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Judge Earl Carrol, Senior Presiding Judge, U.S. District Court, District of
Arizona, was very upset at the sentencing of both suspects No. 1 and No. 2.
Judge Carrol informed both defendants the statute calls for a maximum of S
years imprison, however, according to the Federal Sentencing guidelines,
the maximum sentence he could impose on Suspect No. 1 was 10 months, which
he did, and the maximum sentence he could impose on suspect No. 2 was 12
months, which he did. Judge Carrol advised both defendants, if he were
able to impose the maximum 5 years sentence as called for in the statute,
he would have.

D. Hilburn
Postal Inspector
ISN 4707

Phoenix Division
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Case No. 202-1117990 ECMT(1) Flushing, N.Y.

Beginning March 31, and continuing through April 23, 1993, the Postal Service
reported thirteen (13) incidents where U.S. Mail had been stolen from U.S.
Mail Storage bozes in the Flushing area of Queens, NY. In all of these
thefts, no damage or forced entry to the storage boxes was noted.

On April 15, 1993, an Inspection Service confidential informant was
introduced to an individual Christopher Myers at Myers' residence, 14-30
155th Street, Whitestone, N.Y.. During this meeting, recorded and monitored
by Postal Inspectors, Christopher Myers agreed to produce a counterfeit New
York State driver's license that would contain the photograph of the
confidential informant. While in the process of producing this counterfeit
identification, the informant witnessed Christopher Myers in possession of a
postal "Arrow" key, which Myers admitted to using to steal U.S. Mail from
storage boxes, and numerous stolen checks and credit cards.

On April 20, 1993, the confidential informant introduced an undercover Postal
Inspector, posing as a owner of a collusive check cashing establishment, to
Christopher Myers. During this meeting, Myers sold to the undercover six (6)
stolen checks, including four (4) U.S. Treasury Checks and one (1) New York
State Unemployment check. All six (6) of the checks bear dates and have
addressees which were effected during thefts from U.S. Mail storage boxes
located in Flushing Queens earlier in April.

On April 28, 1993, the undercover Postal Inspector again meet with
Christopher Myers and purchases from Myers nine (9) additional checks. A
review of the addressees listed on these checks indicated that they were from
two (2) storage boxes where mail was stolen on April 23, 1993 in Flushing
Queens.

On April 29, 1993, a federal search warrant was executed at Myers' residence
by Postal Inspectors and U.S. Secret Service Agents. Christopher Myers was
present during the execution of the search and was placed under arrest.
Found incident to the search of Myers' residence where the following items:

- A U.S. Mail postal "Arrow" key

Four (4) sacks of U.S. Mail from two storage box thefts occurring
on April 23, 1993.

One compact paper shedder with one bag of shredded mail.
Numerous counterfeit New York State driver's licenses

Four (4) handguns and ten (10) rifles and shotguns

On July 15, 1993, Myers was indicted in the Eastern District of New York,
Brooklyn, N.Y. on one (1) count each of Theft of Mail (18USC 1708),
Possession of a stolen key used by the U.S. Postal Service (18USC 1704),
Unauthorized use of an access device (18USC 1029), and Interstate
transportation of firearms (18USC 922). On October 15, 1993, at the
insistence of the Assistant U.S. Attorney, Myers entered a plea of guilty to
the one firearms count due to the higher exposure under the sentencing
guidelines (8 to 14 months vs. 0 to % months). On January 07, 1994, Myers'
sentencing was postponed when U.S. Distriet Court Judge Reena Raggi
questioned whether the plea to the firearms count was proper in light of the
mail theft investigation and the defense's request for a reduction in the
sentencing guideline under the "sportsman's" provision for firearm offenses.
On February 25, 1994, after the defense withdrew their guideline reduction
request, Myers was sentenced to twelve (12) months incarceration and three
(3) years supervised probation by Judge Raggi.
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE

ST R I e SR
() POSTAL INSPECTORS
BROOKLYN GMF, 1050 FORBELL 5T, BELYN, NY 11256-9901

DATE: February 23, 1994
OUR REr: S@e Balovw
auaum,:ScntenEing Guidelines

YO: Inap. L. J. Kennedy

Listed belov are three (3) cases in vhich prosecution was completed in U.S.
Disczict Court RDNY. Any further queascions please contact me.

