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2025 Amendment

Firearms

This amendment responds to concerns 
by the Department of Justice and other 
commenters about the proliferation of 
machinegun conversion devices (MCDs).

The amendment revises §2K2.1, the 

account for MCDs, establishing a new 

§2K2.1(b)(5) for cases involving MCDs.
Prior to this amendment, §2K2.1 provided
certain base offense levels for offenses

under the National Firearms Act, but

characteristics in §2K2.1.

THE ISSUE

The Rise of the “Glock Switch”

MCDs, commonly referred to as “Glock switches” and 
“auto sears,” are devices designed to convert semi-

*Amendment effective  November 1, 2025

In April 2025, the U.S. Sentencing Commission approved amendments to 
the federal sentencing guidelines.  For a more detailed discussion of the 
policy determinations made by the Commission, please refer to the Reason 
for Amendment
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involve an MCD had an average guideline 

FACTS & FIGURES

NEW SPECIFIC OFFENSE CHARACTERISTIC FOR CASES INVOLVING MCDs

§2K2.1(b)(5)

This document was produced and published at U.S. taxpayer expense. 

AVERAGE SENTENCE AND GUIDELINE MINIMUM
FOR INDIVIDUALS SENTENCED WITH MCDs

For purposes of subsection (b)(5), “machinegun conversion device” means any part designed and 

weapon into a machinegun (i.e., any weapon which shoots, is designed to shoot, or can be readily 
restored to shoot, automatically more than one shot, without manual reloading, by a single function of 
the trigger).

(b)(5)(A) 
Two-level enhancement when a defendant (i) possessed four or more MCDs or (ii) transferred or sold an 
MCD or attempted or conspired to commit such a transfer or sale.2

(b)(5)(B)
Four-level enhancement when a defendant possessed 30 or more MCDs.4
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