just
these people who are the very ugliest section of humanity,but
the often inept sentences meted out, for example a mere ban
on keeping dogs in the future. The government and courts must
be aware of the fury generated among voters when we see
such pathetic leniency to the sort of people who use cats and
kittens and fox cubs to be ripped apart by dogs being trained to
fight, which does not deter others from committing the same
offences. It is just not good enough for a government to say the
courts are independent and decide the appropriate
punishments. If a country is serious about wanting to stamp out
appalling cruelty to animals, people need to be properly
punished. Similarly, there is evidence that people even
witnessing violence towards animals (eg spectators of dog
fighting,) often are shown to become violent towards other
people As you will know, these dogs are a severe danger to
people as well there have been thousands of cases all over the
world where people, especially children, have been
catastrophically injured and even killed by dogs trained to fight.
Dogfighting activities attract other serious crimes, such as
gambling, drug dealing, weapons offenses and money
laundering. It is not unusual for children to be victimized by this
culture as well - either taken to fighting events by the very
adults they should be able to count on to shield them from
harm, or chronically exposed to squalid and dangerous living
conditions. | know many people around the world, notjust in

PLEASE MAKE PEOPLE THAT LET DOGS FIGHT DUE TIME MAKE
THE PUNISHMENT FIT THE CRIME. PLEASE WE ARE TALKING FOR
ANIMALS THAT DON'T HAVE VOICES, WE ARE THEIR VOICES.

I'm sure you'll be bombarded by all the facts about dogfighting
that hurt our society and economy. This is a senseless act of
violence and a precedent needs to be set. Don't wait for
another celebrtiy story to bring this to national light. Tighten
the chains on dog fighting penalties please.
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Please do all you can to enforce greater punishment to those
individuals who engage in such horrific activities. The animals
desperately need our help. Thank you so much!!

Dog Fighting is a Cruel sport and any invidual(s) involved in this
senceless activity should be held actablefor their actions

As a civilized society, we must protect those who have no voice.
Animals fall in this category. Please do the right thing and
update the guidelines to reflect the maximum penalty possible.

INIS IS TNE MOST NOrripie Practice and Drutalty practice tTowaras
dogs. They use poor, unsuspecting "bait dogs" who have no
idea they are supposed to fight and are bitten and hurt so bad -
imagine their suffering and they didn't do anything to deserve
it. You MUST stop this practice and sentence these cruel people
to long prison terms - not just a small fine and slap on the wrist
with a short prison sentence. This is very cruel and | am
ashamed that this is allowed to be happening in my country.
Save these animals and stronger punishments toward the
offenders.

There individuals are sick , they need mental help .
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Punishment must be made ! These animals have no one but us
to be their voice and fight for them! Jail it is!

Please make those pay a huge price for animal fighting. What
kind of people are they anyway??? Dangerous themselves
indeed. Please do whatever possible to make this a lengthy
punishment. Ty

Whatever you need me to do to help free these animals from
the abuse and cruelty they face each and everyday,| will do. It's
time for these money-hungry self-righteous bastards to serve
serious time for their crimes against these helpless creatures.
Judy Rodakis Registered voter Virginia Beach VA

Please crack down on dog fighting, it's a barbaric brutal sport,
We Are Their Voice!!!

all animals deserve protection from man's cruelty!anyone who
goes to a dogfight are participates in any way should be treated
as a felon!20 years prison time with the murderers and rapists!

Please amend the animal fighting guidelines. This is an
extremely brutal and serious crime and needs to reflect this in
the maximum prison sentence allowed. The animals cannot ask
for help. It is up to us to protect them!

This is so important.

We need to put these terrible people in jail at least 5 years.
Look at Mike Vick, he got off and then was allowed to play
football again. This is a terrible thing, and those poor dogs don't
want to fight, they are forced. There are so many wonderful pit
bulls out there, we need to protect them. Please do this.
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Animals, like dogs, rely on people to teach them how to
behave. When a human misuses this trust and teaches the
animal to be aggressive, he or she not only endangers the
animal's life through the fights and ongoing stress of such an
existence, but also endangers the possible quality of life the
animal may have if rescued. Animals who are trained to be
aggressive will have to spend precious days, weeks, years re-
learning how to trust humans and other animals. This may
seriously hurt the animal's chance of adoption and a place in a
loving home. Please amend federal animal fighting sentencing
guidelines to more accurately reflect the seriousness of this
crime. Thank you for your time and consideration of this issue!

People like Micheal Vick get off to easy after the torture these
animals are subject to. Make the law fit the crime! PLEASE

I am unclear whether 5 years is enough time for these
depraved criminals. Animals are to be loved and cherished, not
beaten, mistreated, and trained to fight to the death. The
people who do this are sick individuals who have no regard for
anything.

All animals deserve love not violence

Please use your influence to maximize the sentences for these
abhorrent crimes.

We need at the very least do what's human for gods creatures
if we can do it for each other.

Please make the price a violator pays for their involvement in
this horifying crime significant by passing this amendment to
punish these violators to the fullest extent.

1, personally, would give them much more jail time!
The people who perpetrate these terrible crimes must be
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. It should be more

than 5 years, but it is a good start.
It is way passed time that these Human animals that are

engaged in this type of crime and cruelty are treated as the sub-
human class that they are and taken off the streets for longer
periods of time. Research proves people that engage in animal
cruelty are much more prone to cause harm to other
Humans!!!! Please change the sentencing guidelines.
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Quote Mahatma Gandhi - The greatness of a nation can be
judged by the way its animals are treated - Please help make
our world a better place.

The dogs never volunteer or agree to fight. The people behind
this cruel activity deserve prison time. They need to realize that
their decision to engage in this deadly pastime comes with
serious consequences. Please consider this request as one of
thousands that want the punishment to fit the crime.

Dog Tighting Is barbaric and lllegal, and we Just can't understand
why heartless, law-breaking, people who cannot possilbly have
a conscience, either, continue this abuse ... obviously the
penalties in current effect are not stiff enough to deter them ...
it's all about money, so putting offenders and anyone
participating in or being a spectator to, in jail for a time, plus
monetary fines, may be a start ... thank you so much for
fighting to send a larger message to these horrible inhumane
offenders!

A message needs to be sent to those who hurt animals that this
will not be tolerated. This cruelty is just the first steps to big
things like child abuse, spouse abuse and more. Please pass
stronger laws with no loopholes.

Please make these changes - these animals suffer tremendously
and the owners are involved in so many other criminal activities-
So harmful to society-women & children. The long term affects
are devastating. Please please do the right thing and punish to

A world without healthy, happy dogs is not a healthy world.

The egregious practice of animal fighting MUST BE STOPPED &
punished severely for those engaged in this horrible activity!
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Years ago, | saw a puppy being choked and hung in the air to
train for fighting and | always said | would do what ever | could
to stop dog fighting. Please hlep throw the book at these
terrible people.

It is your duty and mine to speak up and protect these poor
creatures who cannot save themselves due to the evil man
inflicts on them. Do the right thing and issue the harshest
punishment possible to these monsters.

Forcing these unique, loving and intelligent animals to fight
each other is a horrendous crime. Any person who does so
should be harshly punished. Please, please do the right thing
and approve this amendment.

Thank you for the work you do for this cause

If we don't protect these animals, who will?

Animal fighting and any animal abuse deserve to be punished
severely. The next step for most abusers is humans.

Please amend the animal fighting sentencing guidelines to
reflect the seriousness of this crime and affirm the brutality of
animal fighting.
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for our animals. | have a dog myself that | rescued 5 years ago
and he, Jay-Jay is the sweetiest dog on earth. Dogs or any other
animal have feelings too, and they know who is a good person
(human). It is ad to see that animals are still having a much
lower rank status in society. But many animals do their good to
people in need, such as therapeutic animals for people with
mental disorders, epilepsy or for blind people. Some of them
are working dogs for law enforcement. Too many animals are
abused and thrown away. It is so sad to see how these helpless
creatures suffer and nobody seems to care when it comes to
prosecuting their abuser. MANY just receive a fine but no jail
time.

Any person who intentionally hurts, injures, or maims any dog,
or cat, except for the purpose of self-defense, or in defense of
another person, should not be allotted 'time for good
behavior'. If the dogs weren't having 'a good time', the
organizers should not be allowed any mercy, during their
vacation from killing dogs.

The law has been to lenient with these monsters. They must
pay.

No living creature deserves the kind of horrific treatment these
fighting animals must endure before they die a painful death.
Please help!
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6-26-2015, MY FAMILY, FRIENDS, AND | WRITE TO THANK YOU
FOR CONSIDERING AN AMENDMENT TO THE ANIMAL FIGHTING
GUIDELINES IN YOUR 2015/2016 AMENDMENT CYCLE. WE
URGE YOU TO ACT THIS CYCLE TO UPDATE THE GUIDELINES TO
BETTER REFLECT THE MAXIMUM PRISON SENTENCE OF 5-YEARS
PRESCRIBED BY CONGRESS IN 2008!

IT IS THE RIGHT THING TO DO!

this a cruel thing to do to an innocent animal these cowards
would not get in the ring with one of these dogs they are
starving and have been beaten and abused they fight so hard to
have relief these sub humans should be treated the very same
way the law you cant treat a human this way but these are sub
humans shouldn't have any rights at all

This is much needed and long overdue. Please, do the right
thing and update and approve the guidelines to punish those
who choose to continue to do these horrible things to these
defenseless animals. Thank you for your attention to this very
important issue!

Please, take compassion on those entrusted to us by being the
stern voice and mighty fist for those who have none

It's okay if human beings want to beat each to death they have
choices they have a voice. BUT dogs and animals all do not have
a choice do not have a voice therefore it is up to those with a
caring and aware voice to ban this outrageous and murderous
act to be halted once and for all or are we still living in caves?

I would like to see these liw lifes made into gladiators,and made
to fight to the death!
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We need to have harsher punishment

please help us and the animal,animals desserve better than
this...

You know better!!!!
Please pass a strict amendment to stop all animal fighting.
When animals are treated with respect, so shall humans.

We are the protectors of these innocents.

