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Washington, D.C. 20002-8002

Re: Comment on Omnibus Proposals for 2006 Amendment Cycle

Dear Judge Hinojosa:

The Practitioners’ Advisory Group (“PAG”) submits the following comments to
the Commission’s January 25, 2006 notice, pursuant to 71 FR 4782-4804, proposing
various sentencing guideline amendments for the 2006 amendment cycle. As always,
PAG appreciates the opportunity to formally participate in this process.'

1. Proposed Amendments to Immigration Guidelines

PAG submits that the Commission’s proposed amendments to the immigration
guidelines are not appropriate at this time, but rather, should await any Congressional
action. In the alternative, we address these proposed amendments and provide you with
our comments.

a. Interim Staff Report Fails To Provide a Compelling Basis
For Immigration Guideline Amendments at this Time

The Interim Staff Report recommends across-the-board increases in the severity
of immigration sentences, based primarily upon its perception that immigration reform is
a high Congressional priority. The Interim Report cites an increase in illegal
immigration, as well as an alleged increase in violence associated with it, as underlying
Congressional interest in additional immigration reform measures. This Report,
however, is deficient in several important ways.

' PAG wishes to thank its members Pat Mullin, Mary Price, Tim Hoover, David Debold, Barry Boss, Amy
Baron-Evans, Anne Blanchard, Margy Love, Richard Crane, and Steve Jacobson, who made various
contributions to this submission, as well as members Lyle Yurko and Tom Dawson, who made significant
contributions to PAG’s February 23, 2006 comment on the Commission’s proposed emergency steroids
amendments, referenced herein.