Gase No. 216-1087076 ECHT(Z)

This case was initially referred to me by the Internal Crimes Inspectors,
after an arrest of a non-postal employee. Residents in 1200 Neck Road,
Brooklyn, NY 11229 were experiencing non-receipt of credit cards and
fraudulent requests for credit cards in their name. Subsequent to the
invegtigation it wvas revealed that the Defendant, Emanuel Fischler had also
obtained three (3) mail drops in various names using phoney corporations
and assuning the identity of numerous persons including twvo deceased
persons. Nr. Fischler was zesponsible for in excess of twenty (20)
fraudulent applications for credit cards and the theft of at least fifteen

. (15) other credit cards. the total loss to various Credit Card Companies
and benks is in excess of $69,000. Mr. Fischler has pled guilty in Federal
court. Since his plea of guilty, Mr. Fischler has agreed to cooperate in
an investigation involving H.U.D. Housing and NYC Rent Stabilization Fraud.
Defendant sentenced to three years probation and restitution.

Case No. 203-1092398 ECMT(1)

This case initiated by complaints to me by Chemical Bank. The defendant
Danillo Marte was rzesponsible for depositing and withdrawing over
$143,000.00 in stolen checks into his bank account. The investigation
revezled that all of the checks deposited were stolen from relay boxes and
Jeep attacks in Brooklyn and Queens, NY. Mr. Marte agreed to attempt to
set up the persons responsible for bringing him the stolen checks. This
met vith negative results. Nr. Marte has pled guilty in Federal Court and
vas sentenced to five months in prison, five months home detention and five
years probation.

Case No. 206-1114520 ECHT(2)

This ‘case was initiated on a customer complaint from Brooklyn, NY 11223.
The subject Vladimir Kourbatski, a Russian, was involved with others in the
organized theft of checks from the mail and the depositing and attempted
vithdraval of the monsy from banks in New York City. Mr. Kourbatski and
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Othltl‘ wvould open £fraudulent bank accounts with Citibank and the Dime
Savings Bank. I vas avare of this as iy vas happening. Nz, Kourbataki vas
arrested as he artempted to withdrav §9,600 from the Dime Savings Bank in
Brooklyn. He was not able to withdrav the §$69,000 from the Citibank
accounz. Mr. Kourbatski went to trial in the U.S. District Court, EDNY vas
convicted and sentenced to eleven months prison and three months prohation
and vill be deporved after finighing sentsnce.

L/

R. T. Wolff
Postal Inspector
(718)348-3727

/gc
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FROM: INSP. V. L. STABILE
VOLUME MAIL TBRFT SENTENCING PROJECT

CASE NO. 202-1105484 ECMT(1 Between April 1992 and October 1992,
efendent mour=Deen wa efrsuded Citibank by fraudulently opening
approximately eight bank accounts using false names and £raudulent
identificetion documents. He would deposit stolen, forged end fraudulently
andorsed checks and subsequently withdraw these monies through the use of
autonated teller machines. Numerous treasury checks stolen from postal
ralay- boxes or carrier carts were some of the negotisble items deposited
into these accounts. There were no leads which led us to believe that the
defandant actively participated in the actual theft of these checks. It
appears he was just one member of a gang of mail thieves who would steal
checks from relay boxes. His role in the gang would be to open bank
accounts in other peoples’ names and depesit the checks before withdrawing
the monies. Due to the lack of cooperation £from the defendant we were
unable to determine who the actual relay box thieves vere. It vas
determined through cross referencing checks and accounts that the rtotal
loss to various financial institutions exceaded $1,000,000.00. Because we
could not determine the extent of the defendants knovledge pertaining to
the scheme we could not hold him sccountable for losses in excess of those
he participated in. The actual loss directly connected to the defendant
vas $360,916.13. The defendant was sentenced April 16, 1993 in Federal
Court in the Bastern District of Nev York to fifteen months in prison.
Further investigation led us to the arrest of another individual connected
to the gang case. Defendant Isiako Ganiyu vas arraigned in Federal Court
on March 9, 1993 but prosecution is pending. It has been determined that
he vas a co-conspirator with Lawal in the opening of these fraudulent bank
accounts. No evidence has determined whether Ganiyu was involved in the
actual relay box attacks.