MORE OF A DETERRENT NEEDED!! PLEASE LOOK AT THE
PICTURES OF DOG FIGHTING IF YOU NEEDS CONVINCING!!!
MORE THAN 5 YEARS IS NEEDED TO PUNISH THIS ANIMAL
TORTURE!!!

PLEASE SEND A MESSAGE THAT ANIMAL CRUELTY WILL NOT BE
TOLERATED AND JUSTICE WILL BE SWIFT AND SEVERE. THANK
YOU
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As with any crime, the only way to stop animal cruelty is to
make the punishment strong enough that people will think
twice before abusing helpless animals. We are the only
advocates for abused animals. Let their pain be heard through
stronger sentencing.

Animal fighting penalties MUST be increased! The penalty must
fit the depravity of the crime! Animal fighting doesn't belong in
a civilized society. Please increase the penalty at the Federal
level.

Please stop animal fighting and make the punishable offense

lengthier and a felony. Thank you!
Five years with no probation as a sentence is the very

minimum. Those involved in this inhumane activity need to
know and therefore be deterred that they are going to do
serious time when caught promoting or engaged in this activity.
Bystanders as well as owners and promoters should feel the
wrath of a civilized society.

Ot course those involved with any kind ot animal fighting, or
the theft of pets to "train" their animals to kill, should receive
very stiff penalties - at least several years in prison. But
attendees at these "events" should also be punished severely,
unless they can prove that they were undercover police or
investigative reporters.

Please do consider this important guideline and do all in your
power to protect innocent dogs. Thank you, Janeen Teixeira

Activities like dog fighting are often linked with other criminal
activity. Strengthening sentencing guidelines will keep criminals
off of the streets. Please consider this amendment strongly as
the United States should strive to be a humane country - for all
living creatures. Thank you, Kathryn Gregorio

As long as the people who run dog fighting rings get off with a
slap on the hand if they get caught - the dog fighting will never
stop. We need stronger penalties for sponsers and spectators
alike.
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Many dogs are forced into fighting. Please do your part to help
this sad and cruel crime for the sake of dogs, who have become
a part of our families. Be the voice for the dogs and other
animals who are forced into fighting for the enjoyment of our
inhumane society.

Dog fighting must stop - this inhumane, cruel and disgusting
practice has no place in any time period, but much less in 2015.

Please consider an amendment to the animal fighting
guidelines. There should be a maximum prison sentence of five

years attached to this. Thank you for your consideration.
ININK OT IT this way - IVIichael VIcK - he gets to walk around - and

even still play Pro Football - and America gets to see him on
National TV - after what he did. That in and of itself is a crime.
Though you can't help that the NFL turned a blind eye to his
crimes - the US government should not. This is an absolutely
disgusting and antiquated practice that should have always
been a crime. Now is the time to take a serious step towards
making the people who decide to do this pay dearly for their
choices.

Think of going into the ring yourself and fight to the death with
a someone who is also fighting for his life....only one will remain
standing. How does that feel? Now get tough on these
scumbags. Lock the up with every dog lover in prison and then
check on them in 15-20 years.

these people who continue to conduct themselves in such a
sick manner need to be behind bars-they will not stop with
dogs-sign this new amendment into law-please now!

please make these sentences as harsh a possible, as it may be
the only way that this cruelty will be discouraged and ended....

A person who abuses any animal in fighting is lacking in basic
kindness and compassion. Please make the penalties very harsh
to hopefully make a deterrent to this kind of behavior toward
any defenseless animal.

Animal cruelty is a serious problem. Anyone who abuses,
neglects, fights, or leaves an animal in a hot car should face stiff
penalty. We need to be their voices and ensure the punishment
fits the crime.
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People too often don't few animals as the loving, innocent souls
that they are. This often leads to heinous and cruel acts against
them and there needs to be more punishment for such an
awful crime.

Animal fighting abuses animals,kills animals in torturous ways,
promotes illegal gambling, supports organized crime, and
inures humans to the mistreatment of all living creatures.

I highly recommend as an animal lover to simplify sentencing
for judges. Our society needs to understand the ramifications of
committing such heinous crimes as animal fighting carries a
swift and severe punishment.

We really need to stop this atrocious activity. Why are humans
allowed to punish animals for their entertainment ?! Are we

still in the age of the gladiators ? This country is supposed to be
CIVILIZED and yet we allow this uncivilized practice to continue
Il PLEASE make it illegal in all states and prosecute those found

to the fullest !! Thank you !!
Dogs are starved, beaten, and tortured--to torce them to tight

to the death!!! People with no moral compass bet on these
dogs! The SADISM, the cruelty, and the exteme suffering these
dogs have to endure are simply horrific! Please update the
guidelines and allow the maximum prison sentence of 5 (or
even more if possible) as prescribed by Congress in 2008. Thank
you for helping these animals because they CAN'T SPEAK for
themselves!!!

Stricter penalties couldn't come soon enough. Dog fighting is a
fetid sewer.
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No animal deserves to live in such a cruel environment. Please
help!

I think it is so barbaric to treat animals this way. | would prefer
harsher sentences because most get off with less time because
of plea bargains and no prier convictions. It should be more
than a slap on the wrist.

How long must this go on? Please make it stop - now!

The stupidity of this practice is evident to most of us, all but the
relative few who practice it. A law is a good basis to move to
eliminate this despicable activity. Time in jail might impress
these imbeciles.

You guys are great and fighting for the totally right stuff. Total
supporter!

Please make this black hearted people pay with time in prison
in God's name...please

PLEASE help the defenseless animals!! Hopefully, it'll save more
animals in the future! Thank you very much!!

Speak up for those that depend on us to be their voice. Please!
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Dog fighting is cruel and The criminals that take part should
receive the maximum Penalty for there crimes.

I'm an Animal lover and the law needs to get tougher on people
who abuse or fight any animal.

Any type of animal abuse is unacceptable, cruel and appalling.
The offenders should receive more than a fine or warning and
receive the 5 years maximum prison sentence to exemplify the
significance of their crimes. These harsh sentences will
hopefully discourage future abuse of innocent animals
nationwide. Thank you.

I am the proud animal parent of a cat that came from an
abused home. He is well loved and very well taken care of now.
However, his past owner inflicted pain upon him | can still see
today in his behavior. Those who hurt my darling cat deserve a
more sever punishment. We who love animals understand that
animals can not always choose their homes, or how they come
into this world. But those of us who love our pets can make a
choice and give our pets the voice they deserve. Cruelty
towards animals is no different than cruelty towards people.
Please take the time to consider this bill and help those who do
not have a voice receive the justice they deserve. Thank you
sincerely from myself and for my darling cat, Loki.

Thanks. | am requesting 2 kits please. This is for me and my
niece | want to explain the importance of it to her, thanks.
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second clip of a dog fight when a dog does not want to fight?
Based on the current sentencing i would say NO you have not.
Dog fighting is a vicious, disgusting, torturous crime that is
committed on a voiceless defenseless life that we call "mans
best friend" The sentencing and fines are honestly a joke , they
are laughable . A $5000 fine ...they can make 5 times that
amount in one fight how are these people to know not to this
again when we don't take punishment seriously. These people
convicted of these crimes are a danger not only to these
helpless amazing animals but also to us. If a person can do that
to voiceless animal imagine what they can do to you or | or our
children, They are violent people committing crimes OF
TORTURE ON A LIFE.. NOT A HUMAN LIFE ..BUT A LIFE NONE
THE LESS. | personally believe 5 years is not enough but its a
start . Please reconsider these extremely light sentencing and
MAKE THE TIME MATCH THE CRIME!!!! Thank you, Sidney
McDonald

Help stop this senseless slaughter of animals this is abuse at it's
worset..!! Give Dogs a fighting chance... Not the Owner...!! He
needs to pay for his role in all of this. THE DOG SHOULD BE THE
ONLY WINNER'S IN THIS FIGHT....!!

I remember my dad saying: "do unto others as though you
were the others" and | wish these criminals could be in the
"paws" of their victims just once. Maybe they would think
twice??

Please make the punishment much stronger for these horrible
people who get enjoyment from this brutal activity. Dogs are
wonderful and loving animals and do not deserve to be treated
in this way. These people don't deserve to be in the same room
as these sweet dogs.
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Please stop this barbaric practice. Parents should be role
models of compassion for their children. When children see
their parents treat animals this way, they grow up less
compassionate, less caring, and less respectful of all living
beings. Please help us build a compassionate nation.

Crimes against animals are every bit as heinous as crimes
against humans. Perpetrators need to feel the full measure of
the law.

I am thrilled to see possible changes in guidelines. A change is
absolutely necessary! i believe the maximum punishment

let this happen we must put them away and teach them lesson
that we will not stand for this torture of these innocent
beautiful lives! Theses are dangerous people | do not want in
my community and do not feel safe knowing if they can order a
pure innocent loyal life to FIGHT UNTIL DEATH ..that is pure evil
and you need to be punished accordingly!!!! A $5000 can too
easily be made during one fight how is that even a
punishment??? The sentencing needs to doubled and fines
tripled. We need to make sure it is to much a risk for the person
to dog fight that they never want to do it again!!!

Animal fighting is a very barbaric so called "sport" for some
people who obviously have nothing better to do. These poor
animals are not born this way and are trained to fight and not
given any other choice and could of just as easily been trained
to been therapy dogs if they had been given the chance. Thank
you very much for your time on this very special topic.
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Dog fighting is NOT an unfamiliar crime. A judge has power and
should use it to appropriately sentence those who simply sneer
at laws protecting animals,particularly those who indulge in dog
fighting as a money making endeavor, with absolutely no
conscience or awareness that these are living, breathing life
forms that feel and suffer as we do. Judges, you have the power
to enforce the law and mete out the proper punishments.Too
often, these perpetrators show up in court (on advice and
guidance of their lawyers) as well dressed and groomed
members of society who couldn't possibly be guilty of the
barbaric crimes they're accused of. | truly hope our judges can
see through these ridiculous ruses, otherwise, we have

completely lost the essence of our humanity.
Please do all you can to protect things animals by sending a

message to their owners that what they are doing is so wrong
and cruel. These dogs just want to be loved like any other dog.
How would these so called humans that make dogs fight to the
death for money feel if someone made them fight to their
death for money. There are so many sports in the world to
enjoy this does not need to exist.

