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Dear Judge Saris and Commissioners,

| am writing to urge you to make the drug guidelines amendment retroactive \A_/ithout the exceptions, conditions or carve-outs
proposed by the Department of Justice. However well-intentioned these exclys»ons are, they are a form of one-size-fits-all ‘
justice. They will sweep way too broadly and deny relief to fruly deserving prisoners. Judg_e; have demonstrated that'they are i
the best position to evaluate whether an individual poses a threat to public safety. it s their job. They are ready to do it. They
have done it before and we ask that you let them do it again. :

Thank you for voting to lower drug sentences. The reasons you cited for reducing drug sentences starting November 1 also
support making this change retroactive. Justice should not depend on the date someone was ser.rte_nced._ When the new drug
guideline goes into effect on November 1, no one will be excluded based on enf‘\_ancement's or criminal history. Rather, you
leave to judges the task of enhancing sentences for prisoners who deserve addmonz_al punishment. We asl_< you to treat
prisoners already sentenced under the guidelines-in the same way. Those who recelveq enhancements W|I|_stlll be forced to
serve them. The judge can only reduce the drug portion of the sentence and, no one will be able to leave prison unless a
federal judge is satisfied that the prisoner poses no threat to public safety.

. " . . , ic safety: Pri ding
In fact, allowing judges, not categories, to decide who is released garly will enhgnce puphc safety: Prison overcrowdin )
threatens public safety when it takes scarce dollars away from the important crime fighting \_/vork of Fhe DOJ. Retroactivity will
reduce the costs of over-incarceration and the burden of prison overcrowding witho_ut harming public §afety. Many people
serving drug sentences could be eligible to leave prison nearly two years early, saving hundreds of millions of dollars and

thousands of sentence years.

We know that retroactive guideline amendments don t mean more crime: people who benefifted from your retroactive "crack
minus two" guideline change in 2007 did not reoffend more-often than those who served their full crack sentences.

Thank you for considering my views.