END::
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214-1104637-ECHT
A loose knit group of Dominicans vesiding in the Corona area of Queens

have been responsible for several hundred volume mail thefts throughout the
NY arga since 1990. Different "crews” vere identified going out and
stealing mail. The individuals responsible for the thefts had many things
1o common including modus operandi, fences, and hangouts. The different
crevs knev each other and shared information such as the best area to steal
mail or if an area vas "hot" and gshould be avoided. The folloving are
indiviﬂuall arrested during the course of this investigation.

Cacilio Adames - Paulino vas arresved aftar the Inspection Service
recgived information that he and another Dominican had stolen a large
quantity of mail. He vas arrestad in front of his residenée in possession
of saGnrul thousand pieces of mail stolen earlier form 2 relay boxes.
Tventy-three US Treasury checks and four credit cards were found in his
pocket.

Adames- Paulino admitted being a member of a "crew" that stole mail on
ovar 50 occasions from relay boxes and jeeps throughout NYC. His
coopsration did not go beyond an oral admission. He pled guilty and
received a 7 month prison sentence.

Jose Sanchez vas also a member of a "crev" that stole mail from relay
boxes on numerous occasions. He was arrested in December, 1992, after his
vehicieAvas described aﬁ a relay theft. He admitted involvement in that
theft and about 15 others in which thousahds of pleces of mail were stolen.
Sanchez was airestad again on 5/21/93 after selling a stolen non receipt
ctgdig card to an undercover agent. He was arrested again on 5/23/93 after
be vas identified at a relay box theft. Sanchez pled guilty on 11/4/93 and

vecaived a sentence of 30 day home-confinement and 3 years probation.
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US POSTAL INSPECTION SERVICE
ELECTRONIC MESSAGE

Date: 22-Feb-1994 05:52pm EST
Prom: RALPH A NARDO

IS4299
Offices NEVW YORK DIVISION
Phones (718)655-6800/6824

TO: LEONARD J KENNEDY ( Is2831 )
CC: ARTHUR A LYNCH ( Is3360 )
Subject: SENTENCING GUIDELINES

AS PER YOUR REQUEST HERE IS A RECENT SENTENCING INVOLVING AN INDIVIDUAL VITH
MULTIPLE FEDERAL ARRESTS FOR VOLUME ATTACKS:

CASE NOS. 212-1109005-ECMT(1)
201-1118338-ECMT(1)

LATCEMAN SINGH WAS ARRESTED IN SDNY ON 12/23/92 AND 5/11/93 AND CHARGED VITH
VIOLATION OF 18 USC 1708 ON BOTE OCCASIONS. SINGH PLEAD GUILTY TO THE FIRST
ARRZST ON 3/22/93, IN VEICE IN EXCBSS OF §6,000 OF CREDIT CARD LOSSES WERE
ATTRIBUTABLE. THE SECOND VIOLATION WAS FOR A RELAY BOX ATTACK WHICH OCCURRED ON
4/10/94 IN WHICE IN EXCESS OF $28,000 OF TREBASURY CBECKS WERE RECQVERED VHICH
HAD NOT YET BEEN NEGOTIATED. THIS WAS LESS THAN THREE(3) WEEKS AFTER SINGH
PLBAD GUILTY TO THE PIRST VIOLATION. AT NO TIME DID SINGH PROVIDE ANY
COOPERATION TO THE GOVERNMENT. SINGH PLEAD GUILTY TO THE SECOND VIOLATION ON
10/1/93. THERE VAS STRONG EVIDENCE TO PROVE THAT SINGE VWAS INVOLVED IN SEVERAL
VOLUME ATTACKS IN LOVER VRBSTCHESTER COUNTY AND THE BRONX. HE IS SUSPECTED TO BE
INVOLVED IN APPROXIMATELY 30 RELAY BOX ATTACKS.