Ihe lives of hell these INnnocent animals have to endure until
either rescued, killed, or discarded when no longer useful for
fighting or breeding is heartbreaking. Those capable of the
cruelty that is animal fighting deserve to serve time for their
crime and be an example to others who disregard living
creatures as worthy of any compassion or care. | urge you to
act on this amendment and update the guidelines for those
able to inflict punishment to deter others profiting from these
crimes.

Where is our humanity as a society if we allow animal fighting
to continue

PLEASE stop dogfighting!!

Human beings must be humane. Thank you for considering an
amendment to animal fighting fuidelines in 2015/2016
amendment cycle. If not us, then who?

Please, | urge you to act and stop/help prevent this useless
activity.

Please help enforce stronger sentences for those convicted of
dog fighting! Thank you.
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Please update the guidelines. Dogfighting is a heinous crime.
Dog fighting is wrong on many levels. Animals are suffering at
the expense of sick individuals while the punishment for these
crimes remain minimal. No animal should have to suffer at the
hand of man and get away with it.

Yes | agree dog fighting is wrong an they should be punished.
Dog fighting is wrong an people who do that to dogs should be
punished.

Thank you for helping to fight animal abuse! It needs to end!

1 DENEVE LNE MITIIMUIT SETNLEncing or aog Hgrurng snouiu diwdys
be at least 5 years!!! They torture starve,beat and even murder
these innocent lives without a blink of the eye cold hearted evil
spirits. VIOLENCE IS VIOLENCE, TORTURE IS TORTURE ,AND
TAKING A LIFE IS TAKING A LIFE!! Yes these animals are not
humans and they are not as complex as us but they can feel

with child molestation and rape just so extremely heinous and
vicious for no reason!!!! Please not single person who has
witnessed this crime would agree that the current sentencing is
morally correct or fair it is almost a joke. Please make a
change!!!

WHY ONLY 5YEARS DO THEM JUST LIKE THEY TREAT MANS BEST
FRIEND YOUR PUPY WILL DIE FOR YOU BUT THE SOBS DOWN
FOR HURTING THE BEST LOVING FRIEND A PERSON COULD
HAVE JIM&HELFA

Seriously, you need to be asked to do the right thing???!!!
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Took him straight to our VET for the Haven does not take good
care of the rescued dogs to adopt-saw this first hand.Our vet
noted he had worms and an infection. We got him all of his
shots, which they said they had done. Brought him home and
kept from my 4 yr old adopted girl for 4 weeks. They said they
had him neutered-which was in or adoption fee/but he was on
top of my little one humping,she became scared of him and had
surgery on left leg. Took him to the vet-they had not done a
complete job- then he noted scars on him and fear of other
male dogs- told us he had signs of being a bait dog-we were
angry,but did not give up on our boy-not his fault-heartless
people- money hungry and blood thirsty-took us over a year of
keeping them seperate, giving him a lot of love-showing all
people are not mean. Now hi and my little mutt get along most
of the time until he chases her down and gets on top of her. Vet
i for our loves going to operate and because of being a bait dog-
he is on prozac,took awhile for him to get use to the effects.
What he went thru has caused him to be jealous of anyone not
wholly spending time only on him. My little one wants to love
him like the one we had before that passed from chew rawhide
w/chicken in it from CHINA-USA only now. They have caused us
misery and poor JANGO and little PADME a hard time together.
He sees me as Mama/on bed w/me now feeling safew/ his
master @ night.They should be prosecuted as when a man
beats and abuses women/I have no respect for them/but our
boy will be with us all of his life and they get all
shots/heartworm pills on 10th for every dog we ever had. | am
68 w/a disability as is my husband/our son lives here to take
care of us and my husband has grown to love having him lay
w/him-God lead my son to his cage/others were scared of him-I

want to see them pay for hurting God's angels on earth! They
It's time to select judges tfrom young and up-to-date individuals

of varied occupations who will represent those who care for the
planet and all who inhabit it, instead of selecting from out-of-
date oldies who belong to a group of people who have (almost
without exception) previously represented criminals for
monetary gain.

No animal should be put in this position for the sheer
entertainment/profit of humans. Humans that would have any
involvement in this in any way are pure evil. The world is better
off without them. They're a disgrace.
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Animal Abusers NEED MORE EXTREME HARSH PUNISHMENT. To
many people doing this crap n barely if any punishment
happens. Stop the violence

All my dogs have been rescue dogs with unknown histories, but
signs of abuse. | cannot understand the feelings of people who
enjoy and promote dog fighting. If they think that pain is good,
let them take up mixed martial fighting. But forcing a
vulnerable animal to provide your enjoyment by getting hurt,
maimed or even killed makes me feel that these people should
trade places with the dog. Stiff and sure sentences are needed
for people involved in this cruel sport. And sentences should be
standard nationwide to discourage just moving the operation.

Please act during this cycle on this urgent matter of sentencing
guidelines in order for Federal Judges to be able to defer to it
when sentencing these inhumane and horrific dog fighters.
Thank You

You must stop the brutal animal abuse the dogfights are
causing. Make the punishments stricter and crack down on the
people doing this horrific thing.

First of all thank you so much for taking the time to accept the
publics opinion on this matter, The punishment for dog fighting
is extremely shockingly low. These crimes are horrific and easy
for them to commit ,when they receive these small fines and
short sentencing what is really the message ...they don't learn
anything, they pay some chump change serve a couple months
and then are out with new dogs to torture and kill in no time.
We need to let them know we WILL NOT TOLERATE THE
TORTURE OF THESE INNOCENT LIFES HERE IN AMERICA! What
do we have to loose by sending them to jail longer???? | am
asking for the MINIMUM sentencing to be 5 years. These are
dangerous people whom also are always in this case associated
with either drugs, gangs, guns or other illegal activity. Please
don't fail theses animals, we need much harsher laws to match
the horrible crime!
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Dog fighting is a sickening thing | do not know how anyone gets
any pleasure out of watching it at least men who fight in the
ring are able to make that decision on their own dogs do not.

Stronger punishment for animal abuse is needed. Be a hero for
animals and support this change. Thank you

I would like to speak loudly on this issue and be the voice for
my pittbull "Dakota Sky". He is a self rescued pitt meaning my
adult son and | took him from 2 people who were abusing him
terribly as a puppy so he could be a fighting pitt. I'm from
Harrisburg, PA area and this is an issue where nothing is being
done at all. Officers and most public just look the other way. So
please pass this and penalties should be even more harsh for
animal abuse period. It shouldn't be harder penalties just for
dog fighting, harder penalties for all animal abuse & cruelty.
Thank you for your time.

It is an absolute atrocity what the so-called human beings do to
and how they torture these poor dogs. The majority of it is for
profit because they bet on these dogfights but they also
obviously get some type of twisted pleasure out of watching
these poor animals being sacrificed. A slap on the wrist and a
monetary fine means nothing to them. This has to be stopped
and the only way it's going to stop it that our laws and penalties
get stronger and the punishment is severe. Substantial jail time
has to be included for this horrific animal abuse.

Evil doers like that should be heavily punished. We have
enough problems as it is in the world without people like that
walking around abusing living things. Every countries in this
world really need to start taking animal abuses seriously. And
please, ban from owning or working with any animals for life!
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Please ensure that these "people" receive the maximum

sentence for their atrocious crimes against animals. Thank you.
We as citizens need to Engage in a society that holds people

accountable for cruelty to animals. Animals are a responsibility,
they are not disposable. People who mistreat animals should
be held accountable, and if they use these animals for cruel
intentions they should be severely punish for their crime,
involvement and actions.

Animal tighting is a horrible business that is so abusive to all
variety of animals including dogs. It has also been proven to
involve the selling of drugs, gambling, and teaching children
who attend such events to devalue the lives of animals which
can also lead them to torture and abuse animals themselves.
This has been documented to then involve the abuse, torture
and murder of human beings.

This is the 21st Century - why are we still behaving like
barbarians? Make the punishment fit the crime.

We must set better standards in this country, including
appropriate punishment for animal cruelty in the form of
animal fighting. There must be consequences for illegal actions.
And, we must set the precedence for other countries around
humane treatment of all creatures.

Punish these people making dogs fight as cruelly as they treat
the dogs! Please pass laws as harsh as their cruelty. And do it
quickly before more dogs suffer!
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Thank you for taking this under consideration. This is very
important to me & | am looking forward to your support. Thank
you.

PLEASE strengthen the laws to seriously punish those who deal
in dog fighting. | unfortunately, live in the #1 state for dog
fighting (SO embarrassing). This is so terribly cruel; IT HAS TO
STOP. | honestly don't know any other "sport" that is so cruel.
Pets are stolen to use in fighting, small dogs to use as bait to
train the fighting dogs, they live under horrific conditions, are
starved, beaten and chained. This is just pure EVIL. Those
involved have got to be stopped. Our helpless dogs/pets
depend on us. We cannot get our government in Raleigh to
adopt any new laws to protect any of our animal here in NC. |
have tried myself. Please step up to the plate and give us the
laws we need to fight this terrible evil crime. Thank you.
Animals as we know cannot speak for themselves, therefore
they have to depend on our humanity see that they're treated
decently. Hasn't it scientifically been proven that people who
abuse animals have a much greater proclivity to abuse humans
as well.So let's try to nip this in the bud.

In animal cruelty cases the punishment should fit the crime.
Sandy Young

Animal fighting or any other kind of animal abuse is so
uncivilized and barbarous. | believe that those who engage in
this type of activity will often go on to other unconscionable
acts. Maximum prison sentences should be imposed.

Please, be there for innocent animals! We are their voice!
Please, think of and protect all animals! We are their voice!
Please stop this dog fighting once & for all!!! This needs to be
stopped immediately!! These animals are not brought into this
world for this mean thing that happens to them.
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vear LOmmISSIONers, | Write T0 tnank you Tor consiaering an
amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5
years prescribed by Congress in 2008. Federal judges defer to
the sentencing guidelines when faced with unfamiliar crimes
like dog fighting so your action is critical to ensure that these
crimes are sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible. Thank you very much for your consideration of this
important issue. Sarah Brown

Please help! And take action!

