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What We are Here to Learn

An Overview

▪ Designation Issues

▪ Sentence Computation Issues

▪ RDAP Early Release Eligibility



Initial Designation Process

BOP Program Statement 5100.08

▪ USPO uploads J&C, SOR and PSR in e-

Designate

▪ USMS sends request to responsible DSCC 

Team (based on sentencing district) w/USMS 129 

▪ Team needs PSI, J&C and Marshals 129 to 

complete Security Designation & Data Form



Initial Designation Process

▪ Team determines whether the federal 

government has properly acquired primary 

jurisdiction.

▪ If the state has not properly relinquished 

jurisdiction, Team notifies the USMS so they do 

not accept the inmate into physical custody.

▪ If the inmate is properly in federal custody, 

Team will determine custody score.

Who Has Primary Jurisdiction?



Security Level Determination
PS 5100.08, Chapter 4 

▪ Classification is necessary to place each inmate in the most 

appropriate security level institution that also meets his/her 

program needs and is consistent with the Bureau’s mission to 

protect society.

▪ BOP facilities are classified into Minimum, Low, Medium, 

High, & Administrative facilities based upon the level of security 

and staff supervision the institution is able to provide. 

▪ Initial security designation data is entered into Sentry based 

upon information contained within the PSR.



Security Designation & Custody 

Classification

▪ The Criminal History Score is derived from the US Sentencing 

Guidelines Criminal History Points, as reflected in the final 

judgment and the Statement of Reasons (SOR).

▪ If not found in either document, Bureau staff use the points 

assessed by the USPO in the PSR.



Other Information Used to 

Determine Security Level 

Some Additional Criteria...

▪ Detainers/Pending Charges

▪ Pre-commitment Status (VS = minus 3 points)

▪ Violence History 

▪ Escape History

▪ Months to Release

▪ Education Level

▪ Offense Severity

▪ Drug/Alcohol Abuse



Initial Designation Process

▪ Team uses medical/mental health calculator to 

identify care level 

▪ Team loads the Security/Designation Data in 

SENTRY

▪ Team sends request to Hotel Team (care level 1 

or 2) or Office of Medical Designations and 

Transportation (care level 3 or 4) for designation

Score the Inmate



Initial Designation Process

▪ Hotel Team designator makes decision and selects facility for 

initial designation.  Hotel Team notifies responsible scoring Team 

of the designation.

▪ DSCC staff notify USMS via e-Des of designation and send 

designation packet to designated institution.

▪ Time Frame – ordinarily 7 working days.  Current national 

average is 5.1 days (including weekends & holidays) over the past 

12 months. 

Designate the Inmate



Initial Designation Process

▪ Before any initial designation decision is made, 

DSCC staff assess a provisional care level from I –

IV for inmate.

▪ BOP institutions also have a care level assignment 

which reflects the medical resources available at 

that facility.

Care Levels I - IV



Initial Designation Process

▪ Inmates are generally healthy, but may have 

limited medical needs that can be easily managed 

by clinician evaluations every 6 mos.

▪ Inmates are less than 70 years of age.

▪ Examples: mild asthma, diet-controlled 

diabetes, stable HIV patients not requiring 

medications.

Care Level I



Initial Designation Process

▪ Inmates are stable outpatients who require at 

least quarterly clinician evaluations.

▪ Can be managed in chronic care clinics, 

including for mental health issues.

▪ Examples: medication-controlled diabetes, 

epilepsy, emphysema.

Care Level II



Initial Designation Process

▪ Inmates are fragile outpatients who require 

frequent clinical contacts to prevent hospitalization. 

▪ May require some assistance with activities of 

daily living, but do not need daily nursing care.

▪ Examples: cancer in remission less than 1 year, 

advanced HIV disease, severe mental illness in 

remission on medication, severe congestive heart 

failure, end-stage liver disease.

▪ Designation is done by BOP’s OMDT

Care Level III



Initial Designation Process

▪ Functioning is severely impaired

▪ Requires 24-hour skilled nursing care or nursing 

assistance

▪ Examples: cancer on active treatment, dialysis, 

quadriplegia, stroke or head injury patients, major 

surgical patients, acute psychiatric illness requiring 

inpatient treatment, high-risk pregnancy

▪ Designation is done by BOP’s OMDT

Care Level IV



Initial Designation Process

▪ When designation packet is complete, DSCC staff load 

data into SENTRY and score inmate.

▪ Staff determine if inmate scores as a Care Level III or IV. 

If so, send request to OMDT to designate facility.

▪ OMDT determines if medical facility is warranted.

▪ If so, OMDT designates and returns packet to DSCC staff 

to notify USMS and route designation packet to institution.

▪ If not, OMDT returns packet to DSCC staff to make 

designation to non-medical institution, notify USMS, and 

send packet.

DSCC Role in Medical Designations



Initial Designation Process

▪ After initial designation and provisional care level 

assignment by DSCC staff, BOP clinicians determine care 

level based on:

▸ Treatment modalities;

▸ Inmate functionality; and

▸ Diagnostic categories (e.g., cancer, diabetes, etc.)

▪ Based on care level assessment, the institution may 

request a transfer from OMDT, if needed.

Upon Arrival at BOP Facility…



Judicial Recommendations

…

BOP Will Follow if Within Policy & No Security Concerns

70%- Followed

30%- Not Followed



RDAP Eligibility

Documented Substance Abuse Disorder 

▪ In order to be eligible to participate in the Residential 

Drug Abuse Treatment Program (RDAP), inmates must 

have a documented substance abuse disorder as defined 

by DSM.

▪ This documentation can be found in the PSR, medical 

records that predate the inmate’s current time in 

custody, etc. 



RDAP Eligibility for Early Release 

18 U.S.C. § 3621(e)(2)(B)

▪ Non-violent inmates who successfully complete the 

RDAP may, at the discretion of the Director, be eligible 

for up to a one-year early release.

▸ Inmates with disqualifying convictions but documented 

substance abuse disorders may still participate in the 

program, but will not receive an early release benefit.



RDAP Eligibility for Early Release 

Review of Current and Prior Criminal History

▪ Reviews of all inmates entering program are 

conducted by DSCC Legal Staff.
▸ Current offenses reviewed under 28 C.F.R. § 550.55(b)(5) and 

(b)(6) and PS 5162.05.

▸ Prior offenses reviewed under 28 C.F.R. § 550.55(b)(4) and (b)(6).

▸ D.C. Offenders reviewed under 28 C.F.R. § 550.55(a)(1)(ii).  

▪ Inmates are notified of the early release 

determination.

▪ Inmates may appeal determinations through the 

Administrative Remedy Program. 



BOP RESOURCES

▪ Website: www.bop.gov
– All BOP Program Statements

– Legal Resource Guide

– Numbers & Addresses for BOP offices, etc.

▪ Designation & Specific Questions:
▸ Operations Manager for the Appropriate Team: (972) 352-4400

▸ Assistant General Counsel Alicia Vasquez (972) 352-4425


