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In its effort to learn and correctly apply the guidelines the

7%Lprobatlon system generally has been reluctant to attempt to find,
justify and recommend departures. We were driven by a mentality of
"doing it right", meaning technically correct guideline
application. This attitude has become practice to the extent the
Courts follow the lead of probation officers.

The system does need to loosen up and recognize the importance of
the use of sound, reasoned and rational departures. The Commisson
should 1look carefully at all of its departure language and
. determine if adjustments can be made to permit a more liberal
reading which might enable Courts greater freedom to depart.

The original plan of the Commission to observe common practices of
the Courts over time; to monitor departures, and to propose
amendments consistent with those findings is still good logic. I
am not sure the vast number of guideline amendments have met that
standard heretofore.
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CITIZENS UNITED FOR REHABILITATION OF ERRANTS

“A National Effort to Reduce Crime Through Criminal Justice Reform”

PUBLIC COMMENT OF CHARLES SULLIVAN TO THE
. UNITED STATES SENTENCING COMMISSION

CURE very strongly opposes "in an exceptional case,
however, such conduct may provide a basis for an upward
departure" (amendment to Commentary to 1B1l.3).

CURE is dedicated to reducing crime through
rehabilitation. One of the first steps in this process is the
perception by the person convicted that "the system" is fair.

there in the Guidelines to use
then I believe the

When the potential 1is
acquitted conduct to enhance a sentence,
system will be perceived as "rigged".

In fact, in my opinion, this proposed amendment goes
against the very spirit of the confirmation hearings of the
first commissioners that were conducted 1in 1985 by Sen.
Charles Mathias, the Republican from Maryland.

I shall never forget Sen. Mathias asking the commission-
appointees "to raise their hands" if they had ever spent time
in jail. For those who had not, he encouraged them to visit
the jails and prisons.

By this exercise, Sen. Mathias was encouraging a word
that is almost non-existent today, "mercy". Sen. Mathias was
indirectly telling the Commission that their attitude should
be one of coming down of the side of reducing (not enhancing)
the sentence whenever appropriate!

In the same way, I encourage you to support the 33
proposed amendments that would reduce drug sentences
especially the one that would .eliminate the weight of the
carrier in LSD cases.

In this regard, I have attached a copy of a recent
letter that we have received. I have removed the name since
we are not certain if he wants his name to be known.



l)t'!at'CHm*ﬂMm S aieely o ewmeese i boidRE Makieh Jst BB
Greebings from F.C.T. Danbury. 1 aw currently scrving a 128 month
senlence wilhout. parole, for conspiracy to disleibute 18D, T have
no hislLory of violence whalt =0 ever, nor any prior  felony
conviclhions. [ have tLakeén responsibilily for my crime. | conbinuce
Lo demonstrale, diligently, my whole-hearted conviclion to reform
cmy 1ife. T am biding my Lime wiscly, attending Marist College {1
made high honors last semesber,..intend te do so again), and Uthe
Comprehensive Chemical Abuse Program, among olher programs. In 21
moubhs, 17ve done all Lhis--128 months are enbtirely unnecessary and
unfathomable, I am an asscel. Lo our socieby, and Lo the world.

An interosting turn of evenls has unfolded, and it warrants your
immedianle al ltenlion! T have cnclosed information that document:s
and explains the "quirk in bthe law” thal justilies these absurd
senlences for 1LSD of fenses, by including the irrelevank weighlb of

carricr mediums, You will also Fiod an excerpl, rom the Fodeoral
Rogister, containing 1993 amendinenls to Lhe Federal Sentencing
Guidelines, a=s proposed by tLhe U.S. Scenlenciung Commission. Sce
amendment.  #50--synopsis of proposed amendment and proposcd

amendment--which reads: "In debermining Lhe weight of LSD, use Lhe
actual weight of Lhe LSD ibkselfl. The weight of any carrier medium
(blolLer paper, for example) is nol to be counted.” This amendment
seelks Lo reclify a truly gross misapproprialion of justice.

This mean=s Lhal prison stays (which are costly to the American tax-
pavers and public at large, as well as the individuals and thelr
familics, in bolh Langible and intangible ways) conld be duliful l.§
shortenod, for mvself and 2000 other human beings serving 105 1585
and 20 yvear sentences (wilh oul parole), for the sheer weight of
irrelevant. carrier mediums....This would not be mocking the fact
That. 1,SD s illegal, il would =imply serve to produce Just
sentences, in which the "time would fik Lhe crime'

I ecarneslly request Lhal you write Lhe U.S. Sentenc ing Commission,
and voice your support for crucial amendment #50! [T IS ESPECIALLY
IMPORTANT FOR YOU TO URGE THAT 1T U RETROACTIVE!! This needs Lo
bhe done by March 15th, since public hearings arce scheduled in
WashinglLon DJC., on March 22nd. (Sce IFederal Regisbtar excerpt).

[ hope and pray thal you will find Lhe time and understanding Lo
acl on this issue,..it’'s nol only for my benefit, bull Lhousands
just like me, cncompassing all our families and luved ones, as werl L
as all those that will continue Lo be federally prosecuted for LSD
offenses. DPlease, justice and equily must transcend rhetoric!