IT IS ALREADY A FELONY TO CAUSE HARM TO AN ANIMAL, THIS
AND ANY OTHER THING TO MAKE THIS LAW MORE
ENFORCEABLE AND PUNISHMENT TO THE MAXIMUM NEEDS TO
BE COMOLETED YESTERDAY-- AND IF IT ENVO;LVES ANY PIT
BULL OR POUT MIX JAIL TIME IS REQUIRED PERIOD

In order to curb and one day eliminate animal fighting, we need
to send the message that people will suffer consequences for
their actions. Just because humans communicate differently
and are considered more intelligence creatures does not mean
that anyone has the right to abuse another living creature.
Animals, like us, feel the same emotions that we do, such as
pain, fear, anxiety, and sadness. If we do not apply appropriate
punishment to those who carry out animal fighting just like
Michael Vick did, they will continue to abuse helpless animals
for their enjoyment. Michael Vick continues to earn millions
and live a life of luxury as if nothing ever happened, but the
animals involved in his illegal dogfighting ring are forever
scarred or dead. | really appreciate your consideration on this
issue and hope we can make the world a safer place for those
that cannot defend themselves.
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ILIS d Cruel dna apusive existence nese poor aogs race. rorcea
to live in deplorable conditions, they are beaten, starved and
deprived of even their basic needs to be social pack animals.
Sometimes their only contact with other dogs or humans is to
fight or be abused, then thrown out like trash if they are injured
too badly to fight again. If you have ever loved a dog, or
experienced the total unconditional love they have for their
humans, you will understand the torture being forced on these
poor dogs. It is not that these dogs were bred to fight, or do so
instinctively, they have no choice but to fight or die. We are
their only voice

Animal fighting of any kind is a horrible injustice to so many
innocent victims. Animals were not put on this earth to be
tortured for illegal gain. Those practicing this sick profession
should be held accountable. Perhaps sentencing them to stiff
fines as well as prison time would make them think twice.
Anyone that fight dogs are just worthless people. These are the
type of humans | hate yes | did say hate , they should suffer the
same things they do to innocent animals period | have no pity
for these scumbags.

Narcotics and greed spur this horrible practice for the public.
Nothing is good about it for any of the animals involved from
the bait animals to the dogs forced to fight, then neglected or
chained. Their constant suffering is appalling. PLEASE make the
prison sentence commeasurable to the pain inflicted and the
motives generating this cruel "sport." Thanks.
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It's time we as a nation stand together strong, and demand that
those who are involved in Dog Fighting rings, as well as other
horrid animal blood sports receive maximum punishment. This
is not a case of good people making a bad mistake. Dog
fighting,is sadly a very strategic and planned circus of gore and
blood starting with cruelty to puppies using them as bait,
starving and beatings to increase anxiety and aggression, and
many other atrocities. Cases have even come to light where
people were paid to steal trusting pets from their own yards
only to be attacked by several gladiator dogs in training. These
are not people that should walk amongst our human and furry
families! These people are very often very, very, violent to both
Humans as well as animals and need help!Please listen to our
voices and understand that we are not full of hate, we are only
heart broken by the countless tragedy's and want to make a
great change. We have the power to strive for a healthy future
for all! Thank you for your time, Sincerely, Sara J. Weber

These dogs are so sweet and loyal, when people don't abuse
them and train them to do unnatural things, such as destroying
each other.

This is not about animals fighting; it's about cruel men who
force animals to fight. PLEASE use your compassion and put a
stop to this! Trella Laughlin Eureka Springs, AR

Please don't let these poor animals suffer any longer.

Dog fighting is wrong. It needs to carry stiffer penalties to those
convicted.

The sentence should be more than 5 years. It has to severe do
that people will think twice before committing these types of
crimes and the sentence should instill fear not lenence. Thank
you.

It is just wrong to put off things that need to be fixed, such as
animal torture or abuse!

It is not a fair way to make your way in life, and it truly saddens
me to hear and read about the pain the dogs endure with each
and every dog fight.
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i think animal abusers and ones in charge of dog fighting should
get a very maximum sentence. These people are evil and think
nothing of injuring and killing animals. Someone has to stand
up for them.....Ginger

Anyone that does this act should be punishable by law, no one
should get away with this cruelty, thank you for taking my
thoughts into consideration.

It's about time someone takes a stand! Protect our pups! Love
not war!

The fighting of animals is inhumane and extremely cruel.
Animals should not suffer for the entertainment or support of
negative addictions of cruel persons. Please stop this act which
is a crime to animals who can not speak for themselves.

Enough already..stop these atrocities. Jail everyone including
spectators and issue hefty fines

Thank you for ensuring this deplorable crime is met with an
appropriate level of punishment.

Forcing these wonderful beings to fight, and making them
suffer is heinous. Anyone who participates in this barbaric
activity needs to be severely punished.

If one does not have a reverence for life then their life should
be ended!!! This world would be a far better place populated
by people of compassion rather than cruelty!!!
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This issue is extremely important to me. Please consider
speaking on my behalf and being My Voice in Washington. |
appreciate your time & support. Kindest Regards, Lisa Bowles
(Louisiana Resident & Tax Payer

I raise a pit bull that was used for fighting. She is the sweetest
most loving dog ever! Keep up the good work on awareness!

Animal cruelty in any form is egregious but when an individual
or groups keep and force animals to fight one another or be left
to die from hideous wounds goes beyond outrage. We have
domesticated dogs and we cannot allow these individuals to
commit such hideous acts and merely dole out lip service. We,
the people who have spent our lives caring for those animals
that we have managed to save physically, still have anxiety, fear
and trust issues. Like our wounded warriors many suffer from a
type of PTSD. You have a duty to help stop these pitifully selfish
individuals. We need to make these acts of brutality a real
crime against humanity by making the sentence truly fit the
crime. These individuals are committing acts of terrorism in our
communities everyday. Please ACT today!

Remember that those who enjoy this type of cruelty have more
serious issues that can hurt others not as helpless as caged
animals forced to fight. Brigitte Winkler

| personally think the punishment should be even more severe,
but we can start here. Thank you for your consideration of this
matter.

It is barbaric to allow animals to fight each other for humans'
pleasure--help end it, please. Dogs deserve better. Let's enforce
the guidelines and work toward prison sentences for those who
have dog fights!

| feel that cruelty to animals is a societal indicator of violence in
general.This has been my observation and experience. Please
consider the maximum sentence for these offenses. Sincerely,
Jennifer Ritz
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PLEASE ShOW COMPpassion and concern Tor the animais. PLEASE
help to stop the abuse and cruelty that these animals suffer in
the process. And most of all, PLEASE remember that how one
treats animals is a sign of how they treat humans. There is so
much animal cruelty and abuse in the world. Please help stop
just a little of it. You can help make the world a better place for
all of us. PLEASE stand up for the animals. PLEASE show the rest
of the world that you not only care about animals, but are
doing something about it!

Dogs are the most beautiful gift of this world.

This is one of the things that mankind does that is totally
horrific. | think there should be SEVERE action taken towards
anyone that is cruel to any and all animals.

These are beautiful God's creatures that should not be
Inhumanely treated. Thank you for your consideration.

No animal should Ever be Harmed, they are the innocents, and
deserve respect and our love every single day. Reprimand the
offenders, offer rewards to people who see the wrong doers
and do nothing to help and protect all animals, instead they
stand by and watch.

if we are a humane society, this blood lust "sport" must end. It
won't stop because we ask the criminals 'politely’ to stop...In
fact it seems to be on the rise with the glamorization that
certain infamous football 'heroes' have brought to it. This blood
lust, and the lack of care the dogs receive show us all how
inhumane we can be. the only way to stop is huge fines, and
loss of things like driving. Jail time? only costs the
taxpayers...get this scum where it hurts, in their wallet.
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NOTHING BUT SCUM OF THE EARTH AND AS FAR AS I'M
CONCERN SHOULD JUST BE WIPED OFF THE FACE OF THIS
EARTH THEY DO NOT DESERVE TO BREATH ONE MORE SECOND
FOR ALL THE PAIN AND SUFFERING THAT ALL THESE PRECIOUS
FURBABIES ENDURED AND FOR ALL OF THE PRECIOUS
FURBABIES THAT LOST THEIR LIVES BECAUSE OF ALL THESE

Thank you.

These innocent animals need you/us! We're all they have to
save them from a life of violence, cruelty and horrible abuse.
Let it be known that animal fighting will no longer be tolerated!

Thank you
As an animal lover | can't bear to see all the animal cruelty that

is going on throughout the world. | ask that you please stand up
for these poor animals who have no voice. Please up the
maximum prison time for this these abusers to 5 years. We
MUST stand together in order to stop these horrific acts. Thank
you.



Rhana

Niccole

Lee

Lee
JUSTIN
Heather

Laura

Rick

Lenora

heather .

M.Beth

sherry

Lorik

Pratt

Mohrman

Pesce
Pesce
SANTANA
Kuhn

Edwards

Roberson

King

kuhn

Chandonnet

aa

Bernstein

X

FL

NY
NY
IL

SC

X

MD

[\l

FL

CA

The terror and abuse that theses animals suffer at the hands of
greedy, ignorant owners is absolutely inexcusable. Not only are
the fighting dogs in danger but also the thousands of beloved
pets that are stolen each year from loving, caring owners in
order to be used as 'bait dogs' to train pitbulls to kill. It is
disgusting and sad. These people need to be taught a lesson
that this kind of animal abuse and organized crime will not be
tolerated. Currently, all they receive is a 'slap on the wrist'
which only insures that they will be more careful and evasive in
conducting their 'business', going further underground in order
to torture and profit. Please put an end to this horrible practice
by imposing realistic sentences for authentic crimes!

Dogs being forced to fight is disgusting, and any depraved
human being that MAKES them fight, as well as keeping them in
the deplorable conditions that most dogfighting rings are kept
in, should be punished with much more than 5 years. These
dogs are loving, innocent victims, that didn't ASK for this life.
PLEASE take a stand and show that you care about their lives,
their hearts and their fates. Our world would be a much better
place if everyone was as loving and as forgiving as animals are.
Michael Vick's case obviously hasn't been a good deterrent for
others! IMO, human POS, who do what they do to innocent
animals, don't deserve to share the same airspace!!! The abuse
and cruelty towards animals will never stop, as long as humans
exist!!!