ON 2/15/94 SINGH VAS SENTENCED IN SDNY UNDER DOCKET NOS. 93-CR-186 AND
93-CR-607 TO THE FPOLLOWING:

3 MONTHS PRISON
3 MONTHS BOME DETENTION
3 YEARS SUPERVISED RELEASE

AS VE SPBAR I HAVE BEEN INFORMED THAT SINGH WAS ARRESTED ON STATE CBARGES FOR
POSSESSION OF A CREDIT CARD STOLEN FROM THE MAIL ON 2/17/94. SDNY AUSA JOBN
DESMARIS HAS INDICATED HE WILL ASK THE SENTENCING JUDGE FOR AN IMMEDIATE
RE¥AND. SINGH VAS SCHEDULED TO SURRENDER 3/18/94 AND HIS OFFICE WOULD SEEK
FEDERAL PROSECUTION.

MOFE TO POLLOW.........
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OFFICE OF CRIMINAL

CASE BRIEF - INSPECTOR GENERAL REPORT

TYPE OF BRIEF: Preliminary

CASE NUMBER : 201-1071541-ECHT(1); 201-1072296-ECHT(1)
CITY, STATE : Seattle, VA

SUBJECT 5

Arrest of gang leaders, James Michael Horelli and Steven Wayne Blair for
the theft of outgoing checks from collection boxes through use of counter-
feit Postal Service Arrow keys.

SUHHARY:

Beginning in early May 1991, the Seattle Division of the Postal Inspection
Service began receiving complaints from customers and area banks,
indicating that outgoing checks deposited in collection boxes throughout
the greater Seattle area were being stolen, washed, and negotiated after
entry of new payees and amounts. As of August 27, 1991, 111 washed checks
had been recovered, 94 of which were successfully negotiated for losses to
area banks of at 1least $66,382.52. In cashing the checks the subjects
utilized 29 stolen Washington State Driver’s Licenses as identification.

Investigation disclosed that at least two loosely knit gangs were involved
in the theft of the checks from collection boxes through use of counterfeit
U.S. Postal Service Arrow keys and that often the collection boxes being
attacked were located directly in front of postal stations and branches.
It was determined the stolen checks were being washed in a solution of
denatured alcohol and acetone which removed the ink entries on the checks
and that the checks themselves were often business checks originally
written in payment for utility and other bills.

Through bank surveillance photos and Inspection Service Crime Laboratory
analysis of over 229 washed and other forged checks, James Michael
Morelli, -dob:  02-15-65, and Steven Wayne Blair, dcb: 11-12-52,  were
identified as being responsible for at least 55 of the 94 washed checks
vhich had been negotiated accounting for $43,322.96 of the total losses and
accounting for 10 of the 29 identifications used.

On July 16, 1991, acting on information provided by the Inspection Service
and a confidential informant, Hountlake Terrace, WA Police Detectives
arrested James Michael Morelli on an outstanding warrant from King County,
VA, issued following his escape from the King County Court House on May 1,
1990, after he had been sentenced to 33 months imprisonment for the offense
of trafficking in the first degree. In subsequent questioning, Morelli
admitted to the use of a counterfeit Arrow key to gain entry to over 50
collection boxes from which he stole outgoing checks. A search of the
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vehicle Morelli was driving incident to his arrest resulted in the recovery
of a counterfeit Postal Arrow key and numerous washed checks in the process

of drying.

