
75

84

70

29

91

61

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

110

120

Av
er

ag
e 

Pr
is

on
 S

en
te

nc
e 

(M
on

th
s)

Figure J

LENGTH OF IMPRISONMENT IN EACH DRUG TYPE1

Fiscal Year 2017

Median=60

Median=66

Powder Cocaine      
(N=3,787)

Crack Cocaine 
(N=1,519)

Heroin 
(N=2,503)

Marijuana         
(N=2,469)

Methamphetamine 
(N=6,990)

Other 
(N=1,029)

Median=57

Median=18

Median=72

Median=41

SOURCE:  U.S. Sentencing Commission, 2017 Datafile, USSCFY17.

1 Of the 66,873 cases, 4,116 had missing guideline application information.  Of the remaining 62,757 cases, 19,843 were sentenced under USSG 
Chapter Two, Part D (Drugs).  Of these, 19,750 were sentenced under §§2D1.1, 2D1.2, 2D1.5, 2D1.6, 2D1.8, or 2D2.1.  Additionally, 1,450 with 
zero months prison ordered were excluded.  Of the remaining 18,300 cases, three were excluded due to missing sentence information.