Stop dog fighting

These violent offenders should do serious prison time - period.

Please punish the people that are abusing these poor animals.
dog fighting is out of control these people need stronger
penalties. please take action. We are there voice

It's Imperative that we spend more time on finding these
horrific dog fights!! Eveyone in attendance should be
persecuted to the fullest extent of the law!!! Please help the
animals...

People who abuse animals eventually hurt other people. Please
give harsh sentences to animal abusers who use innocent dogs
to fight each other.
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If America is ever to regain its status with the rest of the world,
it must start by leading the way and saving our world, not by
allowing or participating in the continued exploitation and
abuse of it. | say this as a friend and neighbour to the U.S., not a
citizen (although | was a proud California and Indiana resident
in my youth and still have many friends, business associates,
and family members throughout the country). | say this in the
hope that an outside voice may have more effect than one of
your citizens, who, sadly, you may have learned to tune out by
now?and in the hope that America can once again become the
shining light of democracy and justice to which the rest of the
world aspires. To do that, America has to get back on that right
path by protecting the least powerful amongst us, by creating
legislation that enforces harsher penalties on people who
commit acts of animal cruelty, not by ignoring or even tacitly
supporting these acts. With all the knowledge and
understanding we have that those who commit acts of violence
against animals will also commit acts of violence against
humans ? even the FBI recognizes this and tracks animal
abusers ? the need to protect animals has never been greater
(both to rid our society of violence and to re-centre our moral
and ethical compass).

| totally agree that it's the deed not the breed. These innocent
baby pitties get such a bad reputation for no fault of theirs at
all. Dog fighting needs a lot stiffer punishment than legislature
has now. How can a human being see this cruel and gruesome
abuse as entertainment and have the clean conscience to sleep
well. Sincerely, Kim Harrell (PITBULL LOVER 4LIFE!!! :)

Dog and other animals should not be considered property, here
for our entertainment and profit. Dogs are beautiful, loving,
innocent creatures none of whom would choose to fight. They
only want to pease their owners, even when their owners are
horrible human beings. To demonstrate the belief that animals
are worthy of kind and respectful treatment, we must severely
punish those who choose to hurt them. We must send the
message that hurting dogs and forcing dogs to hurt each other
is unacceptable. Besides heavy fines, the most obvious way to
do this is to make their punishment severe.
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The life of a beef-cow isn't a happy one to begin with; don't
allow young injured calves to suffer any longer than they have
to.

Please create laws that will make the owners of animals who
are mistreated and encouraged to fight responsible for the
abuse instead of allowing the animals to be punished. Please
create laws that will make it impossible for these sick people to
be given the opportunity to care for these precious creatures.
Please make the only answer we think about be to secure their
well-being and to care for them as we care for other human
beings. We have a responsibility to give animals a good life and
to value and respect them. Please help the dogs and cats and
their babies and all of the other species of animals to be
protected and cared for with respect and allowed to live and to
be cared for. | also support that every animal has the right to
their own life. It is wrong to allow animals who could live a long
and healthy life to be hurt or killed. Please prevent this from
happening ever again. Thank you. Jennifer Megan Moore

Please stand up for animals now!

Please help stop this cruelty.

| personally think that animal fighting of any kind, especially
dog fighting is horrific. | think that our government needs to up
the punishment for this horrific act. Not just a slap on the wrist
and/or probation. These individuals are just below pedofiles.
Let's make them pay.

Thank you for addressing this vicious activity ... there should be
no tolerance for this in our country or world for that matter. |
am begging you to make the punishment extreme in order to
stop this horrific activity in our country. God put pets on earth
as our companions ... they are loving, loyal and comforting. We
need to show them the same respect that they give us. Their
only " voice " is us humans .... we MUST help them.

The abuse and mistreatment of animals by humans needs to
have the strongest possible sentences and fines. Slaps on the
wrists are not deterrents! Most Sincerely, S.Jordan

Pit bull lover, highly against dog fighting of any kind!



Nicole

Brooke

Martha

Kendra
chris
miranda
darby

elisa

Jeane

Trisha
Trisha
Raymond

Kayla

Evelyn A.

Jeremey

diane
Lisa
Lisa

Evelyn A.

Alice
William
Mikayla

Benedict
Vedder

Autry

Hoffmann
hosterman
king

drew

guerrero

Strand.

Hopkins
Hopkins
Pochy
shepherd

Hofmann
Tate

Wincek
Schreiber
Schreiber

Hofmann

Osgood
Truex

Phannenstill

FL

LA

Wi
OH
KY
GA
CA

uT

FL
FL
AZ
AZ

NJ
WA

MA
IL
IL
NJ

VA
MD
IL

Please increase the criminal sentence to put an end to animal
fighting. Animals don't have a voice so it is up to us to speak up
for them.

This is the worse thing that | know of, and animals deserve
better. They depend on us to take car of them. People that like
this are sick!!! ( and need to be put away)

there's is no benefit to dog fighting. it is a practice that
supports other criminal activity and should be considered a
form of slavery.

There is no way a person, with a heart should be using dogs or
any other animal, to be changed up, get very little food, and
then have their ugly and mean, disquisting owner let them
loose to fight. | am very glad that someone took the stand to
help these defenseless animals. Jeanne Strand 1251 W. 975.
Clearfield, Utah 84015

Dog fighting is very prevalent in my area and | believe stricter
laws should be in place to protect these sweet animals!

This must stop. All Animals are God's gift to us. Man has no
right to destroy.

It is imperative to act on the welfare of animals, as it reflects
the character of the human species. | hope to see a time when
all people stop using animals in abusive ways. It truly reflects on
us all.

It is the responsibility of all to put an end to the abuse of
animals. Dog fighting is a money making act that needs to be
stopped. Send the message that this will not be tolerated. The 5
year maximum sentence is not nearly long enough.
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Animals deserve the utmost of our love and respect. People
who harm animals have been known to go on and harm people,
such as serial killers. You know the right thing to do is protect
animals and punish abusers. You are the voice for animals
everywhere. Thank you, Krin M. Asselta

People that are so cruel as to prpofit from the hurt and
destruction of man's best friends need to be put under the jail
and have sunlight pumped to them. There is something
particularly despicable about people of this calibre

This geoup seems like a great cause

Please | beg you to punish this cruel activity, we are here to
respect the life of other beings, in this case, these poor dogs.

Animals are living creatures and should be treated humanely
and with respect. Abusers should be punished appropriately.

Dog fighters definitely deserve harsher senetences!

We NEED for dog fighter to do time! Hit them with the max!
People that fight dogs are ALWAYS involved in other illegal
activities.

Could not think of a more important cause to fight for!
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The vast majority in US has understands inhumane treatment,
such as dog fighting. Please give us one more way to protect
our domestic animals and vote against dog fighting.

GO DOGGIES!

We need to end this horrific crime once and for all!

WE THINK A STIFFER LAW FOR DOG FIGHTING AND BATEING ITS
HORRIFIC AND WE WANT IT TO END PLEASE ENFORCE
TOUGHER LAWS WE LOVE OUR ANIMALS AND HATE TO SEE
THIS GOING ON STOLEN PETS INVOLVED TO

I,ve reported the Obama Democrat behind me for noise,
harassment, and training fighting dogs, of course he claims not
to speak English. I've called numerous times over the past 16
years, the Polk County Authorities have chosen to ignore the
illegals activities and warned me to not protest too loudly or |
would be arrested. I'm sorry | can't donate to help the animals,
but | feel the Polk County Authorities would ignore any
complaint, or even take punitive action against me should |
report inaction by their worthless Animal Control unit.

This is long overdue. Thank you so much for considering this
amendment. It is a huge problem, which not only impacts the
animals, but those of us who have breeds that are preferred by
dog fighters. No one should be punished but those who commit
these horrible crimes. Please help.

No animal deserves to be abused. They all want love and a
happy home!

Dog fighting is ABSOLUTLEY heart breaking to me and we need
to come together to stop this

I love your cause and would love to support it by using your
stickers
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| have owned pit bulls for over 30 years all living to be 10-13
years old due to the love and care our family gives the very
misunderstood breed. No one should have the right to abuse
anyone or any animal. The punishment should fit the crime!!
Dog fighting is so violent, it should fit in with manslaughter. In
some cases these criminals should get the death penalty.
Punishment fits the crime. | believe the sentencing time should
be raised. They should suffer like the suffering they caused.

Please, you must get much tougher on dog fighting. The
punishment needs to be so much tougher. The change in 08
was good but not good enough. This criminal never should have
been able to resume his life style from before. | have a personal
experience | would like to share with you. My dad and | rescued
a bull dog off the street. According to the 5 vets that treated
her they all agreed that she had been used as a fighting dog,
but with her precious disposition they agreed she was used as
bait. She was preg. had heart worms, terrible kidney infection
and very scarred. She was about one year old. We had all of her
medical problems taken care of and she was the sweetest most
loving baby you could ever find. At that time | had 9 dogs, most
were rescues. She got along with all of them and just would
cuddle my very small dogs. At age 3 she was diagnosed with
cancer. My dad and | had her treated of course. She passed
away at age 4 1/2. The vets agreed it was due to the abuse .
Please consider these things. My dad a | loved this dog dearly
but due the abuse and neglect she did not have much time with
us.

I love all animals, I've adopted 2 dogs and 3 cats

To the U.S. Sentencing Commission, thanks for getting tough on
dog fighting.
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Humans are not the only sentient species. However, human
beings have created a situation where their actions have a huge
impact on the physical and emotional well being of all other
species. Every choice makes a difference and is an act that
continues, increases, or decreases animal suffering and
destruction. You are in a position to change the circumstances
of these abused animals by sending a message to those who
perpetrate and profit from the cruelty and abuse by making
them accountable for their crime. This is a crime and should be
judged accordingly. A maximum prison sentence of five years
seems a small price to pay for the suffering inflicted.