On July 22, 1991, Steven Vayne Blair was arrested by Postal Inspectors on
probable cause as he was released from the Renton, WA City Jail. He had
been held there since July 20, 1991, following his arrest by officers of
the Renton Police Department on investigation of being in possession of
stolen property. A search of Blair’s residence on July 20, 1991, by Renton
Police, Seattle Police and Postal Inspectors resulted in the recovery of
three counterfeit Arrow keys, mail stolen from three relay boxes on July 17
and 18, 1991, and numerous checks stolen from the mail which were in the

process of being washed.

On July 23, 1991, Blair appeared before United States Magistrate at
Seattle, VA, and was charged by complaint with one count of being in
possession of a counterfeit Postal Arrow key, Title 18, USC, Section 1704,
and four counts of being in possession of stolen mail, Title 18, USC,
Section 1708. Blair failed to appear for a probable cause hearing
scheduled for August 12, 1991, and a federal warrant has teen issued for
his arrest. To date, four additional individuals associated with the two
gangs have been taken into state custody on unrelated charges and
information and evidence relative to their involvement in this scheme is
being provided to local prosecutors.

VISUAL/GRAPHIC: NONE X  SENT UNDER SEPARATE COVER

e

Press Releases

CASE INSPECTOR s S. R. Pilkey
PHONE NO.: (206) 442-6321
i

DOCUMENT NAME : Case Brief-Seattle, VA E
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OFFICE OF CRIMINAL

CASE BRIEF - INSPECTOR GENERAL REPORT

TYPE OF BRIEF: Final

CAsﬁ NUMBER _: 201-1071541-ECHT(1); 201-1072296-ECHT(1) )
CITY, STATE : Seattle, WA

SUBJECT H

Sentencing of gang members.
SUMMARY:

On January 15, 1993, the last of seven defendants in the subject cases was
sentenced in the King County Superior Court following a guilty plea to
three counts of forgery and one count of possession of stolen property
relating to the theft of checks from the U. S. Hails.

In previous actions, Steven Wayne Blair appeared in Federal District Court
at Seattle, WA, on April 24, 1992, and was sentenced to eight months
imprisonment to be followed by three years supervised release following his
conviction on seven felony counts of possessing counterfeit Postal Service
keys, stolen mail, and bail jumping. On September 17, 1991, James Michael
Morellie, was sentenced to twenty-two months imprisonment in Snohomish
County Superior Court after pleading guilty to three counts of forgery
involving checks stolen from the mails.

The other five defendants in the subject cases were sentenced in King
County Superior Court as follows:

201-1071541-ECHMT(1) -

Tron Joseph Luketa, fourteen months dimprisonment, three years
probation, on November 22 1991. :

JohnA Kenneth Speaks, twenty-four months ~ imprisonment, one year
prbbat;qn,'on November 8, 1991. ) ‘

Rosalie Joy Hardenbrook, three months imprisonment, one year probation,
on November 7, 1991.

201-1072296-ECHT(1)

John Darrel McKenrick, fourteen months imprisonment, one year
probation, on January 24, 1992.

Diane Elizabeth Foust, foutteen months imprisonment, one year probation
on January 15, 1993.

The above defendants were involved in the theft of mail from the U. S.
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Postal Service collection boxes. Individuals’ personal checks would be
"washed" and new payees and amounts entered on the checks. During the
course of the investigation, 111 such washed checks were recovered, 94 of
vhich had been successfully negotiated for losses to area banks of over
$66,382. Twenty-nine stolen Washington State driver’s 1licenses were used
to cash the checks which were often altered by overlaying the photo of the
true license holder with a photograph of one of the defendants. -

VISUAL/GRAPHIC: X  NONE SENT UNDER SEPARATE COVER

CASE INSPECTOR S. R. Pilkey

o0

PHONE NO. (206) 442-6321 *
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