




















loss table calculation.® As the foregoing discussion illustrates, determining who suffers an actual
loss from an MCEMM campaign will prove to be a difficult exercise.

In short, quantifying the loss in any individual case will likely prove contentious and
costly. And - even after courts have resolved the chief legal questions in this area — in light of
the idiosyncrasies of the loss definition and the difficulties of developing evidence of spam-
related loss, the public will still lack any basis to conclude that sentences for spam violations
actually distinguish between defendants based on the true gravity of their offenses.

3) The Fraud Guideline May Lead to Unduly Severe Sentences for Spam
Violations.

Spam violations are not necessarily serious criminal offenses. As noted above, § 1037
may be violated even by a sender promoting legitimate goods and services that some recipients
actually want. While spam violations can involve culpable behavior (e.g., concealing the origin
of an email campaign), the statute’s focus on improper marketing means — rather than improper
marketing content or any unjust enrichment by the sender — places spam violations rather low on
the culpability scale in comparison with the full range of socially undesirable behavior.
Congress recognized the relatively benign nature of § 1037 violations by setting low maximum
sentences of one and three years, depending on the violation.”

Yet, sentencing § 1037 violations pursuant to the fraud guideline would punish many
defendants more seriously than is warranted by the crime’s nature. First, it is likely that spam
defendants would routinely be subject to the sophisticated means enhancement.'® This sets a
minimum offense level of twelve, which, for first-time offenders, would result in a sentence of
10-16 months. Putting this in a comparative perspective, even a low-volume sender whose
messages caused no quantifiable injury would be subject to a mandatory penalty roughly
equivalent to the penalty meted out to a person who embezzled $30,000 or defrauded victims of
a like amount. In our view, we should not equate spam violations with these more serious
offenses.

Even if the Commission decided that the sophisticated means enhancement should not
routinely apply to spam violators — and, at a minimum, we urge the Commission to do so — the
fraud guideline might still treat many senders too harshly. Consider a low-volume defendant
who sends one email to 500,000 recipients. A court considering lost employee productivity and
a pro rata share of fixed costs might calculate the losses at $0.10 per recipient,'’ for a total loss of
$50,000. In this case, the fraud guideline (including a six-level mass-marketing enhancement)
would set the offense level at 18, requiring a minimum 27-month sentence for a first-time

®USSG § 2B1.1, comment. (n.1).

? A five-year maximum applies if the spam violation occurred in connection with another felony, or if the defendant
has a relevant prior conviction.

'YUSSG § 2B1.1(b)(8).

" Ferris Research published a cost analysis of spam concluding that employees receive 3.85 spam emails per day on
average and that this volume costs employers $9.90 per employee per month. See Spam Control: Problems and
Opportunities, Ferris Research, Jan. 2003, at 16-17, available at http://www.ferris.com/rep/200301/report.pdf,
Although the Ferris research report provides an illustrative data point for our critique, we do not endorse its
methodology, and we suspect that it overstates losses substantially.




offender. Not only does this sentence seem high when compared to other offenses in a similar
sentencing range (e.g., embezzlement of $200,000), but it also comes close to the statutory
maximum of three years. In other words, application of the fraud guideline may leave little room
to distinguish between egregious and minor violators

Guidance to judges (through appropriate commentary in § 2B1.1) might help to avoid
some of these problems, but, in some instances, in the interests of clarity and fairness, it is better
to create a whole new guideline than to jerry-rig an old guideline for a new purpose. We believe
that spam violations represent precisely such an instance.

1I. The Commission Should Adopt a Simple New Guideline for CAN-SPAM Offenses.

As between the fraud guideline and the trespass guideline, we think the trespass guideline
is the better analogy for spam violations for three reasons. First, many spam violations are
analogous to common law trespass to chattels, because the onslaught of the sender’s email can
temporarily dispossess a victim of its “chattel” (i.e., the hardware used to operate a computer
network)."* Second, the trespass guideline excludes the problematic mass-marketing and
sophisticated means enhancements. Third, the trespass base offense is lower, leaving more room
to differentiate among defendants.

Unfortunately, the trespass guideline also incorporates by reference the fraud loss table
for some offenses. Because no guideline referencing the loss table is an appropriate model for
spam violations, we propose that spam violations be governed by a new spam-specific guideline.

Although the loss table taints the trespass guidelines, the closeness of the analogy makes
the guidelines a useful starting point. Therefore, we propose a base offense level of four,
identical to the base offense level for trespass. However, instead of using the fraud loss table, we
propose increasing offense levels based on the aggregate number of recipients targeted by the
sender in his or her MCEMM campaigns during the relevant time period.

This metric has three advantages. First, it is much simpler to calculate than loss. Indeed,
the relevant evidence can be obtained directly from the defendant’s records, potentially relieving
victims of the burden of developing complex data for the government. Second, the amount of
emails the sender tried to send is a reasonable proxy for victim harms. The more emails sent, the
more likely it is that the sender caused some victims real harm at some point (e.g., by causing a
recipient’s server to crash). Third, the sender cannot foresee or prevent idiosyncratic victim
losses, but the sender can control the number of recipients. Therefore, this metric will avoid
sentencing discrepancies among senders who engaged in the same conduct, but who caused
different degrees of “loss” as a result of chance (e.g., through sheer bad luck, one sent MCEMM
to a neétwork server at a time of unusual vulnerability, causing the server to go down).

To minimize litigation burdens, the spam guideline should include relatively few
categories. For instance, the “volume table” might look like this:

12 See Restatement (Second) of Torts, §§ 217-218 (1965).