I think the punishment should be more severe.
Animal cruelty is animal cruelty. It is UNACCEPTABLE in a

civilized nation!!!
THIVWIAFC!I UVWNER UFDMACLIER CAID ANV A LUVING FII DULL

NAMED ROCCO TOO MANY TIMES ARE ANIMALS ARE BEING
HURT AND KILLED IN THE UTMOST VICIOUS AND IN-HUMANE
WAYS! ANIMAL FIGHTING IS SAVAGE, THIS IS COMPARABLE TO
THE DOG TRADES OVERSEAS IN WHICH IS DESPICABLE AND
HORRIFIC! NO HELPESS ANIMAL SHOULD BE TORTURE,
MAMMED OR KILLED FOR HUMANE PLEASURE OR MONETARY
GAIN AND FOR THOSE WHO ENTERTAIN THIS IDEA SHOULD BE
PROSECTUED TO THE FULL EXTEND OF THE LAW! THESE ARE
DEFENSELESS LOVING, TRUSTING ANIMALS WHO DESERVE TO
BE TREATED IN THE SAME MANNER AS THEY TREAT THEIR
OWNERS AFTERALL THEY ARE FAMILY
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Dogfighting/cockfighting are the scourge of society. These
awful people who participate are often involved in illegal drug
use and, in my opinion, worst of all, terrible animal cruelty. Not
only do the fighting dogs themselves suffer terribly, so do other
household pets, such as kittens, rabbits, small dogs, puppies,
etc who are thrown into the ring as bait. Who wants to share
oxygen with so called human beings who are capable of doing
such atrocities? This needs to STOP. As the guardian of a pit
bull, I can say that they are gentle, playful, loyal, sweet friends
who do not deserve the life of hell given to them by these
terrible humans.

Thank you for helping to lessen the frequency of dog fighting by
getting tough!!

Any kind of cruelty should carry very stiff sentences

Animal fighting is a relic of our brutal and ignorant past and
should be given the harshest penalty. Thank you.

It is imperative that stronger laws and tougher sentences for
animal fighting be put in place this is very serious crimes The
people who are involved in training and fighting dogs and other
animals DON'T CARE ABOUT THE ANIMALS JUST THE MONEY
AND TORTURE

Animal fights of any kind should be highly punishable, since this
is one of the cruelest forms of "entertainment" available. Often,
individuals who support this are rarely punished to the full
extent of the law. | urge you to ensure this does not remain the
norm. Thank you.



vear LOmmISSIONers, | Write T0 tNank you Tor consiaering an
amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5
years prescribed by Congress in 2008. Federal judges defer to
the sentencing guidelines when faced with unfamiliar crimes
like dog fighting so your action is critical to ensure that these
crimes are sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible. Thank you very much for your consideration of this

Jamie Polczynski IL important issue.
| have pits and many other dogs they are all amazing and
gentle. | can't believe that people would want to fight such

Lauren Gamache IN amazing creatures

Phillip Egan FL They should get life

Tom Stark co

Barbara Grotkiewicz Wi These are innocent animals at the hands of greedy jerks!
Amanda Morales X

Kian Daniel Wi

Patricia Felice NJ

Robert Felice NJ

Amanda Morales X

JOHN IRELAND FL

These dogs are beautiful, not even an ounce of cruel in them..

Jayci Gomes HI so why are they treated so horribly... they do not deserve it
davin andrade X
PATRICIA ZIELINSKI NY
Megumi Imaizumi NY

vear LOmmISSIONers, 1 Write T0 tNank you Tor consiaering an
amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5
years prescribed by Congress in 2008. Federal judges defer to
the sentencing guidelines when faced with unfamiliar crimes
like dog fighting so your action is critical to ensure that these
crimes are sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible. Thank you very much for your consideration of this

Allison Abbs VA important issue.
| work for a dog rescue in NC and we see many dogs come in

Shyla Contreras NC from dog fighting, weve joined the fight to help end it.
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I KNUW YUU DUN' | WANI U HEAK THIS BUI AS A PET UWNEK
YOU NEED TO CHANGE THE LAW IT'S NOT STRONG ENOUGH
FOR THESE PEOPLE, IT NEEDS TO BE HARDER AND LONGER AND
STRONGER ON THEM. THEY SHOULD GET LONGER JAIL TIME
AND THEY SHOULD HAVE TO WEAR A HEAVY CHAIN AROUND
THERE NECK JUST LIKE THE ONES THEY PUT ON THESE DOGS!
JUST REMEMBER WE ARE THE PEOPLE AND WE WANT YOU DO
YOUR JOB SENTENCE THEM MORE THEN 5 YEARS! IN MY MIND
FOR LIFE WOULD BE JUST RIGHT.

Animals should be protected as much as people. These dogs are
loosing their rights because people are mistreating them,
abusing them, forcing them to become violent. We need to
protect those who have no voice!

Absolutely horrible.

Research has shown that dog fighting leads to other incidents
of crime and abuse to people. It is imperative that create harsh
penalties for dog fighting not only to protect the animals
involved but the people who come in contact with criminals
who engage in this activity.

People who tortue these animals by making them fight should
be punished to the fullest extent of the law. Hopefully doin this
will stop people from fighting animals in the future!

Animal fighting is a horrific and barbaric. Please amend the
animal fighting sentencing guidelines to reflect the brutality of
this crime.

Please commissioners make this a priority. Animal fighting is
brutal, barbaric and senseless with many poor defenseless
animals suffering. Please re-affirm the guidelines and make
sure that all those convicted of these crimes get at least five
years in jail. Thank you for your time. Sincerely, Katherine Abeln

| want to see dog fighters put away in real sentences and high
fines to keep them off our streets and away from our fur
babies!
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| want to see dog fighters put away with real sentences and
fines to keep them off our streets!

They cannot talk, so we need to stand strong and be their
voices.

For all of those who cannot speak for themselves, thank you!
Please help us help all of the wonderful canines that we as a
species have failed.

MAXIUMUM sentencing for animal abusers!! No exception!!

Its despicable the owners should be locked up for many many
years

Dog fighting is sick. | hope one day the dog fighting will stop.
Coming from a mommy of 2 adorable pits.

This campaign is awesome

It is a true crime that anyone would fight animals :(

These dogs do not fight because they want to, but because
their owners force them to. The dogs then have to live the rest
of their lives branded as bad dogs and shunned by most people.
Therefore, | think the sentence of 5 years is much too light.

| feel very strongly about this matter. Thank you.
| believe that making the guideline for sentencing 5 years will

result in less animal fighting and fewer crimes against animals
who have no voice.

the penilties of this should be way way worse....way worse..
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I love my furry friends more than myself. Its good to see the
SPCA working so hard to work against this cruelty. Thank you.

1&amp;amp;#039;d do anything for an animal humans not so
much any more.

Dog Fighting Is So Wrong!

Please, please! You have the power to help greatly deter this
heinous crime done by sub-human losers. Increase the
MINIMUM sentence to 5 or more years of jail time for these
selfish, thoughtless and evil scourges of society. Judges also
ought to have more freedom to put upon these very
uncompassionate criminals the practice of public
humiliation/shame punishment, along with FELONY charges.
Thank you

We don't consider our dogs just animals! They are family. Every
animal should be treated with kindness and if one is mistreated
they should be dealt with harshly.

love it

How a person treats animals is a direct reflection of who they
are as a person and member of society. What they do to an
animal, they could just as easily do, or already do or have to
humans.

Please send me my tee tickets thank you so very much

| am very against dogfighting.

I do NOT tolerate people who put there animals in fights! |
think this website is amazing, it totally reaches out to peoples
hearts. It touched mine deeply. Thanks for all you guys do!
PLEASE DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO GIVE ANYONE ABUSING
DOGS THE MAXIMUM SENTENCE!

They need to STOP the dog fighting!!!!

Please help those that cannot speak for themselves.
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1 TNINK TNey aeserve To the maximum Tme In Prison ana maae
to pay a huge fine, and never to be able to have animals again, i
find it cruel and evil for humans that fight their pets to make
money, because they are to lazy to work and make their own
living, so they use their animals to support them that in slave to
fight to live, and this is heart breaking and sad that animal has
to endure such treatment from the person that is to love and
take care of them, just imagine the way this animal is treated, it
knows no love just to fight to survive to live another day,
shamefull

| believe that this sentence is appropriate and would serve as
an effective deterrence. Also, since money and status are not
the true motives for this behavior, | think that the time served
could be an opportunity to instill skills for learning to deal with
fear and anger more appropriately. If the sentences were
appropriate for the crime I, would be willing to donate to a
program of this nature. Thank you.

Let's stop the animal cruelty! I'm committed to saving lives!

GET TOUGH!!!!

These poor animals just want love and attention, not to be
trained to kill. Stop dog fighting now!
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AWESOME!!!!

| firmly believe that anybody who willingly abuse an animal is
not only hurting the animal itself, but humanity as a whole.
That's why it's important to teach these criminals that it's not
okay under any circumstance. Thank you

Dogs were made to love and care for. Not to fight and hurt.
People who fight dogs, or any other animals should be getting
sentences they deserve.

keep up the amazing work

I recently adopted a bait dog and she is kind. In addition, these
abusers should be banned for life from receiving welfare.

I so much agree with the get tough campaign! dog fighting
needs to stop

| think that sentences should be longer.

Animals are wonderful creatures that should not be abused.
Many times, abusers of humans start on animals. Please get
tough on people who cruelly subject beautiful creatures to this
abuse for their own gain. It's disgusting.

Animal cruelty and dog fighting is sad and very wrong!!

Anyone who would dear treat and animal like trash should be
treated like trash. They deserve the worst possible punishment.
Those poor dogs are helpless without us and we shouldn't
stand for it!

This is an issue that cannot be ignored or overlooked. This is
something that we as a nation have to take care of. These
animals need our help, protection, and support against this
abusive human behavior.

Dog fighting is something that has been around for years, but
not enough has been done to stop it. It is not the dog's fault,
but the owner's. Those who fight dogs are let off with a slap on
the wrist, but they shouldn't. Dogs are living creatures, they
deserve much better.

So cruel it breaks my heart.
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| work at the local vet office and | love pets more than people.
<3

It's cruel!!

It's an awesome program against dog fighting | love my pup a
lot and wouldn't ever think of that happening to her.

i believe that this is a great cause. Dogs are amazing and loving
animals that deserve to be treated with love and respect.
people who mistreat dogs like this deserve a very big
punishment. i support this cause 110%!!!

I am all for it. | am outrage about the dog fighting. | am against
it. The dogs were not put on this earth for dog fighting.

NA

Dog fighting is absolutely unacceptable in society, especially in
2015, criminals who abuse these animals need to be made an
example of by the heavy hand of the law.

| can't wait to end this. GET TOUGH!

I love anim7
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Dog fighting is just wrong. In fact any cruelty to any animal is.
We all need to come together and raise awareness about dog
fighting.

It makes me physically sick to my stomach knowing that people
out there think it&amp;amp;#039;s right to use dogs for
fighting. | rescues dogs so that this doesn&amp;amp;#039;t
happen, | wish | could help all of them.

This needs to stop. People need to be nicer to their pets
Thank you for helping to fight this awful "sport" | wouldn't
really call it a sport though just a nasty act of cruelty.

| believe strong sentences are a deterent and that they are
necessary to end animal abuse.

| am totally against dog fighting. | am a proud owner of a pitbull
that | adopted from our local ASPCA and he is a big love bug. |
think the whole dog fighting is cruel and inhumane and needs
to stop.

It makes me sick to see people abuse animals...they are sick
people to do that....

We need to make sure these people are locked up for as long
as rehabilitation requires.

These people that participate in this are a danger to everyone.
Anyone that can do this to an animal is,obviously, lacking any
type of emotion needed to be a caring, productive citizen. Look
at the statistics on killers and animal cruelty. PLEASE do some
thing other than slapping these sick people on the wrist!

We need to start sending a message that this will not be
tolerated, instead of a slap on the wrist that allows them to
simply resume this sadistic behavior. It's time to grow a pair
and put a stop to this, in what is supposed to be a civilized
country! #GetTough !
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Dog fighting is animal cruelty.
dog fighting is wrong!

Animal fighting is pointless and cruel,

What is wrong with people they need to do at least 10 years
prison for this crime

| have a beautiful pit bull | can't understand y people wanna
fight them breaks my heart

| support this act.

Dog fighting is a serious problem and | hope that all pups are
saved and placed in good homes and that all dog fighters are
rightfully prosecuted.

Thank you for considering the animal fighting guidelines but
more should be done for animals.Thanks something is better
than nothing.

This is such an important issue! Animal fighting is attempted
animal murder.

I'm an animal lover myself, which is why it kills me to see and
hear about people still practicing dog fighting! | pray that we all
can come together and put an end to this and all animal
cruelty!
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| own a dog that used to be fought. He was in a shelter and on
the day they were going to put him down, | adopted him. He's
been the sweetest and loving dog. His voice deserves to be
heard. This will help put an end to this cruelty those people call
a "sport"!

Thank you for sticking up for the underdogs

| believe we should punish them to the fullest it's inhumane to
treat the animals with cruelty

| own the sweetest most lovable,loyal pitbull.what these dog
fighters do these dogs is a disgrace

we love pits and hate that people still choose to fight them it
gives the breed a bad rep

They cannot defend themselves from the people who keep
them. They need us to do it for them.

#GetTough

| hate dogfighting!

#GetTough

Anyone involved in such an ugly crime should be punished to
the full extent of the law.

Dogs are loving creatures. They don't deserve to fight. These
poor animals need to be saved.

Please help the animals that cannot speak for themselves.
There is nothing worse in the animal world than being abusive.
| want to let people know | am strongly against it
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This is very important for our young people to know early so
they understand what is going on.

Yay

Dog fights should not have become as popular as it has and
should definitely not be something still haunting dog owners at
this day and age. We have to put a stop to such cruelty - we are
their parents after all and should not stay quiet when it comes
to dog fighting

Please take care of this issue it is of the utmost importance. |
hate that anybody would do this to dogs.

I also think that a mimimum sentence should be set. Too many
abusers get away with this horrible cruelty to such trusting
animals who only want to be loved.

It's about time someone speak out against dog fighting, I'm
totally against it so, I'm count me in!!!

THis has become a bad problem in the U.S.

THIS SPORT IS AGAINST AMERICAN ETHICS AND WE MUST STOP
THE SLAUGHTER! PEOPLE GET A KICK OUT OF ANY SPORT THAT
ALLOWS THEM TO BET AND MAKE MONEY! THIS IS A CRUEL
AND HORRIBLE PRACTICE AND SHOULD BE STOPPED NOW!

Great Job.

| was wondering if | can get a few stickers

Please get tough on those disgusting people who abuse dogs
for fun. Thanks.

I am so grateful for ASPCA bringing awareness to the public and
helping the dogs that need it. Thank you
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Dogs are family members to it's hurts like human death please
stop animal cruelty!!

I love all animals and didn't even know they had dog fights. |
saw it on TV once and thought it was horrible. No animals
should be doing anything like that. | don't even like testing on
animals in labs.

| find that this kind of animal abuse is heart breaking, As is any
other abuse as well, and personally think that the lowest
amount of years spent in prison for animal abuse, in general,
should be at least 3-5 years.

Don't force aggression!

| am strongly against animal fighting. This crime needs to be
wiped off the face of the earth, and these people who are
associated with the crime--they need to be locked up.

dogs do not deserve this plus my puppy looks exactly like the
dog on the sticker i appreciate what you guys are doing to help
stop this abuse

I HATE DOG FIGHTING, TO BAD WE CAN'T PUT THOSE HEAVY
CHAINS AROUND THE PEOPLE NECKS THAT FIGHT DOG OR ANY
ANIMAL. | CAN'T STAND ANYONE WHO MISS TREATS ANY
ANIMAL. GOD PUT ANIMALS ON EARTH TO BE ARE FRIENDS
NOT TO BE MEAN AND HATEFUL TO THEM. | LOVE ANIMALS
SOMETIME BETTER THAN PEOPLE. THANK YOU
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Hope we can get tough on dog fighting!

IVly dog was abused. WWhen he was Tound he was starved 1o the
point that you could count his bones just by looking at him. He
has bite marks all over his body. He was found on the side of a
hi way inching along, barely able to stand. I still cry when | think
of it. He is healthy now only because | got out of the car to carry
him to the backseat. It was touch and go for awhile. How would
you feel to find a dog like him on the road, thrown away like
trash? Would you save him or just pass on by? Save others like
him PLEASE.

| hate dog fighting. We crack down on dog stealing in Ohio.

Wow.

| am very interested and would appreciate any/all information
you can give me on this subject.

| owned a beautiful sweet and loving pit bull and because
people train them to fight and be mean | couldn't take him
when | moved due to breed restrictions. This broke my heart
and my children's hearts. Please give these horrible people
harder sentences.

fight angist dog fighting love dogs

This is deffinately something that | want to be on bored with.
please feel free to email me more information on how | could
get more involved in this.
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this issue is very important

Dog fighting is barbaric and needs to stop on ALL levels!

Usududjdfjcjx

Love my big pupp. Problem missing dogs for fighting purposes
in my city. Sad :(

Animals are gods Angels!
I do not understand how people can hurt a poor animal in any
way. They don't deserve it. #GetTough .

When | had a cable when | was younger just a couple years ago,
alls I would watch was animal planet. One of my favorite shows
was the ASPCA, where they would save animals. | wouldn't
mind sporting this sticker around.

Pets should be treated like any other member of the family.
There should be consequences for when they are
not.....#GetTough

Spread The Word !

Having seen some of the Michael Vick dogs and learning what
was done to these dogs when they were not fighting or had lost
a fight, has convinced me more than ever the practice of all
animal fighting, cruelty, etc most become seriously punishable
by law. Thank you for your consideration to this serious
problem.

Please stop this cruelty.
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vear LOmmISSIONers, | Write T0 tnank you Tor consiaering an
amendment to the animal fighting guidelines in your 2015/2016
amendment cycle. | urge you to act this cycle to update the
guidelines to better reflect the maximum prison sentence of 5
years prescribed by Congress in 2008. Federal judges defer to
the sentencing guidelines when faced with unfamiliar crimes
like dog fighting so your action is critical to ensure that these
crimes are sentenced appropriately and deterred as much as
possible. Thank you very much for your consideration of this
important issue.

| can't believe this is still happening anywhere. This needs to
end now.

This is a very personal issue for me as | work in the Bully Rescue
business. I think there should have been stronger punishments
long ago, but it is nice to see them starting to exist.

It is past time for more serious measures be taken to prevent
and sentence those who would abuse and neglect defenseless
animals.

| just adopted a puppy yesterday and he is afraid of everything.
It will take some time but he will hopefully recover. Animal
abuse needs to stop.

Let's come together & #GetTough on dog fighting!

I have two dogs of my own. Both of them are rescues and were
abused as puppies. The emotional and physical toll it took on
them really breaks my heart and | never want any other puppy
to have to go through that. | want some #GetTough gear to
show off my love and support for this cause!

The public should be more aware of this
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Animal fighting is so wrong.pepole should get 5 yrs plus

Animal fighting is so wrong.pepole should get 5 yrs plus

Animals have no voice so we have to speak for them. The
penalties for animal cruelty are a joke. Something has to
change!!

exactly

| want to help

| agree that punishments should be made stronger for those
who use animals to fight, but also for those who neglect and
abuse animals as well.

I am a 7th grade life science teacher. | have many students who
believe owning a tough dog that fights is cool. I'm a huge
advocate for pit bulls and other so-called dangerous breeds. |
really want to make some sort of difference with these kids. In
my classroom, | frequently talk about my five rescued dogs.

#GetTough

| care about my dogs and for people to do this is wrong.

terrible

| disapprove of animal abuse. | do approve of the #GetTough
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Dog fighting is a cruel, brutal, and disgusting act. People who
participate, watch, or set-up dog fights should be punished to
the maximum possible. In fact the maximum is not enough.

I am an animal lover down to my bones and it hurts every inch
of my body to see cruel things like these done to animals. | am
planning on joining the aspca in the future. Much love to your
project!

awesome

ASPCA is an amazing organization everything you guys are going
it awesome. you really are speaking for the animals and helping
save them every day

I strongly believe five years isn't long enough for some of these
criminals. Maybe first offense is five but your second offense
you're done for.

Dog fighting is a horrible crime!

| believe that this animal cruelty must stop immediately and |
would want to help get the word out any way possible.

| agree | love my dogs !!!

I love my dogs . they have feeling too.you chose them they
didn't choose tou. So take care of them like you would take
child of one of your family .God bless

Be the voice and help them with the power!
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I am a lover of the apbt breed. There should be harsh
punishments for anyone who puts an aminal into a situation
like that. Whether it's the "bait puppies and dogs" or the dogs
they train to fight! Dogs have feelings,emotions. Most of them
are smarter than humans! All the dog is doing is trying to please
it's "owner" and i use that term loosely. | used to take in abused
Pit bulls and rehabilitate them and find them loving homes.
Dogs are a lot like children. If someone did that to a child, they
would be behind bars for a long time. The same should happen
to people who fight dogs. Because in a ring, only one dog
comes out alive, if that. Which is Premeditated murder!!! Not
to mention illegal! If i lived closer i would volunteer at
Villalobos Rescue Center is a Pit Bulls Dog rescue.

It's as simple as this. You do the crime you do the time!

There needs to be An end to all Animal abuse!!

Love this company
Harming detenseless animals should have Just as much penaity

as harming defenseless children. They are all God's creatures.
There should be higher penalties and jail time for those who
harm or kill them by making them fight with other dogs. | will
pray that you will do the right thing for the sake of innocent
animals by making sure this amendment passes. Those who
engage in dog fighting should not just get a hand slapped. They
should face a steeper sentence of 5 yrs. By doing so, this may
deter others from such actions.

Dog fighting needs to stop and offenders deserve the maximum
punishment.
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Ive been a dog lover my whole lite and i grew up seeing these
sick and uncared for dogs on the side of the road. It breaks my
heart when people take their dogs into fighting, because i
believe the dogs probably got their hopes up thinking they have
finally found a home and a family but really they get hurt and
die alot of the times. How people do this to animals is beyond
me.

These animals a victims of unspeakable cruelty from the bait
animals to the animals sent in to kill or be killed! These
HUMANS should punished with the maximum sentence.

Animal fighting is the conduct of persons who are
psychologically ill. For a person to believe these canines feel no
remorse, love, compassion, and have no emotional abilities is
false misconceptions fostered by evil from within the people
involved. People watching these events are feeding a missing
component of humanity. The stiffer, consistent penalties are a
way to show by example for the United States to not tolerate
violence period. Animal, person, and environmental respect
and compassion must be reserved and protected. End Dog
Fighting conceptions in every aspect by punishing all persons
watching, organizing, and breeding for the specific of dog
fighting to the extent of the Law, so lets get the Law in writing
and implemented in our STATEWIDE CONSISTENT courtrooms
practicing Justice for All.

i support any organization that keeps animals safe! i will display
te sticker in my truck window to support against animal
violence

this should not be treated as a victimless crime

I love all animals
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It's very in humane for anyone to use animals for
entertainment or for their own pleasure . They are innocent
and should not be used and abused.

luv you guys

| am against cruelty to animals 100%. My cat is a rescue and he
only has three legs since the previous owner's children broke it
and the hospital had to amputate it. | was wondering if you
could please send me some logo stickers, I'd like to spread
knowledge on this topic.

Animals are beings too, there is no excuse for abuse.

Animal abusers deserve harsher punishment, otherwise they'll
keep doing it. Please act on the animals' behalf. Thank you.

Animals have rights!

Dog fighting is the most awful activity ever! My heart was
broken when criminals like Michael Vick were barely punished
for such a cruel thing.

#gettough!

I START AT HOME TEACHING MY YOUNG CHILDREN TO BE KIND
AND GENTLE TO ANIMALS WE HAVE A CAT, | INSURE FOR THEM
TO RESPECT HER AS OUR FAMILY..
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We look back at history and get disgusted when we see the
human equivalent of dog fighting (slaves forced to fight) so why
is it even an issue anymore. No fighting, for anyone or anything.

Should get atleast 5 years if not more for dog fighting its jus
unessasary to do that to dogs and cruel

No Judge should allow or condone this kind of behavior. It is
cruel and animals have feelings also. Anyone doing this should
be put in prison.

Love what you guys do!

I have always been against dog fighting

I've always been against dog fighting and puppy mills. My closet
friend works with the SPCA down here and | know she would
love to have this on her car

| think animals shouldnt be treated as objects

Please help these defenseless dogs who are so viciously abused
and left to die!! They have no voice and we need to be their
voice! They don't deserve this kind of vicious treatment which
is so often heard about and seen everyday and is sooo sad!!

As a lover of dogs i want to help in the fight to protect them

| rescued a bait dog. And he is the best dog | have ever owned.
He's american bulldog and was bait for pits. | couldn't leave him
in that situation.
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Animal tighting is beyond disgusting. We should be treating our
furry friends as human beings. And if a person were to treat a
human being the way they treat these animal we would lock
them up for life. My dog is like a child to me, he's my world. It
makes me tear up thinking the kind of people that do this let
along the kind of people who continue to allow it to be okay.
We need a change. NOW. YESTERDAY!

| support this campaign so much. Dog fighting is a terrible crime
and the people who partake in these it need to be punished to
the full extent.

dog's lives matter

I love dogs so so so so much. Seeing that dog fighting is still a
problem truly breaks my heart. | hope that one day it won't be
something we have to deal with.

Our family member, Georgie, was a rescue dog that was used
as "bait" for pit bulls in our area. Even though we have had a
city wide ban for many years, our area is still plagued with pit
bull fighting. STOP THIS!!! Animal abusers need the same
punishment as a human would receive for abuse!

Animal fighting is wrong and it needs to be stopped. All lives
matter!

Disgusting, animals have hearts too.

end dog fighting for good!

Dogs are for loving not fighting
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| love your organization and would absolutely love to get your
stickers and promo stuff! Would it be possible to ask for 2?
Because my little sister really wants one as well.

no fightin
Get tough on dog fighting!!!

I've rescued 3 dogs all of which were used in some sort of dog
fighting or abuse and they are th sweetest dogs in the world
two of which are pits and love my newborn baby its all in how
you raise them and the love you give. I've even dedicated an
actual full sized bed to my dogs for nap time.

Dogs lives are just as important as human lives. This needs to
be recognized and animal cruelty needs to be stopped.

Ine only way 1o reduce and eliminate animal abuse In the
name of profit by cretins who engage in this type of practice is
to create tougher laws at the Federal and State level. Without
serious reprimand via major monetary fines as well as
incarceration, animal cruelty associated with dog and cock
fighting will continue to elicit a black eye against us as a society.
Animal abusers are pre-cursors to human abuse be it child,
spousal or geriatric. Tougher laws are needed now and as a
legislator it is time to act.

| do not like any kind of animal cruelty. Animals are people to.
People who act in any kind of animal cruelty should face harsh
sentences.
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This is an issue very close to my heart. My brother's beloved
dog, Cadet, was stolen from his own backyard and killed in a
dog fight. The man who tore Cadet from his loving home was
sentenced to 2 months in prison. 2 months for tearing a family
apart. If Cadet had been a human child, there would be
outrage. Cadet was my brother's best friend since he found him
roaming near the Scott Air Force Base. He my niece's favorite
playmate when her daddy was doing training missions. The fact
that this man can tear a family apart and get away with only 2
months jail time cannot and should not stand. PLEASE consider
updating the sentencing guidelines. Cadet's death should not
be in vain. Thank you for taking your time to read this.

I support the fight against dog fighting as well as dog baiting for
hunting. Every voice helps!

Dog fighting is cruel and unusual punishment to animals. The
person or persons participating in such activity should suffer
the maximum penalty allowable by law. There is no excuse
acceptable.. This is so inhuman...

Dogs are made slaves to their owners and forced to fight. They
have no choice but to do what they are trained to do or die. We
as a society do not accept bullying or fighting of our children,
why should we accept it of our endearing, loving companions.

Thanks guys this is awesome !

Good work !!!
WWE IS amazing
Dog fighting is wrong and sad.
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| own a Pit and she is the sweetest dog in the world . | can't
believe people would enjoy fighting these dogs . They are
almost human . My girl has to be tucked in at night or she wont
go tosleep . I love her.

Dog Fighting needs to be stopped. Harsher sentences will help
in this battle.

1T PUDIIL UULLLY LU LHIE IVIILHIAET VILK UUE HIEHILTE SXPpUSE 111
2008 is a case in point - we here in America do not condone
such cruel and barbaric practices against animals. Animal
fighting is a very serious crime, with horribly painful
consequences for its innocent, helpless animal victims. Those
who engage in the depravity of animal fighting are greedy and
heartless, and should be handed the appropriate maximum
prison sentence of 5 years for their crime, which would also
hopefully serve as a deterrent for future crimes of this nature.
Please update the animal fighting guidelines during this
amendment cycle to reflect that maximum prison sentence of 5
years. | and so many others would be so very thankful.
Sincerely,

get tough | agree

Great cause, great work! Keep it up!

The animal abuse is the most horrible thing that happens in this
country or anywhere else. The animals are precious they have a
soul, they have feelings, they have love just same as people.
Please we need laws to protect all animals. We need to put
those animal abusers in prison for good number of years for the
cruelty. Thank You Signed by Kim Giunta
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| have a pit sweetie pie

| absolutely love this hashtag. we need to end dog fighting.

Animal abuse punishment should be the same as child abuse
considering neither know how to or could defend themselves
| do not believe in animal fighting. | have saved a few animals
from this kind of abuse.

Thank you for everything you do. Dog fights must stop!

End dog fighting now and impose the maximum penalty for

I am a big-time Animal Activist!! We are their voice! | support
ASPCA & PETA. On Facebook, | am also a major Animal Activist -
| sign tons of animal cruelty petitions (and share them on my
page and in groups) regularly. Animals are SO precious to me,
and | will do whatever | can to help out the animals, all over the
world!!!

i love all animals and it makes me happy to know there are
people and groups out there willing to anything to stop this
horrible thing from happening i would like to help in anyway i
can to save dogs from fighting





